MDDC Meeting Minutes

February 11, 2014

100 Hancock Street, Quincy, MA

Present: Lora Brugnaro, Bethany Brown, Erik Nordahl, Henry Milorin, Dianne Glennon, Gail Grossman, Naomi Goldberg, Suzanne H. Gottlieb, Chris Griffin, Julie Fitzpatrick, Robert Smith, William Kiernan, Sabrina Cazeau-Class, Caroline vanBruinswaardt, Donald Washington, Kate Bartlett, Lisa Ching, Cyndy Miller
Excused: William Conley, Kate Ryan, Marie Narvaez, Briana Bevins, Tim Kunzier, Charlene Mancusi
Absent: Debbie Pierce, Jim Gleason, Irving Sacks, Crystal Hebert
Guests: Kimberly Strovink, Jan Tobin, Erin Flaherty (Gopen Fellow)
Staff: Faith Behum, Cathy Jackson, Dan Shannon, Adelia DelTrecco, Liz Fancher, Kristin Britton, Kimberly Mitton, Ashley McAnespie
1. Acceptance of Agenda: Motion passed with amendments unanimously.

Amendments: Removal of Gopen Fellowship Presentation

Motion to accept as amended: First: Erik Nordahl Second: Chris Griffin

2. Approval of October Meeting Minutes: Motion passed with amendments unanimously.
Amendments: Change attendance to reflect Henry Milorin’s presence at the October 4th meeting. Correct the spelling of Henry Milorin’s name in the minutes.

Motion to accept as amended: First: Kate Bartlett Second: Suzanne H. Gottlieb
3. Council Updates (Julie Fitzpatrick, Chairperson):
Updates: We will be moving to 100 Hancock Street (Handout: floor plan of the new office). All of our meetings will be held at 100 Hancock, including our next meeting in June.
Materials in packets include:  Membership Directory; Quarterly Council Report; written reports for the Self-Advocacy Leadership Series (SALS) and Public Policy team; H.3364 Fact Sheet and Bill Text; MDDC Program Performance Report; Massachusetts Lifespan Respite Coalition Conference Save the Date Flyer; Commonly used Acronym list.
Budget: There will be no new sequester cuts. It is unlikely there will be any other sequester cuts again until 2016. Between 2010 and 2013 there was $90,000 cut from our budget, but it looks as though the budget will level off for the next 2-3 years. 
4. Membership Committee Report (Lora Brugnaro, Vice-Chairperson):
No changes have been made since the last time we met. We are still waiting for the Governor’s approval on the recommended new Council members from October 2013.

5. Public Policy Report/Legislative Priorities (Kristin Britton, Faith Behum, and Liz Fancher):
Legislative Priorities, Testimonies, and H.3364: The Council has testified on five bills since October. Copies of all of the testimonies and status of legislative priorities have been included in the member packets. Legislative Priority Senate Bill 218 was signed into law by the Governor on November 21, 2013. H.3364: A summary of the bill and the bill text has been included in your packets. Dianne Glennon provided an overview of the bill.
Council Public Policy Team: Dianne Glennon discussed her experience on the Public Policy Team and the impact of her testifying on legislation. She also discussed the importance of being active on the Public Policy Team to push for the Council’s priorities.  “There is at least one bill that speaks to you and that is why you voted for it to be a legislative priority.”

6. SALS Update (Kimberly Mitton):
A copy of the SALS report may be found in Council packets. Highlights include the following: Updates on the Western Massachusetts team, Metro team, SALS for Youth in Transition, and The Sandy Houghton Story movie premiers.
7. Annual Program Performance Report (Dan Shannon):
Annually, we include a copy of the Citizen Centric Report (CCR); however, for this meeting we have included a copy of the annual Program Performance Report that was submitted to the feds in De3cember. We are currently working on the CCR. The Program Performance Report details the work the Council has done over the previous fiscal year to address the objectives in the Five Year State Plan.
8. Election of Secretary:

Nomination for the position of Council Secretary: Caroline vanBruinswaardt. No other nominations were offered on the floor. 
Motion to elect Caroline vanBruinswaardt for the position of Council Secretary: Motion passed unanimously. First: William Kiernan; Second: Henry Milorin.

9. Other Business: (Communication Guidelines Questionnaire)
10. Adjournment:

Motion to approve: First: Caroline vanBruinswaardt; Second: William Kiernan
Time: 8:00 p.m.
___________________________________________________________

Review/Approved
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Caroline vanBruinswaardt, Secretary
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Daniel M. Shannon, Executive Director
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