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	10 pts
	Rating Criteria

	0
	The bidder’s answer is incomplete and/or vague.  The answer does not demonstrate an understanding of the issues and/or programmatic requirements.  The weaknesses of the answer far outweigh its strengths.

	2
	The bidder’s answer barely meets minimum requirements.  It demonstrates a reasonable understanding of the issues but provides insufficient detail on the programmatic requirements.  The weaknesses of the answer outweigh its strengths.

	4
	The bidder’s answer is not comprehensive.  It demonstrates a reasonable understanding of the issues and satisfies some programmatic requirements.  Answer offers few details and fails to develop the response beyond public knowledge of grant issues.    

	6
	The bidder’s answer is adequate and demonstrates an understanding of the issues and satisfies programmatic requirements.  Overall, the answer demonstrates more strengths than weaknesses.

	8
	The bidder’s answer is comprehensive.  It reflects an understanding of the issues and satisfies programmatic requirements and, in some areas, exceeds the requirements. The answer’s strengths far outweigh any weaknesses. 

	10
	The bidder’s answer is comprehensive.  It reflects a clear understanding of the issues and addresses all issues identified in the submission requirements and, in the majority of instances, exceeds all requirements.  No weaknesses are identified.


Narrative Questions for Validation of Educator Competencies Grant

Please Note:  Unless specifically exempted (below), all documents requested in response to these questions will be counted in the overall page limit for narrative response.

I. For all Research Projects (limit 10 pages):  

1. Please describe your ability and experience in conducting robust research related to early education in areas such as child development, classroom practice, or educator effectiveness using evidence based tools.

a. You may submit samples of past reports, questionnaires, data collection and analysis plans and other materials. 

b. Please submit at least three references for similar work, including each reference’s full name, contact information, and a summary of the research you performed for the reference.
c. Please address your organizational capacity and personnel availability to support and sustain this project.




 
d. Please identify a project manager for this project.  Describe the educational background and credentials for the project manager and any individual(s) who will conduct research for this project. Include resumes for the project manager and key research staff. 

(Resumes should be attached and will not be counted in the overall page limit.  Bidders may attach up to 3 samples of relevant publications or other materials described in subpart a. above, which will also not be counted in the overall page limit. ) 

II. For Project 1, Validation of Educator Competency Related to Social/Emotional Development (limit 20 pages):
1. Please submit a detailed description of how you propose to research the impact of educator competency on the healthy social/emotional development of children from birth through 5 years old. 

a. Describe the methodology and the theoretical framework of the study’s design;

b. Explain what initial data and other information will be required to do this research;

c. Describe how you will select a sample of programs that reflects the mixed delivery system and how similarities and differences among programs in the sample will be addressed;

d. Identify any variables or limitations that are likely to affect the research;

e. Identify the evidence-based tools that you will use to evaluate classroom practice;

f. Describe how you will use the Infant/Toddler and Preschool Guidelines, the QRIS Standards, and/or the Curriculum Frameworks in your research;
g. Explain how stipends for participating programs will be addressed.
2. Explain how your research will determine:

a. which classroom practices and program characteristics are associated with healthy social/emotional development in children and fewer expulsions;

b. how educators can create a classroom climate that is conducive to healthy social emotional development;

c. how the rate of expulsion relates to educators’ competency across all learning domains, with emphasis on competency in meeting the social/emotional needs of children;

d. how the rate of expulsion relates to the extent of parental engagement with the program;

e. which children remain most at risk for expulsion;

f. the relationship between educators’ access to supports, such as regular, intentional consultation and related professional development, and the success of children with challenging behaviors in programs;

g. how programs that have supports compare to those that do not in terms of expulsion rates, behavior problems, parental involvement, and observable classroom social-emotional climate?
3. Please submit a detailed timeline that demonstrates the completion of all required tasks and deliverables within the timelines specified in this Grant Application. 

4. Please submit a proposed budget (including proposed hourly and/or project based rates) that includes the number of hours per task, rates/cost per task, staff that will complete each task, and the projected overall cost of completing this work.   

