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Questions and Answers 

Programmatic Questions

Q1.	 If a licensee submits separate bids for different sites, must the total amount for all bids be $50K or less?  Or can each site submit   	separate bid for up to $50K? 

	A1:  	A licensee can submit a separate bid for each site, and each bid can be up to $50K.

Q2. 	If you reopen the bid, what will be the response due date? 

A2:  	 We do not have that information at this time.  All grant deadlines will be posted if the bid is reopened after February 3, 2014.
Q3. 	What would be an appropriate amount for a stipend, and how can that funding be used? 

A3:        This depends on the purpose of the stipend.  If you wish to compensate staff for personal time used to further their education, you may choose to set the rate the same as their hourly wage.  If the stipend is to defray the cost of books or other expenses, or to reward staff for their accomplishments, you may wish to offer a set amount of your choosing.  There is no established rate or amount for stipends.

Q4. 	Can we apply for funding for more than one activity or priority? 

A4:  	Yes. The only limit is the maximum award of $50,000.			 
Q5. 	In the event that there are insufficient funds to meet the demand, will partial fulfillment of grants be considered? 

A5:  	EEC will review each proposed activity or expenditure within a grant request separately.  Regardless of the amount of funds requested overall through this bid, EEC reserves the right to approve funding for certain activities and expenditures. 

Q6. 	 You have indicated that capital expenditures cannot be included in this grant, and that generally speaking all equipment purchased must be portable.  Can you clarify what "portable" means?  Can motor vehicles, playground equipment or fencing be purchased with this grant?
A6:  	Generally speaking, anything purchased with grant funds must be able to be relocated if the program relocates.  Playground equipment that is not permanently anchored is considered portable, as are certain types of playground surfacing and fencing.  Fencing that is permanently anchored to the ground would not be an eligible expense. The purchase of motor vehicles is considered an unallowable expense in the Child Care Quality Grant.  
	Q7. 	 How do we use the Brain Building in Progress Logo for professional development?

A7:  	Grantees must incorporate the approved tagline for the Brain Building in Progress communications initiative on appropriate marketing and communications materials and resources that are funded in whole or part through this grant. These materials and resources may include, but are not limited to, the following: marketing products (e.g., flyers, brochures, pamphlets); professional development products printed by the grantees (e.g., books/booklets, guides, course readers); websites; and other products as determined by EEC.  For additional information, please refer to the Mandatory Services section of the Grant Application or the Brain Building in Progress website www.brainbuildinginprogress.org.
	
	Q8. 	 Are computers for staff use eligible under this grant?
A8:  	Yes, provided that the computers will be used to support or improve program quality.  For example, computers that would enable staff to use TS Gold on-line would be an eligible expense. Funds may not be used to purchase computers and computer hardware not used for instructional purposes.
Q9. 	 If we are requesting funding for one staff to complete a CDA, how do we determine the number of children who would benefit from this investment?  Would it be only the children in her current classroom?
A9:  	Whether that staff works only in one classroom or spends time in multiple classrooms, and how long you anticipate that staff will remain with your program or in the field of early education and care are factors you should consider in determining the number of children who will benefit.
Q10. 	 If we plan to offer parent education classes in the evening, would the purchase of a light meal to support their attendance be considered an allowable expense?
A10:  	No. The purchase of food is considered an unallowable expense for the Child Care Quality Grant. 
Q11. 	Is the table provided with the grant included in the "4 pages, double sided" size limit? 
A11:  	No. The table is in addition to the 4 pages, double sided limit for the narrative responses.	
Q12. 	Can you clarify who is to be included on lines B2 and B3 (Providers and Educators) of the chart included in the narrative questions?

	A12:  	Line B2 should include the number of programs (sites) that you expect will benefit from the activities you propose under this grant, 			including family child care homes, centers and school based programs.  Line B3 refers to the total number of educators you expect will 			benefit 	from the activities you propose under this grant.  Note:  You may or may not know both of these numbers, depending on the 			nature of your grant request.  For example, if you will provide a professional development conference for school age child care 				educators, you can include in B3 the maximum number of participants you can accommodate, and you may want to include in B2 			the number of school age child care programs within a reasonable distance of your conference location.  If you are planning to provide 			professional development to the employees of your own organization, you may list "7" under programs (B2), to include your 				seen program sites, and "150" under educators (B3), indicating the total number of educators employed at those sites.

