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Free Disaster Legal Services Available in Berkshire, Franklin Counties

Residents in Berkshire and Franklin counties affected by the August 27 — 29 storms can request the assistance
of a lawyer through a toll-free legal aid line. The service is provided through a partnership comprised of the
American Bar Association, the Berkshire County Bar Association, the Franklin County Bar Association, the
Hampden County Bar Association and the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA).

Individuals with legal issues arising from the severe storms that struck western Massachusetts in late August
and who are unable to afford a lawyer can request assistance 24 hours a day by calling 1-855-866-1644.
Callers will be asked to leave a voice mail message. A volunteer attorney will return the call within 24 — 48
hours. A Spanish-speaking attorney may be requested.

Legal services are available for disaster related, non-fee generating legal needs such as:

Assistance with securing FEMA and other government benefits

Assistance with life, medical and property insurance claims

Help with home repair contracts

Replacement of wills and other legal documents destroyed in the disaster
Assistance with consumer protection, remedies and procedures

Counseling on mortgage and foreclosure problems related to Tropical Storm Irene
Counseling on landlord/tenant problems

There are some limitations on disaster legal services. For example, assistance is not available for cases that will
produce a fee (such as cases where attorneys are paid part of a settlement awarded by the court). Cases that
may generate a fee are forwarded to a local lawyer referral service.
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CISA Launches Emergency Farm Fund for Farmers Affected by Hurricane
Irene

The CISA Emergency Farm Fund was launched this week by Community Involved in Sustaining Agriculture
(CISA) in partnership with Whole Foods Market, Equity Trust and individual donors in response to the damage
suffered by farms in western Massachusetts due to Hurricane Irene. The fund is a revolving fund that will
provide an additional safety net for farmers impacted by future emergencies, including natural disasters
resulting from more frequent severe weather events.

The outpouring of community concern for affected farm businesses made possible the creation of the loan
fund, catalyzed by a $50,000 matching grant provided by an anonymous donor. Thanks to this generous grant,
all donations to the fund up to $50,000 will be fully matched, and the fund could reach $100,000 or more.
With a commitment from Whole Foods Market to donate $15,000 towards the match, the fund is on its way to
raising the $100,000 or more that will ensure that emergency funds are available to farmers when they need
them.

The CISA Emergency Farm Fund will offer quick, zero-interest loans to assist farmers and farm businesses who
are struggling to meet their immediate needs in the aftermath of the storm and flooding. The fund will be
available immediately following future disasters to help farmers affected by unexpected events continue
farming.

In an effort to further enhance this effort and simplify the delivery of support, funds collected by the
Massachusetts Association of Conservation Districts (MACD) from generous vendors from the Massachusetts
Building at the Big E and matched by the Eastern States Exposition will be directed to the CISA Emergency
Farm Fund.

The CISA Emergency Farm Fund will be managed by CISA with the assistance of Equity Trust. The Loan Review
Committee includes a team of people with a variety of agricultural backgrounds and will include
representatives from CISA staff and board, Whole Foods Market, Equity Trust, Massachusetts Department of
Agricultural Resources, and farmers.

Donations to match the $50,000 are now being accepted and can be made at www.buylocalfood.org.

CISA is a nationally recognized organization comprised of farmers, consumers, and professionals working
together to strengthen local agriculture by building connections between farmers and the community.
Founded in 1993, CISA runs a number of innovative programs, including Senior FarmShare and the "Be a Local
Hero, Buy Locally Grown" public awareness campaign. Learn more about CISA at www.buylocalfood.org or call
413-665-7100.

Attention Farmers: Massachusetts Farm Energy Guide Release and
Networking Event!

Thinking about reducing energy use - and lowering fuel bills - on your farm? Are you interested in renewable
energy systems?
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Farm Energy Networking Event - Monday, October 17" - Bramble Hill Farm, Amherst MA - 4:00-6:30pm.

Come celebrate the release of the MA Farm Energy Best Management Practices Guide and get a head-start on
planning your farm’s energy projects! Meet local installers and energy contractors, explore funding
opportunities with state and federal agency reps, learn about implemented projects, and share experiences
with other farmers.

Space is still available! Please RSVP* by October 14th to Berkshire-Pioneer RC&D and the MA Farm Energy
Program at 413-256-1607 or info@berkshirepioneerrcd.org (*Please include name(s), farm name, sector, and
technology interests in RSVP). Click here for more details.

= Blog

2Ny =y | Fwikker ‘E

Massmchusatts . P =
grown ... and fresher!” twitter.com/AgCommishSoares

e
The Great Qutdoors

MDAR’s mission is to ensure the long-term viability of agriculture in Massachusetts. Through its four divisions
— Agricultural Conservation & Technical Assistance, Agricultural Markets, Animal Health, and Crop and Pest
Services — MDAR strives to support, regulate and enhance the rich diversity of the Commonwealth’s
agricultural community to promote economically and environmentally sound food safety and animal health
measures, and fulfill agriculture’s role in energy conservation and production. For more information, visit
MDAR’s website at mass.gov/agr, and/or follow at twitter.com/agcommishsoares.
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