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RE: A Memorandum of Understanding Concerning Early Childhood Transitions By and Among Early 
Childhood Programs and Agencies in Massachusetts 

 

The Department of Early Education and Care, The Office of Head Start-Region 1, and the Head Start 
Collaboration Office are pleased to present the Memorandum of Understanding Concerning Early 
Childhood Transitions.  
 
A working group comprised of public and private sector representatives came together to align current 
mandates, regulations, best practice, and research on early childhood transitions.  The resulting document 
reflects a cross-systems approach to strengthening local collaboration for developing regional and/or local 
agreements designed to enhance services for young children, with and without disabilities, and their families.  
 
The Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) Concerning Early Childhood Transitions recognizes the roles and 
responsibilities of individual programs (Part B and C programs, Head Start, and Department of Early 
Education and Care licensed programs) to adhere to respective standards and/or regulations.  The MOU does 
not supersede these standards or regulations, but works within them, emphasizing collaborative state and 
community-level activities to ensure smooth transitions for young children and families.   
 
The Memorandum of Understanding: 

 Recognizes the multiple facets of transition activities and opportunities for families and children of 
all abilities.   

 Meets the requirements of Parts B and C of IDEA for documentation of service coordination among 
lead agencies and Office of Head Start requirements for interagency agreements between individual 
programs and their local LEAs and/or Early Intervention programs.    

 Guides local collaboration activities for cross-systems coordination of child-find, intake, screening, 
referral, assessment/evaluation, development and implementation of individual child and family 
plans, training, and technical assistance. 

 
Representatives from the Departments of Elementary and Secondary Education, Early Education and Care, 
Public Health, the Office of Head Start, and other stakeholders are currently implementing strategies for 



 

broad dissemination of the document and developing plans for future technical assistance and support 
opportunities.   

 
We encourage stakeholders to use this MOU as the foundation for building and strengthening partnerships 
to support young children and families. We believe that these cross-system partnerships will provide key 
collaborators with a common focus to support smooth transitions for children and families, helping us 
achieve a cradle to career education pipeline in Massachusetts that will prepare our youngest citizens for 
lifelong success. 
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