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	Content Expert:
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	Issuing Agency:  EEC
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	INSTRUCTIONS TO APPLICANTS

	Electronic Submission Information:

 All electronic submission information for this grant must be sent to:

EECSubmission@massmail.state.ma.us  

Please include name of grant and name of your agency on the subject line of the email.  Example:  FY2014/FY2015 Preschool Innovative STEM Curriculum Grant, Boston Social Services
 
	Mail in Submission Information:

One (1) original and three (3) copies must be sent to:
Department of Early Education and Care
FY2014/FY2015 Preschool Innovative STEM Curriculum Grant, Agency Name
Attention:  Elizabeth Bryant, Grants Administration

51 Sleeper Street, 4th Floor

Boston, MA 02210



	Grant Application Due Date:  November 22, 2013 - 4:00 PM
Intent to Bid: 
EEC asks that all applicants intending to apply for this funding please send an intent to bid email with the name of the applicant agency and “FY2014/FY2015 Preschool Innovative STEM Curriculum Grant” in the subject line by October 25, 2013 at 4:00 PM to EECSubmission@massmail.state.ma.us.  

Failure to submit an intent to bid will not preclude an entity from submitting a grant application.

Any and all questions regarding this Grant Application must be submitted in writing to EECSubmission@massmail.state.ma.us by October 29, 2013​​​ at 4:00 PM with the Grant Application Title/Fund Code in the subject line.  
EEC expects to post responses to written questions on or around November 6, 2013.


	 


	About EEC


	The work of the Massachusetts Department of Early Education and Care (EEC) is steeped in the notion that brain building is in progress for young children in enriching environments with caring adults and meaningful and engaging interactions. The latest science shows that these early experiences actually build the architecture of the developing brain much like a house is built from the bottom up. 

When you understand the sequence and process by which brains are built, it’s easy to understand why it’s wiser to start every child out strong. Trying to change behavior or build new skills on a weak foundation requires more work and is less effective than providing brain building interactions and environments early in life.  Brain building is an investment that yields high returns, an investment in the economic prosperity of everyone in Massachusetts as the next generation will pay that back through a lifetime of productivity and responsible citizenship.

We know that children's earliest experiences are especially important because building the human brain begins even before birth; a strong foundation in early years greatly increases the chance of positive outcomes. Massachusetts estimates that as many as 135,000 children from birth to age five face one or more risk factors each day that could lead to toxic stress, with as many as 20,000 (15%) facing three or more risk factors that without intervention are likely to lead to developmental delays.[1]   

EEC is focused on strengthening the system of early education and care in Massachusetts as a critical element of the education pipeline from cradle to career.  The system EEC is building includes all children, not just those who are subsidized or in formal care. To that end, EEC provides services for children in Massachusetts through a mixed delivery system which includes group and center based programs, out of school time programs, family child care homes, public preschool programs, private preschool programs, kindergarten, and Head Start programs.  EEC is also responsible for licensing over 10,500 early education and care and out of school time programs throughout Massachusetts and for providing financial assistance to eligible families seeking care at early education and care or out of school time programs that serve approximately 55,000 children, birth to 14 years of age, from low income families.     

EEC strives to bring together a growing community of early education and care providers, educators, academic researchers, business leaders, families and individuals to raise awareness of the critical importance of fostering the cognitive, social, and emotional development of young children.  By giving a strong start to our youngest citizens we create a stronger, more prosperous future for all.  Massachusetts is dedicated to increasing coordination in our system of early learning and development and aims to prepare children for school success, especially those with the highest needs.  

