Waquoit Bay ACEC

Boundary Description

The Waquoit Bay Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) boundary is defined as follows: the ACEC extends from the extreme southwestern end of Dead Neck barrier beach (mean low water, MLW)
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	and extends straight across the entrance channel of Waquoit Bay by the shortest distance to the mean low water line of the western side of the entrance channel. 

The ACEC boundary then follows the MLW line in a westerly direction (excluding the western jetty of the Waquoit Bay entrance channel) to a point approximately 1370 feet (straight line measure) from the westernmost tip of Washburn Island. This point falls on a line perpendicular to the MLW line of Vineyard Sound and tangent to a segment of shoreline which is both the southeast MLW shoreline of Eel Pond and a western edge of Washburn Island.

The ACEC boundary then follows that perpendicular line to the intersection with the western MLW shore of Washburn Island. 

The boundary follows the MLW line along the Washburn Island to its extreme northeastern point. 

The boundary then extends from this point northerly into Waquoit Bay by the shortest distance to the 6 foot depth curve (datum: MLW). 

The boundary follows the 6 foot depth curve in a northerly direction to the point of intersection with a true azimuth bearing line of 150(, drawn from the southwestern most point of shoreline of the un-named pond east of Seapit Road. 

From this point of intersection the ACEC boundary then follows this above-mentioned bearing line in a northwesterly direction to the southwestern most point of shoreline of the un-named pond east of Seapit Road and continues along an extension of this straight line to the intersection with the 100 year flood boundary still east of Seapit Road.

The ACEC boundary then follows the 100 year flood boundary (floodplain definitions are based on the most currently available Flood Insurance Rate Maps from the Federal Emergency Management Agency) in a generally easterly direction including all of Bourne Pond, Bog Pond, Caleb Pond, parts of the Quashnet River and Red Brook and all of Witch Pond, Fells Pond, and Jehu Pond. 

At the point of the fifth intersection of the 100 year flood boundary with Great Oak Road, the ACEC boundary extends west on the northern side line of Great Oak Road across the 10 foot contour line (datum: mean sea level) to the second intersection with the 10 foot contour line (MSL). 

The ACEC boundary extends from this point in a northwesterly direction along the 10 foot contour line (MSL) to the point closest to the eastern shore (MLW) of the Great River. 

From this point the line extends by the shortest distance to the eastern shore (MLW) of the Great River. 

The boundary then extends in a northerly direction along the eastern shore (MLW) of the Great River to the western most point of the entrance channel to Jehu Pond.

The boundary then extends due west to the MLW line on the west side of Great 

River 

and following the MLW line northward to the boundary between Monomoscoy Island and the adjacent northerly salt marsh. 

The boundary follows along the southern edge of this salt marsh until it 

crosses Monomoscoy Road at the southern edge of the culvert, 

and continues along the southern edge of this salt marsh to the intersection with the MLW line on the eastern side of Hamblin Pond. 

The boundary continues in a southerly direction along the MLW line on the east side of Hamblin Pond, 

connecting across the northern channel entrance of the Little River, 

and continues along the MLW line on the northern edge of Seconsett Island to the intersection of the MLW line and the town boundary between Falmouth and Mashpee. 


The ACEC boundary follows the town boundary to the intersection with the MLW line on the eastern shore of Waquoit Bay. 

The ACEC boundary extends from this point in a southerly direction along the MLW line, around Seconsett Island and then in a northerly direction to the point of intersection (Point A) with a true azimuth bearing line of 290(, drawn from the point (Point B) along the MLW line on the eastern shore of the Great River which is also the northernmost point (Point B) of property along the MLW line on the eastern shore of the Great River as described in the Plan of Land, South Cape Beach, Mashpee, Mass., prepared for the Department of Environmental Management, Scale 1”=200’, February 16, 1976, Briggs Engineering and Testing Co., Inc., Norwell, Mass., as revised March 31, 1976. 

The ACEC boundary then proceeds southeasterly from Point A along the previously described true azimuth bearing line of 290( to Point B 

and continues in an easterly direction along the northern boundary line of said Plan of Land for South Cape Beach to the intersection with the southern side line of Wills Work Road. 

The ACEC boundary follows the southerly side line of said Road to the intersection with Great Oak Road and then follows the southerly side line of Great Oak Road to the intersection with 100 year flood boundary. 

From this point, the ACEC boundary follows the 100 year flood to the southernmost extent of the 100 year flood boundary in Mashpee. 

The boundary then extends due south in a straight line to the MLW line of Vineyard Sound 

and thence in a westerly direction along the MLW line along South Cape Beach to the point of origin.


Also included within the ACEC boundary is the land along the upper reaches of the Child’s River. The ACEC boundary begins at the intersection of the northerly side line of Rt. 28 and the 100 year flood boundary on the eastern side of the Childs River.


	FLOODPLAIN

ROAD


	The ACEC boundary proceeds northerly along the 100 year flood boundary on the eastern side of the Childs River to the point where the 100 year flood boundary crosses the Childs River in a westerly direction.  The ACEC boundary then follows the 100 year flood boundary on the western side of the Childs River in a southerly direction to the point of intersection with the northern side line of Rt. 28.

The ACEC boundary then proceeds from this point in an easterly direction across the Childs River to the point of origin.


Within the boundary the following exclusions exist:


1) The existing Waquoit Bay navigational channel (6 foot depth, Mean Low Water) extending in a northerly direction from the entrance jetties of Waquoit Bay to the head of Waquoit Bay. Specifically, this means the channel delineated by existing U.S. Coast Guard buoys (See National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, nautical chart 13229, 15th Ad., February 3, 1979, page C, Waquoit Bay and U.S. Coast Guard navigational buoys). Where the channel is unmarked by buoys, the west channel boundary will be delineated by a straight line drawn from buoy C-7 northerly to the western edge of Bourne Pond. This channel would extend no further than 100 feet to the east of the west channel boundary and not exceed a dredged depth of 6 feet below mean low water. This channel will extend no further north than the present Falmouth town landing (near Seapit Road).


2) The existing Seconsett navigational channel extending from U.S. Coast Guard buoy N-6 (see NOAA nautical chart #13229, 15th Ad., February 3, 1979, page C, Waquolt Bay and U.S. Coast Coast navigational buoys) to the entrance of the Great and Little Rivers, Mashpee. The southern boundary of the Seconsett channel extends from buoy N-6, southeasterly in a direct line not to extend beyond Seconsett point.  The width of the Seconsett channel will not exceed 100 feet from the southern boundary line. The Seconsett channel will not exceed a dredged depth of 6 feet below MLW.


3) The existing small culvert beneath Monomoscoy Road, Mashpee.


Where ACEC boundaries are defined by the location of natural resource features (e.g. floodplain, wetlands), the boundaries are subject to change based on the most current definitions and data.  For a review of site specific projects within the ACEC boundary, determinations need to be made in the field or in consultation with ACEC Program staff.  

Coastal ACEC Boundary Clarification Project, November 2002.
