FY 2015 Inclusive Preschool Learning Environments Grant – Questions and Answers Document


FY 2015 Inclusive Preschool Learning Environments Grant (Fund Code 391)
Questions and Answers 
Q1.Can you clarify whether this FY 2015 Inclusive Preschool Learning Environments Grant is specifically for entities who have already been awarded contracts for this grant in the past, or may new applicants apply for these funds in FY 2015?

A1:  Through this FY 2015 renewal Grant Application, only lead agencies or their sub-recipients that received Inclusive Preschool Learning Environments Grant (IPLE) Fund Code 391 grant funds in FY 2014 are eligible to apply for these funds, provided that the FY 2014 lead agencies or sub-recipients continue to meet eligibility requirements. However, EEC anticipates that the IPLE may be issued as a competitive grant opportunity in FY 2016.
Q2.  If a former 391 grantee (funded in FY 2013 or earlier) did not meet the QRIS requirements in 
FY 2014 and did not receive funding in FY 2014, but has since met those requirements, may they apply for this grant in FY 2015? 

A2:  No, please see response to Question 1. Also, Appendix D: FY 2015 Fund Code 391 Grant Eligibility Amount provides a list of the entities that received funding in FY 2014 that are eligible to apply for the FY 2015 renewal Grant Application. If your agency is not listed in this document, then your agency is not eligible to apply for the FY 2015 renewal grant.  
Q3. If an agency used funding in more than one inclusive classroom in the past, but is concerned that one of the previously funded settings will no longer meet the criteria in FY 2015, how should they  report this change and how will it affect funding?  

A3:  Funds associated with this grant must be used to support the IPLE funded settings that continue to meet the standards and requirements of an inclusive preschool learning environment as defined in the FY 2015 Grant Application.  In the event that an FY 2014 IPLE funded setting (classrooms, schools, or programs) no longer meets the definition, grantees must notify EEC of their intent to redistribute funding to a different program, school, or classroom, provided those settings satisfy the definition and criteria of an inclusive preschool learning environment and meet the QRIS participation requirements.
To notify EEC and report on proposed changes, the following information must be addressed in an Applicant's response in the Online Grant Application Projected Deliverables (Part 8):  

· 1f. FY 2015: Projected Number of IPLE funded public schools: The description must include a list of the names of each school, the school's QRIS Program ID, and provide an explanation for any proposed changes for FY 2015.

· 1g. FY 2015: Projected Number of IPLE funded classrooms in public schools: The description must include additional information on the IPLE classrooms, such as number of sessions, number of days the IPLE program was offered per week, session hours, length of program day for child, etc., and provide an explanation for any proposed changes for FY 2015.
· 2f. FY 2015: Projected Number of IPLE funded EEC-licensed programs: The description must include a list of the names of each program and the program's QRIS Program ID separated by semicolons, and provide an explanation for any proposed changes for FY 2015.

· 2g. FY 2015: Projected Number of IPLE funded classrooms in EEC-licensed programs: The description must include additional information on the IPLE classrooms, such as number of sessions, number of days the IPLE program was offered per week, session hours, length of program day for child, etc., and provide an explanation for any proposed changes for FY 2015.

In the event that an FY 2015 grant applicant is unable to redistribute funding to a different program or classroom that satisfies all FY 2015 grant requirements, EEC will address significant discrepancies with each FY 2015 grant applicant, prior to final approval of their FY 2015 Grant Application and FY 2015 Final Award amount.

Q4. If our agency intends to redistribute funding to a different school that currently meets the definitions and criteria of an inclusive preschool learning environment, but is not currently participating in QRIS, are we allowed to request to use funds in this school?  

A4: It is the applicant's (Lead Agency) responsibility to ensure that all public school preschools and center-based programs anticipated to receive FY 2015 IPLE funding are participating in the Massachusetts Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS) by the FY 2015 Grant Application submission date, which is April 17, 2014 by 4:00PM. QRIS participation is demonstrated by a completed QRIS application that has been submitted using the QRIS Program Manager (QPM). The QRIS Application should have a QRIS self-assessed level of Level 1 or higher.
Q5. Our agency is moving the IPLE funded preschool to a new public school that will open for School Year 2014-2015. The preschool program will meet the grant's definition of the inclusive preschool learning environment, but is not currently participating in QRIS because the school has not yet opened.  Are we allowed to request funds to be used in this new school for FY 2015?
A5: Agencies that are proposing to use IPLE funding in a new school or program that will commence initial operations after April 17, 2014 and before September 15, 2014 must notify EEC of their intent to reassign funds to this new school in response to the Projected Deliverables questions. 