	Purpose of this 
Grant


	This Preschool Innovative STEM Curriculum Grant is looking for new ideas, new methods, and new ways, to provide significant positive change to how a preschool child experiences STEM education.  EEC is looking to fund various STEM curriculum proposals that foster innovative thinking and creativity in preschool children.  EEC will fund curriculum ideas that take children on different journeys into the world of STEM education.  STEM learning at the preschool level might be a child’s first real introduction to the world of STEM education in an intentional and thoughtful way through a developed curriculum.  EEC wants these curriculum experiences to have an impact on the child that gives him/her the view of what it is like to be a scientist, engineer, mathematician and/or technologist.  EEC wants these experiences to include project based learning models and hands-on experimentation that fosters a child’s own natural curiosity and creativity.  The curriculum needs to provide children with 21st century skills, such as critical thinking and reasoning, information literacy, collaboration with other children and adults, and self-direction.  The curriculum also must help develop a child’s literacy and numeracy skills using the world of technology and engineering  to understand the nature of technology, master the skills needed, and apply those skills at their own age-appropriate level.  The innovative curriculum must take advantage of the child’s natural curiosity and help to further develop an early connection and interest in STEM education and career paths in later life.  Any submitted proposal must address how the curriculum will link to established EEC standards, guidelines and formative assessment models.  

	Priorities

	The main goals of this funding are:

1. Develop Innovative Preschool STEM Curricula that can be used in the EEC mixed delivery system. 

2. Reflect current research and best practices for learning experiences for preschool children by linking research to daily classroom practice;
3. Provide enriching curricula models that integrate STEM concepts into memorable preschool activities;
4. Provide content rich material that is easily accessible and understood to all educators in the EEC mixed delivery system.
5. Leverage community, public and private partnerships to support development of this innovative curriculum projects; and 

6. Demonstrate a rich family connection within the context of all curricula frameworks to ensure parental involvement, participation and interest in their child’s STEM education.



	Eligibility


	This grant is open to both formal and informal child care organizations.  Eligible entities would include: 

· Private early education and care programs (center based, license exempt programs, family child care programs, licensed in good standing with EEC) 
· Public school pre-kindergarten programs 
· Coordinated Family and Community Engagement (CFCE) Grantee

· Educator and Provider Support (EPS) Grantee 

· Head Start

· Family Child Care System

 Partnerships can be developed  between child care agencies/educators, and other community based organizations if so desired. Partnerships can be made up of various types of organizations listed below in order to maximum community resources to develop a successful curriculum. 

Eligible partnering entities would include:

· Non-profit Community Based Organizations

· Business Organizations 

· Readiness Center

· Children’s and Science Museums

· Local STEM networks

· Public Libraries 

· Institutes of Higher Education

· Faith-Based Organization 

· Local City/Town 

If a partnership grant proposal is submitted, all grant activities shall be developed and implemented in partnership with all applicable local community stakeholders. Each partner will need to be named in the grant response and a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) will be required for each partnership. 


	Mandatory

(Must be addressed in order to ensure your application is complete.)

	1. Grantees will be required to incorporate the approved tagline for the Brain Building in Progress on appropriate marketing and communications materials and resources that are funded in whole or part through this grant.  These materials and resources may include, but are not limited to, the following: marketing products (e.g., flyers, brochures, pamphlets); professional development products printed by the grantees (e.g., books/booklets, guides, course readers); websites; and other products as determined by EEC.  

A. EEC has developed a two-page document that describes the Brain Building in Progress initiative, and launched a campaign website at www.brainbuildinginprogress.org.  The Brain Building in Progress website promotes programs, activities, and sites where early education innovation is happening and will offer individuals, families, community organizations, policy makers, and business leaders tangible ways they can get involved and take action.  Grantees should refer to the website and two-page document for background information on the Brain Building in Progress initiative.  EEC has also developed the following logo for the Brain Building in Progress initiative: 

                                                                                [image: image1.jpg]



B. Whenever possible and appropriate, grantees should post the Brain Building in Progress website (www.brainbuildinginprogress.org) on their websites and if the grantee belongs to any coalitions, request that the Brain Building in Progress website be posted on the coalition members’ websites.  Grantees should also include the Brain Building in Progress logo in their organizations’ newsletters along with a brief description of the initiative.  Grantees should also consider creating an enlarged copy of the Brain Building in Progress logo and posting it in their administrative offices/sites for viewing.  The Brain Building in Progress logo and background document is available for downloading at http://www.eec.state.ma.us/BBIPmaterials.aspx.
2. Grantees must submit information related to their governance structure, including an organizational chart, a program organizational chart, and board report and bylaws indicating how often the governing body meets.  A short description explaining how fiscal decisions are determined for the overall program/agency as well as for the proposed funding source must be submitted.  List the names and position titles of those responsible for ensuring compliance with EEC Regulations and Policies, including the requirements of this grant application and changes. 