	Q13. 	 We have developed an evidence-based, CEU-bearing professional development program for early childhood 						educators, and we propose to offer it at up to three individual programs between February and June. Is it 						appropriate for us to attach an MOU from programs who have agreed to implement the program should we receive 					funding?
A13:  	Attaching the MOUs from programs who will implement your professional development program might strengthen your application. You should include any information that you think will strengthen your application.
Q14. 	 Would it be appropriate for us to include a reference letter from a site that piloted the program for us this fall as a testimony to the effectiveness of the program?
A14:  	You should include any information that you think will strengthen your application.
	Q15. 	 Does the activity supported by the grant need to be directly connected to an early education and care or out-of-school time 				program/provider or provided in an early education or out-of school time setting?
A15:  	The activity must promote school readiness, school success, and positive outcomes for children by supporting and enhancing the quality of services being delivered to children in early education and out-of-school time settings across the Commonwealth.  It does not need to be connected to any individual program or provider, nor does the activity need to be provided in an early education or out-of-school time setting. Please refer to the "priorities" section within the Grant Application for further detail.  
	Q16.   	Is it possible to seek funds for teachers to take courses to become lead teachers or teacher certified?
A16:  	Research has shown that increased education of staff is related to improved program quality.  Funding for college courses is an allowable expense.
Q17. 	If a child care received NAEYC accreditation in Fiscal Year 2014, may these costs be reimbursable?
A17:	 The grant cannot be used to reimburse expenses already incurred prior to the grant period. The grant period is February 3, 2014 through June 30, 2013.
Q18.	Can the funding be used to support children ages 0-5 in community-based settings (such as housing developments) or do they need to be served within in the mixed-delivery system?
A18:	The funding must be used to support and enhance the quality of services being delivered to children in early education and out-of-school time settings across the Commonwealth.  Support services to children that do not enhance the quality of services in early education and out of school time settings would not meet the requirements of the grant.
	Q19.	Can multiple EEC programs apply for and receive funding to implement the same intervention/program? 
A19:	Multiple programs may join together in a single application for funding, provided that all of the applicant programs are not-for-profit organizations, and the intervention/program to be funded meets the goals and eligible activity requirements of the grant.  The total value of the grant cannot exceed $50,000.   
	Q20.	Can a community-based organization apply directly for funding to implement organization-wide initiatives if individual EEC programs are 			also applying to implement the community-based organization’s program?
	
A20:	Not-for-profit community-based organizations may apply for funding to implement initiatives that enhance the quality of services to children in early education and out-of-school time settings.  Individual early education and out-of-school time programs may apply for funding to implement the same initiative, if they are not-for-profit organizations.  EEC will review and score each application in accordance with the criteria specified in the grant.  EEC will not fund duplication of efforts through other EEC grants, including applicants for this grant.

Fiscal Questions

Q22. 	Can CFCE grantees apply for this grant? 

	      A22:  	Not-for-profit organizations are eligible to apply, including but not limited to:
· Licensed early education and out-of-school time care providers;
· Licensed-exempt programs, including private schools;
· Family child care systems; and
· Community-based organizations.

			All applicants must have documentation of their not-for-profit organization status. Please Note: not-for-profit programs receiving 				funding through other EEC grants are eligible to apply if the services that will be provided are not a duplication of efforts through other 				EEC grants (e.g., Universal Pre-Kindergarten, Accreditation, Mental Health, Assessment Planning, QRIS grants).
Q23. 	Is this grant funded through reimbursement only?  If so, this will prevent some programs from benefitting because they cannot "up 	front" the required funds. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]	A23:   	 Yes, this grant is funded through reimbursement only. Grantees must bill for incurred expenses, no advanced payments will be 				given.  Grants may bill monthly for incurred expenses. 

Q24. 	 Would the provision of gift cards or other incentives for parents to participate in training or other family involvement activities be an allowable expense?
A24:  	 No. The purchase of gifts cards or other incentives for parents is not an allowable expense for the Child Care Quality Grant. 
Q25. 	 If we request funding for an all-day professional development conference, would the cost of lunch be an eligible expense?
A25:  	 No. The purchase of food is not an allowable expense for the Child Care Quality Grant. 
Q26. 	Our required administrative forms were filed a long time ago, but nothing has changed.  Is there a time limit to their validity?
A26:  	 Administrative forms are always valid but it is the responsibility of the Applicant to ensure EEC has the most up to date documents on 			record.
	Q27. 	 Is the use of Electronic Funds Transfer required under this grant?
A27:  	 Yes, the use the Electronic Funds Transfer is required by all EEC grants. 
	Q28. 	Is there a maximum rate we can charge for indirect costs?
	A28:  	Yes, the maximum amount that EEC will pay for indirect costs is 8%.

	Q29. 	Is there a set per-mile maximum for travel reimbursement?
A29: 	 EEC does not have a fixed mileage rate for travel. The reimbursement rate is determined by the Agency.  
	Q30.	 Can funds be used to purchase iPads that will be used to enhance learning opportunities for children enrolled in licensed programs?  
A30:  	 Yes, funds can be used for the purchase of iPads or tablets to support learning opportunities in the classroom. Please note that the 			purchase of apps is considered an administrative cost. 
Q31. 	The town of Hopkinton was not listed under the communities served.  If the grant is used to support children from Hopkinton, how should they be indicated on the Budget Workbook?
A31:  	Please indicate the grant's intent to support children from the town of Hopkinton on the Budget Feb-July in the Budget Narrative 				section.  
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