PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO
MASSACHUSETTS SUPERIOR COURT
RULE 7- OPENINGS: USE OF PLEADINGS

Propose to delete the final sentence and add new last sentence (in bold):

The opening statement shall be limited to fifteen minutes, unless the court for cause
shown shall extend the time.

The court in its discretion may permit, or in a civil action require, a defendant to make an
opening statement of his defense before any evidence is introduced.

The court may order that the pleadmgs be summarized in an openmg statement but not be
read to the jury. Ne ' altbe-madebye nattpleadt 0
to-ﬂ&c—;my*cxccpt—brauﬂmmahcn—of—ﬂ&&c&m‘t— Pleadlngs shall not go to the jury except by

authorization of the court.




