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October, 2009

Dear Parents/Guardians/Child Care Providers:

Your school district is participating in a required Special Education activity through the Department of Early Education and Care, in collaboration with the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education. The district will be measuring progress on up to 40 preschoolers on IEPs. This year all districts across the Commonwealth will be participating. While your child will be included, the state will be reporting progress on the total group of children, not on your individual child. Since it is a district initiative, individual consent is not required.    

This activity is part of a national effort aimed at improving functional skills in young children with disabilities in three child developmental domains: 

· social emotional development, 

· acquisition of skills and knowledge, and 

· behaviors to get their needs met. 

For some children, these domains may or may not be in the area of disability. Your child’s teacher and/or specialists will look at your child’s progress in these three areas and use the information from various sources, including your feedback, to improve programs and instruction.

Participating school districts will report these data to the MA Department of Elementary and Secondary Education through the use of the Child Outcomes Summary Form. This form is a data collection instrument and not an assessment instrument.   The data will tell us the extent to which progress has been made over a certain period of time based on an age appropriate developmental continuum.  The data do not reflect the quality of early childhood special education nor do they indicate the need for more or less early childhood special education services.

Districts gather information in the fall and gather progress data in the spring from multiple sources including, but not limited to: classroom/therapy observation, formal and informal assessments, and parents and child care providers. Depending on the age of your child, the district will continue to collect and report spring data until the child “exits” early childhood special education – either because s/he moves on to Kindergarten or is no longer eligible for special education. 

We welcome your participation!

Sincerely yours,

Corey Zimmerman

Policy, Research, and Evaluation

Department of Early Education and Care


