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DCR Mission Statement 

 
 

“To protect, promote and enhance our common wealth of 
natural, cultural and recreational resources  

for the well-being of all.” 
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Tonight’s Meeting - Purpose 

To obtain feedback on starter ideas 
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“Making walking and biking possible 
for every trip” 

 

Toole Design Group’s 
Mission Statement 
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Project Goals 

• Incorporate bicycle facilities 
• Increase connectivity 
• Improve comfort and safety for all users 
• Reduce conflicts between all modes 
• Increase predictability of each mode 
• Maintain existing historic landscape 
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Why incorporate bicycle facilities 
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Study Area 

N 
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Arborway - 1905 
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Arborway - 1905 
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Historic Alignment 
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Previous Planning Projects 
• Crosswalks Improvements at Arnold Arboretum and Upper 

Arborway (2014) 
• Crosswalk and Pathway Treatment Guidelines for the Emerald 

Necklace Parks (2012) 
• Jamaica Pond Pedestrian and Bicycle Access Improvements 

Project (2011) 
• “Gateway to the Arborway” Landscape Treatment Plans (2008) 
• Parkways Preservation Treatment Guidelines (2006) 
• Arborway Master Plan (2004) 
• Emerald Necklace Master Plan (2001) 
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Building a Common Vocabulary – 
Types of Bicycle Facilities 
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Traffic Control 

24 Hour 
Counts 
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Traffic Data: Arborway 

• Average Daily Traffic ~ 49,200 vehicles per day 
• AM Peak – 3,820 vph PM Peak – 3,660 vph 
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Afternoon Peak Traffic Data 
N 
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Volumes with Speed Breakdown 
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Volumes with Speed Breakdown 
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Field Observations 

• Bicyclists riding on sidewalks 
• High vehicle speeds between Kelley Circle and 

Murray Circle 
• Minimal pedestrian crossing opportunities 
• Many drivers don’t yield to pedestrians at 

unsignalized crossing locations 
• Queues at the Centre Street signal often back 

into Murray Circle 
 



Arborway Bicycle Facilities 

What we heard 
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PROTECTED  
BIKE LANE! 

“Ability to cross traffic circles on foot or bicycle.” 

What we heard 
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What we heard 
• Trees 

 

N 
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What we heard 
• Trees 
• Disconnected open space 
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What we heard 
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What we heard 
• Trees 
• Disconnected open space 
• Speeding 
• Preserve easy access 
• Hard to navigate 
• Complex traffic circles 
• Vehicles do not yield to pedestrians 
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What we heard 
• Trees 
• Disconnected open space 
• Speeding 
• Preserve easy access 
• Hard to navigate 
• Complex traffic circles 
• Vehicles do not yield to pedestrians 
• Continuous bike connection 
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What we heard 
• Trees 
• Disconnected open space 
• Speeding 
• Preserve easy access 
• Hard to navigate 
• Complex traffic circles 
• Vehicles do not yield to pedestrians 
• Continuous bike connection 
• Carriageway comfortable for all 
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What we heard 
• Trees 
• Disconnected open space 
• Speeding 
• Preserve easy access 
• Hard to navigate 
• Complex traffic circles 
• Vehicles do not yield to pedestrians 
• Continuous bike connection 
• Carriageway comfortable for all 
• Regional traffic on mainline 

 

N 
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