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I Call to order: at 10:37 a.m. by Co-Chair Brian Sylvester. At such time Marsha Kazarosian and
David Sullivan joined via remote participation.

I Quorum: April minutes will be voted upon at the next meeting in September.

Introductions: The meeting was called to order by Co-Chair Brian Sylvester. He provided a brief
introduction for Ray Tamasi and Lori McCarthy from the Gosnold, Inc. Addiction Treatment Center.
The Center serves individuals and families affected by drug addiction. They began their organization
about two years ago serving 150 individuals. They provide aggressive service and evidence based
practices to assist patients with stable housing, employment, life skills component and education.
Their programs are designed for both inpatient and outpatient services depending on the individual
patient needs, but the goal for all programs is to provide recovery concepts and prevent relapse.



Rep. Hunt raised the question, how does this program differ from 12-step program/mentoring
program? Mr. Tamasi responded that their coaches are trained professionally and they are very
involved with other providers. Coaches provide assistance forming life goals, accompanying
individuals to their programs, developing recovery skills, coaching and checking-up. They also have
a secure texting exchange. As a part of recovery and to hinder relapse, each individual has the
capability to connect to their network for immediate contact with their coach, as well as gps tracking,
and recovery socialization. This is a voluntary program that is generally self paid, medical insurance
generally pays for medications such as Vivitrol. Vivitrol is an abstinence based medicine that along
with counseling can help with the process of recovery from drug addiction. An individual must be
opioid free beginning Vivitrol. Vivitrol is not addictive or considered a narcotic.

Currently, Gosnold Inc., does not service inmates, but have applied for a grant to allow such
coaching, empowerment and intervention. Services are provided to patients with significant issues
such as a mental disability, autism or schizophrenia. There reoffending percentage is very seldom.
Coaches work and collaborate with probation officers to ensure the patients’ goals are being met
towards recovery.

Drug Court Session: A few members that visited a drug court session shared their feedbacks and
better views on what goes on in the courtrooms along with the process of each individual. They
provided very positive feedback and commended the Judges for all their hard work and dedication.

Working Group: Co-Chair Sylvester introduced Linda Holt, Trial Court Research and Planning
Director. Linda provided the Commission four charts that mapped all District Courts and Boston
Municipal locations along with each Drug, Mental Health, Homeless, and Veterans Court. The
information showed drug court participants and the charges that bring these participants to drug
courts. There is a wide variety of charges and only a small amount of drug court participants are
there for a drug offense. Another survey was done with the Probation Department to provide
arraignment information by a participant’s offense and type of court. It showed each court and there
total number of arraignments and various types of offenses they handle. There were some gaps in
drug courts for some of the larger courts.

Representative Sannicandro requested a mapping be done to see what towns utilize the Quincy
District Court and refine the mapping to target candidates that could be handled by specialty courts.
Linda will work on a map that might help visualize which courts have the capability to share drug court
sessions or personnel. For example, Salem, Lynn, Attleboro or Brockton.

Other Business: The Commission will not meet for the months of July and August, but will resume
in September. In the meantime, the Working Group will continue to meet and begin developing a draft
report.

Adjournment: There being no more order of business Co-Chair Spence declared the meeting
adjourned by unanimous consent.

Meeting adjourned at 12:14 p.m.



