MDDC Meeting Minutes
October 21, 2014
MDDC, 100 Hancock St., 1st floor Conference Room
Quincy, MA 02171
Present: Lydia Brown, Bethany Brown, Erik Nordahl, Henry Milorin, Gail Grossman, Julie Fitzpatrick, Kate Ryan, Sabrina Cazeau-Class, Marie Narvaez, Briana Bevins, Tim Kunzier, Cyndy Miller, Emily Korkaris, Phillip Harrison, Kate Bartlett, Lisa Ching, Caroline VanBruinswaardt
Excused: Naomi Goldberg, William Conley, Suzanne Gottlieb, Robert Smith, William Kiernan, Irving Sacks
Absent: Hillary Dunn, Christine Griffin
Guests: Jan Tobin, Esme Grant, Daniel Houghton
Staff:  Faith Behum, Sue Rourke, Crag Hall, Sandy Houghton, Cathy Jackson, Harold Lieberman, Dan Shannon, Adelia DelTrecco, Lee Larriu, Kristin Britton, Tamara Huntley, Ashley McAnespie
1. Acceptance of the Agenda: Motion passed unanimously
Motion to accept:  First: Lydia Brown Second:  Kate Bartlett
2. Approval of June Meeting Minutes:  Motion passed following amendment..
Motion to approve:  First: Erik Nordahl Second: Lisa Ching
Note the Meeting Minutes was not unanimous.  Motion passed by   

majority vote.  Henry Milorin’s name was spelled incorrectly.  Change from Miloran to Milorin. Bethany Brown was not reported as present on the attendance list.
All in favor of amendments:  First:  Erik Nordahl   Second:  Lisa Ching

Next council meeting will be February 10, 2015.  
3. Council Updates:  (Julie Fitzpatrick, Chairperson)
October 23, 2014 at 12:45, there will be a ceremonial signing of three Bills at Fenway Park starting at 12:45 p.m. This bill signing is open to the public.  All attending should enter through Gate E.
In your packet you’ll find the most recent copy of the Council Membership Directory, a copy of the Council Activities Report, Acronym list, free Respite Training Brochure, Public Policy Team Report, FFY 15’ Budget Report,  SALS Report and MDDC By-laws.
The Executive Committee has approved the budget but will be asking for a a vote from all members later during tonight’s meeting.

4. Membership Committee Report:  (Adelia DelTrecco)
There was nothing to report this quarter.
5. SALS Update:  (Sandy Houghton) update in packets.
Highlights include: Hiring Debra Askwith, new Support Trainer for the West SALS Team, guest appearances by Senator Donald Humason and Congressman McGovern during SALS classes.  Kimberly Mitton, Support Trainer, for Metro has resigned and a new hire for this position is in the recruitment process.
6. Public Policy Report:  (Kristin Britton, Faith Behum) power point in packets.
Lisa Ching provided testimony on the National Background Checks Bill and the Department of Developmental Services (DDS).  The Real Lives Bill reported on by Kate Bartlett, has passed.  This bill expands the ability of people with DD allowing them to self-direct their service dollars.  The individual or family can use the funds with greater flexibility yet within stated guidelines.  An advisory committee will be formed to determine next steps and the Autism Omnibus Bill- reported on by Faith Behum was signed into law in August.   
Bill signings will take place on 10/23/2014 at Fenway Park. The next Council Public  Policy Team meeting is scheduled for Wednesday November 19, 2014.  The team will meet the third Wednesday of each month. Please save the date for the Annual Legislative Reception scheduled for Monday, March 9, 2015.
7. CMS HCB Community Rule and Transition Guidelines-  (Esme’ Grant, Esq., Director of Public Policy, National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities)
NACDD based in Washington D.C. represents and helps convene all DD state councils Home and Community Based Services (HCBS) rule.  Medicaid added onto what social security was always doing to help people not fall into deep poverty. The rule was published January 2014.  It impacts waivers under the Social Security Act to be used for home based care.  This is the first rule that says what community based services are.  It’s based on a person centered process.  NACDD created a 5 step process for the HCBS Rule Transition plan.
Massachusetts timeline for HCBS transition plan:
October 15- November 15, hold public comment period and public forums.  November 16- January 15 incorporate comments and finalize plan  
November 6- hold Public forum from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
November 12th 10:30-12:30

Eseme’ Grant

egrant@nacdd.org
National Association of Councils on DD

1825K Street, N.W. Suite 600 Washington, DC 20006
8. By-Laws Amendments: ( Dan Shannon) 
Motion to accept amendments to By-laws passed unanimously.
Acceptance of By-laws:  First:  Henry Milorin,   Second:  Lydia Brown
Copies of proposed by-laws have been passed out.  DD Councils are not created by Federal law.  We exist in Massachusetts by the governor’s Executive Order.  Our Executive Order was recently issued by Governor Patrick.  The By-laws set out the rules we operate under.  The Council’s by-laws state that the Council shall hold a minimum of four regular meetings a year.  The Council is suspending this rule on a year to year basis as opposed to changing the by-laws.
Some language was omitted to be consistent and other language was changed to be in compliance.

9. FFY 15’ Budget- (Craig Hall)
Motion to accept the budget passed 

Powerpoint presentation was included in the packets

Motion to accept the budget:   First: Kate Bartlett   Second: Lydia Brown
10. Other Business/Public Input
11. Adjournment:
Please fill out the Communication Guideline Questionnaire before leaving.

2014-2015  
12.  Adjournment
Motion to Approve:  First: Henry Milorin   Second: Kate Ryan
Time: 8:55 p.m.
_________________________________________________________

Review/ Approved





           Date

Caroline vanBruinswaardt, Secretary


__________________________________________________________

Daniel M. Shannon, Executive Director


           Date
