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MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF BAR EXAMINERS 
 
IMPORTANT EXAM DAY INSTRUCTIONS 
 

 
 

 

WHAT AM I REQUIRED TO BRING WITH ME TO THE BAR EXAMINATION? 
 

 

 
 

1. PHOTO IDENTIFICATION: ONE (1) FORM OF PHOTO IDENTIFICATION 
Acceptable forms of Photo Identification include: 
• A valid photo-bearing U.S. Driver’s License. 
• A valid photo-bearing U.S. Military Identification Card. 
• A valid photo-bearing Passport. 

 
 

2. SEATING ASSIGNMENT NOTICE  
          A PRINTED copy of the Seating Assignment Notice sent to you in email Notice Two. 
  
 

3. BAR EXAM APPLICANT AGREEMENT       
An initialed and signed copy of the Bar Exam Applicant Agreement received as a link in  
email Notice Two. 

 
 

4. NO. 2 PENCILS AND ERASERS, for the Multistate Bar Exam on Wednesday only 
(Mechanical pencils, pencil sharpeners, and pencil cases are not allowed.) 

 
 

5. PENS WITH BLUE OR BLACK INK, for the Essay Exam on Thursday only 
(Erasable, felt-tip, and fountain pens are not allowed.) 

 
 

6. LAPTOP COMPUTER and POWER CORD ADAPTOR, for the Essay Exam on  
       Thursday only 
 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
EXAMINEES ARE NOT ALLOWED TO HAVE CELL PHONES, SMART PHONES, OR  
ANY OTHER PERSONAL ELECTRONICS INCLUDING MEDIA STORAGE DEVICES  
AND WIRELESS ACTIVITY TRACKERS WITHIN THE EXAMINATION ROOM.   
 

Violation of this policy will result in confiscation of the cell phone or personal  
electronic devices and a report made to the Board of Bar Examiners. 
 
Please refer to the Board of Bar Examiners' Allowed Items List and Exam Security 
Policy for additional information. 

 

http://www.mass.gov/courts/docs/bbe/bar-exam-allowed-items-list.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/courts/docs/bbe/securitypolicy.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/courts/docs/bbe/securitypolicy.pdf
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PERSONAL ITEMS 

Examinees may bring ONE (1) CLEAR, GALLON-SIZE PLASTIC STORAGE BAG, which 
can include personal items and/or lunch.  Allowed Items 1-6 listed on Page 1 need not be placed 
inside the clear gallon-size storage bag. 
 
 

PERSONAL STORAGE ITEMS 
Backpacks, briefcases, hand and tote bags, purses, luggage and laptop computer cases or sleeves 
of any kind must be stored in the designated storage area assigned by the Board of Bar 
Examiners. Examinees do not have access to any items in the designated storage area at 
any point during the examination day.  All storage items must be clearly labeled with a name 
identification tag. 
 

ADDITIONAL SUPPLY ITEMS NOT ALLOWED 
Pencil sharpeners, pencil or pen cases, mechanical pencils, highlighters, scrap paper, post-its, 
erasable ink or fountain or felt-tip pens, liquid or correction tape or reading or study materials of 
any kind are not allowed at any time in the examination room. 

 
 

FOOD AND DRINK 
Examinees may bring one clear, colorless plastic liter or less in size, label free water bottle with 
a spill-proof cap into the examination room. Eating or gum chewing is not permitted in the 
examination room. 

 
CLOTHING AND CLIMATE CONTROL 

Examinees are encouraged to wear casual, comfortable clothing. While every effort is made to 
provide an optimum climate conducive to testing, temperature variations may occur.  It is 
recommended that examinees dress in layers to accommodate for temperature variations. 
Garments, such as sweaters, that are removed during the examination may be stored under your 
chair. 

 
Overcoats, outerwear, including jackets and hats and/or hoods (except for religious or medical 
apparel) worn on the head are not allowed in the examination room. Noisy footwear, including  
flip-flops, are not allowed in the examination room. 

 

 
EARPLUGS 

Ear plugs are provided by the Board of Bar Examiners. 
 
 

WATCHES, CLOCKS AND TIMERS 
Personal watches, clocks and timers of any kind are not permitted in the examination rooms at 
any time. The examination is electronically timed and the official time is kept by the Board of Bar 
Examiners and posted on clocks visible to all examinees in the standard examination rooms at the 
Boston test site. Clocks are placed in all other examination rooms as well as at the Springfield test 
site.  
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RESTROOM FACILITIES 

Examinees have access to restrooms during the exam.  Examinees may not speak with each other 
or gather in the restrooms or in any areas adjacent to the examination rooms while the examination 
is in progress.  Please note that restroom activity is monitored by proctors during the testing 
sessions and that examinees are required to sign in and out with the proctor when using the 
restroom facilities.  Examinees are not permitted to leave their seats in the examination room for 
any reason, including use of the restroom, during the last fifteen (15) minutes of each exam session. 

