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Inclusive Preschool Learning Environments Renewal Grant
FY2014 EEC Grant Fund Code 391

Questions and Answers 
Posted June 10, 2013

The list below reflects all questions submitted at the grant renewal meeting held on May 28, 2013 as well as, those submitted electronically.  Some of the questions may have been rewritten and/or consolidated into more comprehensive questions.  

Eligibility:
Question 1. We are still working to complete our first QRIS Application. Can we apply for the FY14 IPLE grant without sending in our QRIS Summary Profiles for the programs/schools that that receive funding through this grant?
A 1. Yes, however, EEC would like to clarify that although 391 Grantees are expected to be participating in QRIS by June 30, 2013, Level 2 participation is encouraged, not required.  To comply with this requirement, all applicants must submit a final QRIS application to the QRIS Program Manager on or before June 30, 2013.   As noted on page 3 of the Grant Application, EEC reserves the right to not award and/or to withhold this grant funding from any entity that has not fulfilled the QRIS Participation requirement.
In the event that a lead agency is not able to submit the QRIS Application Summary Profiles (which demonstrates that an IPLE funded program/school has submitted their QRIS Application), EEC must be in receipt of a written statement as applicable to each IPLE program or school that includes the following information:  
1) Program/School Name, Address, and Program Number
2) An explanation as to why the IPLE program/school was unable to complete and submit a QRIS Application by June 30, 2013.
3) A brief written plan that includes the strategies that the program and school will implement in efforts to meet the grant requirement, that describes any QRIS training and /or technical assistance activities that the program will participate in or has identified a need for; and states the Date by which the program or school anticipates that their program will submit their QRIS Application Summary Profiles as documentation of their QRIS participation. 

EEC must be in receipt of this written statement no later than 4:00PM on June 30, 2013. All statements should be submitted as attached Word documents via email with the Subject Line: IPLE FY14 QRIS Participation Plan _Lead Agency Name to evelyn.nellum@state.ma.us




Class Size and Teacher-Child Ratio
Question 2.  What is the acceptable class size/ratio to be listed for “co-taught classrooms”? Can the number of IEP students enrolled be increased within “co-taught classrooms”? 
A 2. The class size and teacher-Child Ratios set forth on p. 4 of the RFR are the same for co-taught classrooms.
Composition of Children Enrolled

Question 3. What can be done to accommodate changes in classroom composition due to transition of students throughout the year or late identification? 
A 3.  IPLE funded programs are required to ensure that at least 15 % of the children enrolled in the IPLE setting are children with IEPs. 
Program Quality and Curriculum Alignment
Question 4.  Public Schools are required to use the Common Core requirements, how is this grant aligned with the Common Core requirements?
A 4.  The Inclusive Preschool Learning Environments Grant requires that grantees support the development and early learning of children with and without disabilities in inclusive preschool settings through the implementation of a developmentally appropriate and inclusive early childhood curriculum aligned with the Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks for Preschool and Kindergarten, which incorporates the Common Core. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Additional information about the Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (ESE) resources for implementing The Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks is located on ESE website at: www.doe.mass.edu/candi/commoncore 
Question 5.  Are 391 grantees still expected to maintain NAEYC accreditation?
A 5.  The FY2014 Inclusive Preschool Learning Environments Grant did not reference any changes to participation in NAEYC.  The FY2014 in the Required Services section (on page 4) states that grantees must continue to support the development and early learning of children with and without disabilities in inclusive preschool settings through the implementation of a developmentally appropriate and inclusive early childhood curriculum aligned with The Massachusetts Preschool Early Learning Guidelines, The Massachusetts Curriculum Frameworks for Preschool and Kindergarten, Massachusetts Quality Rating and Improvement Standards for Center-based/School-based programs, and The Early Childhood Program Standards for Three and Four Year Olds; therefore, 391 grantees should maintain accreditation on an ongoing basis.  

Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS)
Question 6. Where can our school get additional information about QRIS and the QRIS requirements?
A 6. EEC has many resources in place to support programs with the QRIS application process, including: regional EEC Program Quality Specialists, trainings through regional EPS Grantees, and numerous on-line tools and webinars.  Many of these resources are located on the EEC website under QRIS Resources for Programs: http://www.mass.gov/edu/birth-grade-12/early-education-and-care/qris/qris-resources-for-programs.html.  
Should you have additional questions about the QRIS process, please contact an EEC regional Program Quality Specialist.
	Name
	Position
	Regional Office
	Phone Number
	Email Address

	Christine Davidson
	Program Quality Specialist
	Springfield
	413-881-1539
	Christine.Davidson@MassMail.State.MA.US

	Joyce Fulmer
	Program Quality Specialist
	Worcester
	508-461-1446
	Joyce.Fulmer@MassMail.State.MA.US

	Cheryl McLellan
	Program Quality Specialist
	Quincy
	617-979-8601
	Cheryl.McLellan@MassMail.State.MA.US

	Jamie Carragher
	Program Quality Specialist
	Lawrence
	978-826-1302
	Jamie.Carragher@MassMail.State.MA.US

	Anne Hemmer
	Program Quality Specialist
	Taunton
	508-967-3413
	Anne.Hemmer@MassMail.State.MA.US

	Gwen Alexander
	Program Quality Specialist
	Boston
	617-988-7812
	gwen.alexander@MassMail.State.MA.US

	Pam Roux
	Educator Provider Support Specialist
	Boston
	617-988-7820
	pam.roux@MassMail.State.MA.US

	Evelyn Nellum 
	Policy Analyst, Special Education
	Boston
	617-988-6646
	evelyn.nellum@state.ma.us


        
Question 7. For which sites do we submit QRIS information?
A 7. All sites (programs and schools) that receive IPLE funding are required to participate in QRIS. These sites are often referred to as the “IPLE funded program” or “IPLE funded school” and are those sites that receive 391 funding to support the cost of the salaries and fringe of the Preschool Teachers and Paraprofessionals working in a designated inclusive setting. 
Question 8. Should we be doing a new QRIS application each year? Is there an update process?
A 8.  After a program/school has completed and submitted their first QRIS Application, EEC conducts a review to verify that the QRIS Application and the related supporting documentation, and that the program receives a QRIS Rating. Instructions for “copying” and updating information after a program’s QRIS Rating has been granted, are located on EEC’s website. A QRIS Rating is valid for two years. 

Professional Qualification Registry (PQR)

Question 9.  How many people can be listed on the QRIS professional development component? QRIS only requires us to enter one teacher, and only additional teachers that wish to have an assigned PQR number to attend trainings. For this grant are we required to enter all teachers for QRIS?
A 9. As stated on page 2 of the Grant Application:
“Each Program Administrator, Preschool Teacher, and Paraprofessional working at the program and /or school funded through the IPLE Grant must be registered in the Professional Qualifications Registry (PQR) ensuring that information related Education, Work Experience, Educational Training, and Professional Development completed within the last five (5) years is reported in the appropriate sections in the PQR.”
For the purposes of creating a QRIS Application and to manage staffing information in the Professional Qualifications Registry, only one person must be registered in PQR “Program Admin User Privileges with a status of “active”.
Be advised that any educator interested in participating in EEC’s Educator Provider Support (EPS) sponsored trainings and professional development opportunities must registered in the Professional Qualifications Registry.   
Question 10. Please explain responsibilities of public school teachers and administrators for entering information into Professional Qualifications Registry (PQR). 
A 10. Public schools are encouraged, but not required, to enter data related to teachers and administrators into the PQR.  If a public school elects not to enter data into the PQR, the public school will be required to print copies of the related information contained in the ESE registry and maintain this information with the school’s other QRIS documentation. EEC staff will need to review this information when verifying the Workforce Qualifications standards for QRIS. 