III. For Research Projects 2 and 3, Validation of Educator Competency Related to Literacy And Numeracy respectively (limit 20 pages):  

1. For each project you are applying for, please submit a detailed description of how you propose to design research that analyzes the impact of educator competency on the development of literacy or numeracy skills, as applicable, in children from birth through 5 years old. 

a. Describe the methodology and the theoretical framework of the study’s design;

b. Explain what initial data and information would be required to do this research;

c. Identify any variables or limitations that are likely to affect the research;

d. Describe how you will select a sample of programs that reflects the mixed delivery system and how similarities and differences among programs in the sample will be addressed;

e. Identify the evidence-based tools that you will use to evaluate classroom practice;

f. Describe how you will use the Infant/Toddler and Preschool Guidelines, the QRIS Standards, and/or the Curriculum Frameworks in your research;
g. Explain how stipends for participating programs will be handled.
2. Explain how your research will determine:

a. which classroom practices and program characteristics best support the mastery of literacy and/or numeracy in  children including those who are bi-lingual or whose primary language is not English;

b. how educator competency in curriculum affects the outcomes in these areas for children;

c. what educator competencies help high needs children achieve desired outcomes;

d. the relationship between educators’ access to instructional supports, such as coaching and intentional professional development, and children achieving the desired outcomes;

e. what external factors affect programs’ and educators’ ability to achieve desired outcomes for the children in their care? 

3. Please submit a detailed timeline that demonstrates the completion of all required tasks and deliverables within the timelines specified in this RFR. 

4. Please submit a proposed budget (including proposed hourly and/or project based rates) that includes the number of hours per task, rates/cost per task, staff that will complete each task, and the projected overall cost of completing this work.  

IV. For Project 4, The Effective Use of Digital Strategies(limit 20 pages):

1. Please submit a detailed description of how you propose to design research that analyzes the effectiveness of using research-based digital strategies to enhance the ability of educators and parents to support children’s healthy growth and the development. 

a. Describe the methodology and the theoretical framework of the study’s design;

b. Explain what initial data and other information will be required to do this research;

c. Identify any variables or limitations that are likely to affect the research;

d. Describe how you will select particular digital strategies for evaluation;

e. Describe how you will select a sample of programs that reflects the mixed delivery system and how similarities and differences among programs in the sample will be addressed;

f. Explain how stipends for participating programs will be addressed.

2. Describe how your research will determine:

a. which digital strategies are most effective in helping  educators to support development of competency in the areas of social/emotional, literacy, and numeracy;

b. which digital strategies are most effective in helping  parents to support their children’s development in these areas;

c. how the characteristics of the early education setting interact with the digital strategies’ effectiveness;

d. how digital resources are best integrated into, and aligned with, the program’s curriculum; 

e. which areas of development these digital strategies support;
f. how the use of digital resources can best reinforce and advance instruction;
g. which strategies are most effective in supporting children’s healthy social, emotional development or the development of literacy and/or numeracy skills; 

h. the relationship between educators’ access to digital resources and accompanying instructional supports and children achieving the desired outcomes;

i. what external factors affect programs’ and educators’ ability to use digital strategies effectively; 

j. how the effectiveness of the digital strategies could be increased?

3. Please submit a detailed timeline that demonstrates the completion of all required tasks and deliverables within the timelines specified in this RFR. 

4. Please submit a proposed budget (including proposed hourly and/or project based rates) that includes the number of hours per task, rates/cost per task, staff that will complete each task, and the projected overall cost of completing this work.  
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This document contains the narrative questions; it is part of the FY13 grant application. All questions must be answered in the order they are asked. Please limit your responses to 10 pages for Section I and 20 pages for Sections II, III, and IV. Your answer should be typed in Arial font, font size 12, and single-spaced.  Some questions cover different aspects of the topic being addressed and some have several sub-questions; please take time to cover all aspects of each question and sub-question in your responses. 
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