In addition, this new school must participate in QRIS according to the FY 2015 QRIS participation requirements no later than October 1, 2014.  Grantees may be subject to HOLD payments or a reduction in FY 2015 grant funding for failure to satisfy these requirements.  

QRIS Requirements:

Q6. Is a new QRIS Application submission required every year?  

A6: All QRIS applications are valid for two years from the date a level rating is granted. EEC is currently revising the rating policy, which may affect the expiration date of applications in the future. Programs will be notified via email if the two-year expiration requirement is changed. If additional assistance is needed, applicants may contact their Regional Program Quality Specialist. Contact information can be found on EEC's website, on the QRIS home page.  
Online Grant Application

Q7. Do agencies need to use the same password that we have used for other EEC grants in the past? 

A7: After selecting the name of the lead agency from the drop down menu, you will be prompted to create a password for the FY 2015 391 Grant Application.  This password is unique to this FY 2015 Grant. Once a password has been set up, this will be the only password that can be used with the FY 2015 Online Application for the Inclusive Preschool Learning Environments Grant. 

Please make sure that you record this information in a safe place and only share it with colleagues that will need access to the Online Application.  If an agency anticipates staff changes, it is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that all parties that require access to the Online Application are provided with the password. If additional assistance is needed, applicants may contact EECSubmission@massmail.state.ma.us to request assistance. 

Applicants are also reminded that any individual that has access to the password may change, alter, edit, or delete any information that has been entered and saved within the Online Application. 
Languages Spoken (Part 3)

Q8. In the Language Served section (Part 3) of the Online Application, should the agency only report the languages served in the IPLE funded settings or the languages served in the entire district?   

A8: Report only on the languages that are served by the IPLE funding settings that receive funding through your Lead Agency for this grant. 
Budget Sections: Lead Agency Budget (Part 4) & Subcontractor Budget (Part 5)
Q9. If our Lead Agency has multiple sites, do we report them in the subcontractor section or are they included within our Lead Agency Budget?  

A9: If the Lead Agency has multiple programs or school sites that are part of that agency, then all proposed spending for these sites should be completed in the Lead Agency Budget (Part 4).  
Q10. If the Lead Agency is a regional school district, do we create a Subcontractor Budget (Part 5) for each of the schools from the participating districts? 

A10: No. If the Lead Agency is a regional school district, then the Lead Agency Budget should be used.  
For example: Hampshire RSD includes Chesterfield-Goshen, Southampton, Westhampton, and Williamsburg, all proposed spending for the related schools should be completed in the Lead Agency Budget (Part 4).  
Q11. My lead agency is a community based Head Start program and we also provide funding to a local public school district. Should the information for the public school program be completed in the Subcontractor Budget (Part 5)?
A11: Yes.  

Q12. If the grant does not cover the full salary for a preschool teacher and/or a paraprofessional, then how should the FTEs be reported in the budget section?

A12: For each staff person that is funded through this grant, only the FTEs that are equivalent to the portion of salary that will be paid with 391 grant funds should be reported. Please see Appendix B Budget Guidelines for additional information.  

Q13. If a teacher works in an inclusive environment in the morning and non-inclusive environment in the afternoon, how should the FTE be reported? 
A13:  Costs associated to Preschool Teachers salaries and Preschool Paraprofessional salaries used to fulfill the grant requirements in the designated IPLE funded settings are an allowable use of 391 grant funds.   Grant funds cannot be used to support salaries in classrooms where children with documented special needs and/or disabilities comprise over 50% of the classroom enrollment, as these settings are considered substantially separate learning environments. Therefore, only the FTEs that are equivalent to the portion of salary that is an allowable use of funds and that will be paid with 391 grant funds should be reported. 
Q14. I received an error message that states that my request for fringe benefits exceeds 35%. Will I be able to submit my application?