Funding

Question 11. Please explain why these grants have not been level funded?
A 11. As stated on page 5 of the FY2014 Grant Application, 391 funding is subject to FY2014 final state budget appropriations, budget language and EEC Board approval. Based upon the available information pertaining to the States FY2014 budget process and the timing of the release of Fund Code 391 grant, EEC anticipated deductions in the state funding for FY2014, and adjusted the funding levels for the FY14 Grant Application accordingly. 
Allowable Use of Funds: 

Question 12. Can I add another classroom to the grant funding if they meet the outlined grant requirements?
A 12. No, the grant requires that the same IPLE funded programs and IPLE funded classrooms that served children through the FY2013 Inclusive Preschool Learning Environments Grant are funded in FY 2013.  However, there is one limited exception to this requirement that is set forth on p. 4 of the Grant Application:
a.  In the event that funding cannot be used in those (same classrooms  or programs as funded in FY13), because the setting no longer meets the definition, grantees may request to redistribute these funds to other programs or classrooms provided that those classrooms satisfy the definition and criteria of an inclusive preschool learning environment.  
Question 13. Can these grant funds money be used for a summer program? 
A 13. Yes, provided that these summer program settings continues to meet the definitions of the inclusive preschool learning environment, as outlined above in Question 10 and specified on pages 4 of the FY2014 Inclusive Preschool Learning Environments Grant application. 
Question 14.  Does it make a difference if a teacher is funded in one classroom or across multiple classrooms by this grant?
A 14. No, provided that the Preschool Teacher or Paraprofessional is funded in direct relation to maintaining the required adult/child ratios the teacher may be funded in one or more classrooms. 
Question 15. Please review the formula for allocating the percentage of the teachers/assistants salary in respect to numbers of typically developing and special education children.
A 15. In the use of fund sections of the grant application (RFR) on page 6, it states that 391 grant funds for Salaries in public schools settings must be proportionate to the number of children without IEPs, as federal special education funds (Fund Code 262) should be used for the cost related to children with IEPs.  This should be reflected in the number of FTEs that will be funded through the use of 391 grant funds in the salary line items. 
Transportation: 
Question 16. Could you clarify transportation policy with regards to high risk students?
A 16. The purpose of the Inclusive Preschool Learning Environments Grant is to support the preschool-age children with and without IEPs in inclusive settings.  These funds may be used for the costs of transporting children to and from the inclusive program, including subcontracted staff for transportations services. However, transportation cost for students with disabilities, where these related services are delivered through a child’s IEP are not an allowable use of 391 funds. [See 603 CMR 28.05 (5)(b)].
In addition, the appendix of the Grant Application includes additional information about EEC transportation policy. 

FY2014 Programmatic Questions 1-7 (Section A):
Question 17. If a teacher teaches in AM and PM, is it counted twice?
A 17. No, please provide a unique count of the number of classrooms funded by this grant. 
FY2014 Programmatic Questions 8-10 (Section B):
Question 18. Should we answer all questions within the document itself and then submit?
A 18. Yes, respond to Programmatic Questions 8-10 in the word document provided, and create space as needed in order to respond to the questions. Please limit your responses to 1 page per question.  Your answer should be typed in Arial font, font size 12, and single-spaced.  
Question 19. To clarify definition of “outcomes,” are these programmatic outcomes or child specific outcomes?
A 19. When responding to Programmatic Question 9, “the outcomes of the specific practices used” to ensure that programs that each of the IPLE funded school or program continues to meet the standards and requirements of an inclusive preschool learning environment should include both programmatic and child outcomes, as the standards and requirements of the grant are both programmatic and “child-focused”.
Reporting:
Question 20. Are we required to include information if we will not be requesting another grant or renewal grant next year?
A 20. Yes, grantees are obligated to meet all Reporting Requirements regardless of the intent to seek renewal funds in future years.  Failure to meet reporting requirements may result in EEC withholding or recouping grant funds.

MA Standard Administrative Forms
Question 21. Regarding upcoming superintendent or staff turnover, can this name still be used as an official signatory? Will a revised form be required?
A 21. In the event that there is staff turnover resulting in a change to a vendor’s Authorized Signatory, a new form must be updated, notarized and submitted, with an original signature in Blue ink.  
Future Funding Opportunities
Question 22. Regarding FY2015, when will a decision be made about it becoming a competitive year?
A 22. At this time, EEC anticipates that the Inclusive Preschool Learning Environments Grant (IPLE) Fund Code 391 will be issued as a Competitive Grant Opportunity in SFY2015. 