 
 

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS DUE TO HEALTH-RELATED CONDITIONS 
Examinees who have a health-related condition that can be addressed in a standard examination 
room and without deviation from the standard testing schedule may request special arrangements.  
This completed Request for Special Arrangements due to Health-Related Conditions must be 
received by the Board of Bar Examiners at least three (3) weeks prior to the exam except in 
extraordinary circumstances. 
  

LUNCH BREAKS 
Lunch breaks of approximately one (1) hour are provided for examinees on each exam day. 
Examinees are not permitted in the examination rooms during lunch breaks. Keep in mind, 
however, that traffic at the examination site can be heavy and that the examination resumes 
promptly at the time announced. Lunch items are available for purchase at the test site.  For those 
bringing lunch, it must be stored in only one (1) clear, gallon-size plastic storage bag. 

 
 

EXAM COMPLETION 
Examinees completing the bar exam early may turn in their test materials to their proctor and may 
leave at any time prior to the announcement of the fifteen (15) minute warning. Examinees may 
not leave the examination room during the last fifteen (15) minutes of an exam session. 

 
 

PUBLIC AREAS 
Only examinees and designated test personnel are permitted in the examination rooms and in the 
public areas immediately adjacent to the examination rooms throughout the exam days. 
 
 

PERSONAL EMERGENCY DURING THE EXAMINATION 
In the event of an illness or medical emergency that occurs during the bar exam, please notify a 
proctor and appropriate personnel from the test site will be summoned for immediate assistance.   
 
If a personal emergency arises or a personal medical condition warrants emergency treatment you 
must follow the direction of the Board of Bar Examiners regarding the continuance of the exam 
both for your personal well-being and its impact on other examinees. 
 

 
EVACUATION PROCEDURES DURING THE EXAMINATION 

In the event of an emergency evacuation during the administration of the exam, examinees must 
follow the direction of the Board of Bar Examiners and Public Safety Officials. 
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ARRIVING LATE TO THE BAR EXAM 

Examinees arriving at the exam site after the testing period has begun may be permitted to sit for 
the bar exam with the approval of an authorized representative of the Board of Bar Examiners.  
Additional testing time will not be provided under any circumstances. 
 
 

ABSENTEES FROM THE BAR EXAM 
The fees for the bar examination are non-refundable.  If you are absent from the bar exam, you 
will be required to submit a re-application and pay all applicable fees in order to sit for a 
subsequent bar exam. 
 
 
 
 

HOTEL LODGING - BOSTON AND SPRINGFIELD 
 
BOSTON 
Examinees may reserve a hotel room at the Westin Boston Waterfront Hotel online or call  
1-800-937-8461. Cut-off date for room reservations is February 1, 2016. 
 
Hotel room reservations may also be made at the Aloft Boston Seaport Hotel, opening February 
4, 2016 by calling 1-800-716-8143. Online registration will be available November 1.  Cut-off 
date for room reservations is February 2, 2016.   
 
Both hotels are adjacent to the Boston Convention and Exposition Center, the Boston exam 
test site.   
 
 
SPRINGFIELD 
Examinees may also reserve a hotel room at the Sheraton Springfield Monarch Place Hotel, 
located in downtown Springfield, MA online or call 1-800-325-3535, for examinees testing at 
Western New England University.    Cut-off date for room reservations is February 2, 2016 
 
Hotel room blocks are subject to the availability of the hotel.  Additional hotel information is 
available from the Massachusetts Office of Travel & Tourism at www.masslodging.com.   
 
 

 
 
 
BOSTON 

Testing Sites  
 

SPRINGFIELD 
Boston Convention and 
Exhibition Center 
415 Summer Street 

 Western New England  University 
School of Law 
1215 Wilbraham Road 

Boston, MA 02210  Springfield, MA  01119 
(617) 954-2000  (413) 782-3111 

 

https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/events/start.action?id=1509174746&key=1870A935
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/events/start.action?id=1509296676&key=25D70472
http://massconvention.com/about-us/contact-us/boston-convention-exhibition-center
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/events/start.action?id=1509164583&key=2A47FBDC
https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/events/start.action?id=1509164583&key=2A47FBDC
http://www1.law.wne.edu/?l=footer
http://www.masslodging.com/
http://www1.law.wne.edu/?l=footer
http://massconvention.com/about-us/contact-us/john-b-hynes-veterans-memorial-convention-center
http://www1.law.wne.edu/?l=footer
http://www1.law.wne.edu/?l=footer
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