	Required Services


	Grantees will be responsible for the following:


1. Develop and implement an innovative STEM curriculum that is developmentally appropriate and reflects current research and best practices for learning experiences for children 2 years 9 months through kindergarten age.  Innovative curriculum must:

a. Align with EEC’s existing regulations, early learning standards and guidelines
· Science and Technology/Engineering Standards developed by EEC. 
· Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks (“Common Core”) for English Language and Mathematics  
· Guidelines for Preschool Learning Experiences 
· Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS) standards
· Core Competencies for Early Education and Care Educators
· Requirements established in 606 CMR 7.00 of EEC’s regulations; 
b. Align with EEC’s Preschool (STE) Standards
  and Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks for Mathematics;
 
c. Incorporate innovative elements, be hands-on and intentional, and have clear goals and objectives with well-defined lesson plans, teacher guides, and support; and

d. Include parent and family involvement and reflect strength-based values by recognizing families as their child’s first teacher and as experts about their own child.


2. Develop an innovative curriculum that covers a particular topic or unit within STEM or all STEM disciplines. 


3. Develop a curriculum that can be replicated by other educators and programs and be accessible to all childcare settings.  


4. Document the Grantee’s use of the curriculum in FY2014 and FY2015 through documentation, pictures and written journal(s) or other methods approved by EEC.  

5. Translate curriculum into multiple languages (e.g., languages frequently used within the EEC mixed delivery system include Spanish, Portuguese, Mandarin Chinese, and Haitian Creole. 


6. Supply EEC and/or its subcontractors with hard copies of the Grantee’s Innovative Preschool STEM Curriculum and produce for EEC and/or its subcontractors a digital version of the curriculum in a format to be specified by EEC.


7. Agree to participate in future EEC STEM events, during and after the conclusion of the grant period, to demonstrate Grantee’s curriculum, programmatic outcomes, documentation and other associated products.
Selected Grantees must submit detailed outlines of their Innovative Preschool Curriculum to EEC that includes relevant content information.  
Grant proposals may offer additional supports to support curriculum and outcomes; supports may be in coaching and mentoring, educator professional development, development of planned learning communities to support implementation, and/or stipends to educators to support educator involvement, training, and curriculum implementation.   

Grantees shall participate in any evaluations of this grant conducted by EEC. 

	Funding  

	Total funding for this grant initiative is up to $250,000, subject to appropriation.  EEC expects to fund between 10 and 20 grants, depending on the number of grant applications received and the funding amounts requested. EEC seeks to fund a mix of varied innovative grants proposals that integrate different STEM formats and focus on different parts within EEC’s mixed delivery system. EEC welcomes proposals from individual childcare providers, intentional partnerships, and/or formal or informal childcare organizations.

Additionally, a program match is required of all applicants. Please note that “program match” is a flexible definition.  It can be considered cash or in-kind matching funds by the grantee. In-kind funds from the lead applicant and/or the community partners are acceptable to fulfill this requirement. The match must be a dollar for dollar up to the amount of funds requested in the grant. For example, a program shall provide a matching amount equal to one dollar for every one dollar received in grant funds. The match funds must serve to enhance the activities listed in the “Required Services” section of this grant. The In-Kind funds must be entered into the Budget Workbook (see Appendix A for instructions).

