[image: Description: cid:image002.jpg@01CEB3C2.E660E460][image: ]FY2016 Educator and Provider Support 
Renewal Grant Application
Questions and Answers

Q1. Can more than one person from an agency register for CommBuys?

A1. More than one person per agency can function as a user within COMMBUYS. You may need  to go through the administrator in your agency to gain access. 
	
Q2. Can EPS grant funding be used to pay for Master’s Level College Courses?

A2. Yes.  Please note that professional development courses that do not result in at least 0.5 CEUs or college credit are not an allowable fund use.	

Q3. In the EEC qualifications for Instructors, Consultant, Trainers, Coaches, and Mentors description, it specifies that Consultants and Mentors who advise programs on EEC Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS) must have completed the on-line course, Foundations of the Massachusetts QRIS.   This course is no longer available on-line.  What is the expectation of how to meet this requirement and how can this course be made available for coaches?

A3. At this time the Foundations of the Massachusetts QRIS online course is not available. Participation in EEC's monthly QRIS webinars for coaches and mentors will serve to meet this requirement. An amendment to Appendix D: Qualifications for Instructors, Consultants, Trainers, Coaches, and Mentors will be issued.   

Q4. If we have an indirect cost approval rate, can we use that rate?

A4. Agencies with an approved indirect cost rate must write their actual approved Indirect Cost Rate in Indirect Cost Rate box in the Online Application. Under no circumstances can the use of the indirect cost rate exceed the amount of funds (10% of the total grant) allocated to administrative purposes.
 
Q5. Can you clarify agency indirect and administrative costs? 

A5. Some agencies will have an indirect cost rate that has been approved by the federal government. If an agency has an approved indirect cost rate they may include funds to administer the grant in line 10: Indirect Costs. Agencies with an indirect cost rate do not need to indicate a breakdown of funds spent to administer the grant. Agencies that do not have an approved indirect rate must demonstrate where funding is being allocated for the administration of the grant and grant services within the appropriate budget line items. 

Q6. Are there any limits or parameters on grant funds that can be allocated to technology infrastructure for data collection and management? 

A6. There are no specific guidelines included in the FY2016 Educator and Provider Support  Renewal grant application or within Appendix B:  FY2016 Educator and Provider Support Budget Guidelines that pertain to technology infrastructure for data collection and management.  All grant expenditures are reviewed to ensure they support the goal of the grant and are in the best interests of the Commonwealth. 

Q7. For grantees that collect fees for courses, is the fee money restricted the same as grant funds?

A7. Funding collected through fees must be used to further support the goals of the EPS grant. 

Q8. If a CEU course is under development, are we able to list it on the course catalogue as a Spring CEU offering? 

A8. Coursework that is in development at the time of grant submission and has not yet been approved for CEUs should be included in the narrative response for question 7. Courses that have not been approved for CEUs should not be included on the course catalogue submitted with the grant application.

Q9. Will coursework that is in development count towards the 33% funding requirement?  

A9. Yes, funds used to develop future credit-bearing professional development opportunities will count towards the 33% requirement. 

Q10. What is your expectation for how we support the roll out of WIDA, including CEU course development and facilitation, particularly because the master cadre trained people have an MOU to provide the training? 

A10. If master cadre participants have a MOU to provide a training in return for participation in the WIDA Master Cadre this should be at no cost to the EPS grantee.  It is at the discretion of the EPS lead agent as to whom they contract with to provide professional development services through the EPS grant. 
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