
Somerville, MA  

“ No ammunition 
necessary: We’ll simply 
direct Inspectional Services 
to quarantine all shipments 
of organic produce on 
suspicion of potato blight or 
boll-weevil infestation, and 
see how long the locavores 
last when they’re forced to 
subsist on chain 
restaurants. “ 
 
Boston Magazine 
November, 2013  



1920’s the Marchi “family cow”on Derby Street, Somerville, MA   

Victory Garden in front of San Francisco City Hall, 1943  

Silverio and Maria Pereira, since 1967 

1918 



URBAN AGRICULTURE/LOCAL FOOD 
 
Eliminates fossil fuels used in transportation 
Eliminates chemicals 
Healthier 
Tastes better 
Preserves open space 
Supplements food budget 
Provide jobs and opportunities 
Food Technology  
Food Security  
Creates opportunities for learning for children 
 
  
 
 
  

The global population is projected to reach nine billion by the year 2050, 
and urban areas are expected to absorb the majority of this growth, 
expanding by 72 percent over the next 40 years.  







•Chickens 
•Urban Soils 
•Rats 
Composters 
Gardens 
•Bees 
 
 
 



Somerville Urban Agriculture Ordinance 
Agriculture by Scale: 
•Yard, 
•Community Garden 
•Farm 
Where you can grow, sale of crops (soil tests, farm stands, 
growing) 
 
Bees: 
Limit to 2 hives, setback requirement, requires PERMIT, watching 
a video, encourages taking a class 
 
Chickens: 
Limit of 6 chickens, no roosters, setback requirements, requires a 
PERMIT, watching video, encourages education 
 
 
  
 



Communication  
of the Ordinance 
 
A: Agriculture 
B: Bees 
C: Chickens 
 
Did you know? 
Requirements 
Recommendations 

 

http://www.somervillema.gov/sites/def
ault/files/SomervillesABCs-Of-
UrbanAgriculture.pdf 





Education  

2013 Urban Ag 
Ambassadors  

2012 Let’s Grow Series 







April 2012 



2013 MDAR Grant: $36,877 

 



2013 MDAR Grant: South St Farm 2   







2013 MDAR Grant: Innovation Farm  



2014 MDAR Grant: $39,946 



League of Urban Canners 

White House Garden 2013  

Ralph & Jenny Senior Center 

City Hall Demonstration Garden  

Rainbow Growers  



Carmello Aria 

My City Gardens 

Relish: Center for Urban Ag 











City of Somerville Website: 

http://www.somervillema.gov/departments/ospcd/parks-

and-open-space/urban-agriculture-initiaitive 

Facebook:  SLUG 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/SomervilleGardeners/ 

Tumblr:  Somerville Urban Ag 

http://somervilleurbanag.tumblr.com/ 

 