Funding is subject to state budget allotment and appropriation.  Should additional funds become available, EEC reserves the right to make additional grant awards based on the responses received, the needs of the Commonwealth, and, if applicable, to ensure geographic coverage.  In addition, EEC reserves the right to reallocate funding in the event one or more grant is terminated or ended prior to the grant term.  EEC also reserves the right, in the event additional funding becomes available, to add additional required services and/or extend the existing services if applicable.

Use of Funds 

EEC may fund a successful grantee’s entire proposal or may elect to fund only those services that  reflect EEC’s strategic direction and priorities.


Funds must be used to support the grant goals, priorities, and/or requirements contained in this Grant Application, as well as the expected timeline and expense measures.  EEC reserves the right to approve, deny, and/or request modifications to planned fund use.  

Selected grantee(s) may use grant funds for the following purposes:

Allowable Fund Use

· Personnel and fringe benefits for costs associated with staff time that will be used to carry out the grant requirements. 

· Travel Expenses for program administrators, program coordinators, and professional staff for in-state travel costs required to implement grant specific activities. 

· Equipment includes items that have a useful life of more than a year. 

· Supplies: 
· Supplies that will be used to carry out the required services of the grant, including but not limited to purchasing instructional materials such as books, research materials and subscriptions related to curriculum development. 

· Supplies and materials to implement grant activities
· Contractual 

· Funds to pay to another program, agency or individual to carry out a single purpose or specific service to meet the objectives of this grant. 

· Subcontractors: funds paid out to another program or agency to carry out an entire part (sub-part) of the grant. 

· Training Stipends

· Professional Development skill attainment to implement curriculum

· Coaching and mentoring  for educators on implementation of curriculum

· Other:  

· Curriculum related costs

· Digital services

· Operating costs (i.e. telephone, computer and internet access, postage, etc.).
· Printing/Reproduction

· Indirect Costs:  any costs that are incurred as a result of grant award activities and that provide a benefit to the grant project, but that cannot readily identified with or directly allocated to a specific grant.   
Unallowable Fund Use:

Grant funds shall not be used to pay for the following: 

· Purchase of Food;
· Computer hardware;

· Equipment purchase, rental and/or repair;

· Conferences and conference fees; 

· Out of state travel;

· Aide/paraprofessional staff salaries;

· Lobbying Expenses:  Grant funds shall not be used to cover costs incurred by employees, lobbyists, or consultants to influence any local, state or federal legislation or policy in either the Legislative or Executive branch.

	Reporting

	EEC expressly reserves the right to modify and/or add additional reporting requirements, fund tracking mechanisms, and/or performance measures for the grantee(s) to follow related to any of this grant funding.

EEC will require monthly reporting of progress and grantee meeting as needed through project implementation. Meetings may be by phone, face to face, or program visits as needed.  



	Grant Duration
	December 16, 2013 to August 31, 2014

	Required Forms to be Submitted

                                                                  
	In accordance with the submission requirements detailed below, all required documents, including the budget workbook, narrative questions, attachments, and fiscal forms must be received at EEC’s Central Office by 4:00 PM on November 22, 2013. 
All of the following documents below must be submitted:
· by mail with one (1) original (all signatures must be in blue ink) and three (3) copies,
· electronically 
1)  FY2014/FY2015 Checklist for Grant Application
2)  FY2014/FY2015 Signed Cover Page

3)  FY2014/FY2015 STEM Budget Workbook

4)  FY2014/FY2015 Narrative Questions 
5)  FY2014/FY2015  Timeline and Expense Measures

6)  Copy of Indirect Cost Approval Letter (if you are claiming Indirect Cost)
7)   Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) (if applicable)

Required Electronic Submissions:
Submit documents via email as an attachment to EECSubmission@massmail.state.ma.us Please include name of grant and name of your agency on the subject line of the email.  Example:  FY2014/FY2015 Preschool Innovative STEM Curriculum Grant, Boston Social Services.

