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AN INITIATIVE PETITION 
 
Be it enacted by the People, and by their authority, as follows: 
 

AN ACT TO ALLOW FAIR ACCESS TO PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS  
 
SECTION 1.  Subsection (i) of section 89 of chapter 71 of the General Laws, as appearing in 
the 2014 Official Edition, is hereby amended by inserting after paragraph (4) the following 
new paragraph:— 

   (5) Notwithstanding the provisions of this subsection (i) relative to the number of 
charter schools allowed to operate in the commonwealth or in any district, the board may 
approve up to 12 additional commonwealth charters, commonwealth charter amendments 
to increase authorized enrollment, or a combination thereof per year; provided that the 
total enrollment authorized by all such approvals in a single fiscal year shall not exceed 
1% of the total statewide public school enrollment for such year as determined by the 
board; provided further, that in the event that the number of qualified applicants in any 
year exceeds 12, the board shall give priority among such qualified applicants to those 
seeking to establish or expand enrollment in commonwealth charter schools in districts 
where overall student performance on the statewide assessment system approved by the 
board is in the bottom 25% of all districts in the two years preceding the charter 
application and where the demonstrated parent demand for additional public school 
options is greatest; provided further that the board shall apply to all such applicants 
review and approval standards as rigorous as those applied to all other commonwealth 
charter applicants; provided further that the recruitment and retention and multilingual 
outreach provisions of paragraph (3) shall apply to any commonwealth charter school 
authorized under this paragraph; and provided further that any new commonwealth 
charter schools authorized by this paragraph shall be subject to annual performance 
reviews according to standards established by the board.   

   Nothing in this paragraph shall affect the issuance of commonwealth charters under 
paragraph (3).  The percentages of net school spending set forth in paragraphs (2) and (3) 
shall not apply to or otherwise operate to limit the board’s authority to approve 
commonwealth charters or commonwealth charter amendments under this paragraph; 
provided, however, that such percentages shall continue to apply to commonwealth 
charters issued otherwise than under this paragraph. 

   Except as provided in this paragraph, all otherwise applicable provisions of this section 
shall apply to commonwealth charters or amendments approved under this paragraph.   
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SECTION 2.  This act shall become effective January 1, 2017, and shall apply to 
commonwealth charter and commonwealth charter amendment applications pending as of that 
date. 

 Pursuant to Article 48 of the articles of amendment of the Constitution of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, as amended by Article 74 of said articles of amendment, 
the undersigned qualified voters of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts hereby submit the 
foregoing measure for approval by the People. 
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