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Appendix D: Qualifications for Instructors, Consultants, Trainers, Coaches, and Mentors

All Early Childhood Trainers, Consultants, and Mentors must:

1. Hold a minimum of a bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution of higher education in early childhood education or a related field; 
OR
2. Hold a minimum of an associate’s degree from an accredited institution of higher education in early childhood education or a related field  and:

a. Additional credit hours or CEUs in early childhood education;

b. Credit hours in leadership, management, or child care administration.
OR
3. Hold a specialty degree outside the field of Early Childhood Education that directly relates to the subject matter being addressed
In addition to the above, all the following qualifications are required:
a. Minimum of 3 years experience in teaching and/or administration of an early care/education program; 

b. Minimum of 2 years experience related to the professional development area being addressed;

c. Minimum of 2 years experience providing consultation, training, and/or mentoring.

d. Demonstrated ability to use developmentally appropriate practice and to implement adult learning strategies;
e. Demonstrated knowledge of curriculum development across all domains including  individualization to meet the needs of children with a wide range of needs and abilities;

f. Demonstrated knowledge of EEC initiatives such as QRIS, core competencies, curriculum guidelines and early literacy;
g. Demonstrated ability to adapt strategies and resources to the client’s learning style, culture, language, needs and preferences;
h. Demonstrated ability to develop IPDPs with educators and programs that include goals, outcomes and strategies and adhere to it;
i. Regularly assesses training or mentor session outcomes including the use of participant feedback;
j. Demonstrated ability to apply principles and techniques of objective program observation and assessment.
Consultants and mentors who advise programs on accreditation must also have a minimum of 3 years experience as child care program administrator that includes leading a program through the relevant accreditation process.
Consultants and mentors who advise programs on EEC’s Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS) must participate in EEC webinars related to QRIS for coaches and mentors.

EEC will continue to define the qualifications for trainers, consultants, and mentors funded by this grant and reserves the right to revise these qualifications during the grant period.
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