Applicants must also complete and mail one original packet of the following forms with their Grant Application response (unless applicant already has these documents on file with the Commonwealth of MA)
MA Standard Administrative Forms
· A signed Commonwealth Terms & Conditions form 
· W-9 with DUNS # 
· Contractor Authorized Signatory Listing 
· Authorization for Electronic Funds Payment (EFT) Form 
· Federal Funding and Accountability and Transparency Act (FFATA) Reporting Requirements

To:

Department of Early Education and Care

FY2014/FY2015 Preschool Innovative STEM Curriculum Grant
 Agency Name, Program Name
Attention: Elizabeth Bryant, Grants Administration 
51 Sleeper Street, 4th Floor

Boston, MA 02210

EEC may disqualify any incomplete grant applications from consideration/review. 
Please note: If your application is selected for funding, EEC will e-mail a Standard Contract Form to the individual identified as the “Applicant Contact” in Part 1 of each response.  This Form will need to be printed, signed (in blue ink), and returned to EEC prior to the Grant start date.  Directions on how to submit the signed form to EEC will be explained with the form.

	Additional Info
	The following Appendices are for reference only; they do NOT need to be filled out by the Respondent or included in any response submitted.
· Appendix A:  Budget Workbook Instructions
· Appendix B:  Evaluation and Rating Criteria                                                                    
· Appendix C:  Grant Payment Terms, Grant Expenditures, Termination, Recoupment of Funds, and Relevant Law                                                                                                


	Timeline


	Grant Application Release/Posting:                                  

October 18, 2013
Bidder’s conference:           
Location: EEC Central Office
51 Sleeper Street, 4th Floor, Boston, MA 02210
http://mapq.st/120vlUE                           

October 25, 2013
1:30 PM-3:30 PM                           
 Submission of Intent to Bid:   
Email Intent to Bid to

EECSubmission@massmail.state.ma.us
October 25, 2013

4:00 PM 

Submission of Written Inquiries:         
Applicants must submit written inquiries to EECSubmission@massmail.state.ma.us
October 29, 2013

4:00 PM
Response to Written Inquiries:     
November 6, 2013 (estimated)
Submission Deadline:
Applicants must submit proposals to EECSubmission@massmail.state.ma.us
November 22, 2013

4:00 PM
Bidders are Notified of Awards:                                   

December 9, 2013 (estimated)
Grant Start Date:                                                                       

December 16, 2013 (estimated)
EEC reserves the right to adjust the timeframe laid out above.  It is the responsibility of the applicant to keep up to date on changes to this Grant Application by checking the EEC Website.

NOTE:  In general, applications received after the deadline will not be reviewed or considered for funding. EEC reserves the right to review and/or fund an application submitted after the deadline where an emergency situation caused or contributed to the late submission.
EEC reserves the right to request additional information regarding any responses/applications received.  EEC shall have the right to specify the amount of time for submission of such additional information. EEC shall have the right to disqualify responses where such information is not submitted within the timeframe specified by EEC.
EEC shall have sole discretion in determining whether or not to provide an opportunity for a non-successful grant applicant to request a debriefing regarding their grant application.  EEC may limit the time period for debriefing requests to be submitted, the number of debriefings granted, and the manner in which debriefings will be conducted (by telephone, e-mail, and/or in-person).  In general, a debriefing involves providing an applicant with a copy of the scorecard and accompanying comments created by the evaluation team that reviewed their grant application, along with a brief discussion around those comments and scores.  A debriefing shall not include any comparisons between grant applications.  If debriefings will be permitted for a specific grant, EEC will include such information along with the grant award(s) notification.


[1] National Center for Children in Poverty. Young Child Risk Calculator. Retrieved from �HYPERLINK "http://www.nccp.org/tools/risk/"�http://www.nccp.org/tools/risk/�. 


� http://www.mass.gov/edu/birth-grade-12/early-education-and-care/curriculum-and-learning/


� http://www.eec.state.ma.us/docs1/curriculum/20110519_infant_toddler_early_learning_guidelines.pdf
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