A14: If the requested fringe is over 35% of your total, then it will alert you to include a breakdown of costs in the narrative box. The narrative box is located in the Lead Agency Budget on the right hand side, the same narrative boxes you use to enter text for other line items. Once you enter a narrative, the alert may still appear as a reminder, but it will allow you to submit your grant. 
Projected Deliverables (Part 8)

Q15. In the Projected Deliverables (Part 8) of the Online Application, should the Lead Agency only report on their agency or should information for all subcontracted partners (sub-recipients) be included in the responses to these questions?   
A15: The Lead Agency must ensure that information pertaining to all of its subcontracted partners (sub-recipients) is included throughout the entire Grant Application. 

Lead Agencies with subcontracted partners (sub-recipients) are reminded that they are requesting grant funds on behalf of another agency. As a result, Lead Agencies are responsible for ensuring that the sub-recipients of these awarded funds also fulfill the requirements of the grant, which included fulfill the fiscal and programmatic reporting, and includes the Projected Deliverables section (Part 8) of the Online Application. Please refer to the terms and conditions of the EEC's Standard Contract Form (SCF) for additional information. 
Q16.  What is the difference between IPLE funded classrooms and IPLE funded sessions?  
A16:  IPLE funded classrooms are the physical classroom settings where IPLE funded educators are assigned to teach. An IPLE funded session refers to the number of times that a physical classroom is used for IPLE purposes throughout the day. 
For example: A school providing IPLE funded inclusive educational services in two classrooms in a school building is using two physical classroom spaces within in the building. They may be using these two preschool rooms, two times a day by serving one group of children in the morning and one group of children in the afternoon.  Therefore the school has two (2) IPLE funded classrooms and provides a total of four (4) IPLE funded sessions that day.
Q17. How should an agency count children that receive half-day IPLE services with one agency and half-day IPLE services with another agency? 

A17:  Each child enrolled in an IPLE funded setting that receives funding through the lead agency should be reported.  In the event a child participates in two different programs that both receive IPLE grant funding, then the child is enrolled in both IPLE funded programs and should be counted one time for each.

For example: if a child attends one half day in an IPLE funded public school and one half day in an IPLE funded EEC licensed program, the child is enrolled in both programs and should be counted one time for each. Use the description section to explain that the child has dual enrollment in two different IPLE funded programs/schools. 
Q18. In the Projected Deliverables (Part 8) section of the Online Application, how should an agency report the maximum capacity of children in a classroom if this number is expected to change?  

A18:  Applicants are expected to provide a response on maximum capacity for FY 2014 (now) and for FY 2015 (next school year). If the program anticipates that the maximum capacity will change in FY2015, enter the new anticipated number. If that number is not yet confirmed for FY 2015, enter the number that is anticipated and use the description to indicate that the final number has not yet been determined.
Q19. In the Projected Deliverables (Part 8) section of the Online Application, how should an agency report the tuition fee if this number is expected to change?  

A19:  Applicants are expected to provide a response on tuition fees for FY 2014 (now) and for FY 2015 (next school year). If the program anticipates that the tuition fees will change in FY2015, enter the new anticipated number. If that maximum dollar amount is not yet confirmed for FY 2015, then enter the dollar amount that is anticipated and use the description section to indicate that the final tuition fees have not yet been determined.
Q20.  Some of our programs charge tuition, but not all. How should this be addressed in the Projected Deliverables (Part 8) section?
A20:  Applicants are expected to provide a response on tuition fees for FY 2014 (now) and for FY 2015 (next school year). Enter the maximum tuition fees that are charged for the program/school that does charge tuition, and use the description section to explain that only some of the programs charge tuition. 
Required Grant Forms (Part 9)

Q21:  Our program does not charge tuition, but we are required to submit documentation of our tuition policies and procedures. What document should our agency attach and submit with the mailed Grant Application?
A21:  Applicants should submit documentation that indicates that tuition is not charged, or that the Inclusive Preschool Program is free. 
Cover Page (Part 11)

Q22. The cover page has an address for our agency that is not correct. How can we change this?

A22:  The address that appears on the cover page is the legal address EEC has on file. If changes have been made, submit new MA standard Administrative forms with your Grant Application. 
Q23. What are the Federal Funding and Accountability and Transparency Act (FFATA) Reporting Requirements, and are we required to submit it with this grant for state funding?

A23: FFATA is a reference-only attachment. An agency is not required to submit this with their Grant Application. 
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