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Diane Hildreth 
Board of Assessors 
Town Hall 
625 Main Street 
Hampden, MA 01036 

Re: Paraplegic Veteran 
Our File No. 200646 

Dear Ms. Hildreth: 

You wrote that a taxpayer seeks a total reduction of his taxes due to his status as a 
paraplegic veteran. Strictly speaking, there is no specific exemption for paraplegic 
veterans. If all eligibility requirements are met, the assessors grant a $250 exemption under 
Chapter 59 Section 5 Clause 22(a) to the applicant as a veteran with a minimum 10% 
servicecomected disability. To obtain a Clause 22(a) or any veteran exemption, an 
applicant must first furnish proof of the servicecomected disability as evidenced by a 
certificate from the United States Department of Veteran Affairs (VA) or letter from the 
branch of the Armed Forces in which the veteran served. Where the service-connected 
disability of the veteran who receives the Clause 22(a) exemption is paraplegia, the 
Commissioner of Revenue will then authorize the assessors to abate the remainder of the 
taxes under Chapter 58 Section 8 and the municipality will be reimbursed for the abated 
amount pursuant to Chapter 58 Section 8A. Therefore, to obtain a total reduction in taxes, 
the veteran in question must provide the assessors with the required VA certificate or 
service branch letter that states he is a "paraplegic." The assessors may not waive this 
evidence. 

From the information presented, it does not appear that the taxpayer submitted the 
required documentation. If the taxpayer's dsability is service-comected, we would urge 
h m  to contact the VA or branch of service to obtain this essential documentation of his 
eligibility for an exemption. 

If there are further questions, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Very truly yours, I 

Kathleen Colleary, Chief 1 
Bureau of Municipal Finance Law 

Post Office Box 9569, Boston, MA 021 14-9569, Tel: 61 7-626-2300; Fax: 61 7-626-2330 


