MASSACHUSETTS FORESTRY COMMITTEE MEETING

HARVARD FOREST - PETERSHAM, MA

December 14, 2005

1:00 PM TO 5 PM



Minutes
Attendees
Committee Members: Paul Barten (Water Supply), Jim DiMaio (DCR Ex-Officio), John Conkey (Licensed Timber Harvester), David Foster (Public at Large), Loring Schwarz (Environmental Organization), Richard DeGraaf ( Fisheries & Wildlife), Roger Plourde (Consulting Forester)
Others: Dolores Boogdanian (DCR Legal Counsel), Jim Soper (DCR), Mike Fleming (DCR), Ed Fuller (DCR), Bob O’Connor (EOEA), Christopher Riely, Bernie Bergeron, Tom Anderson, Paul Jones, Bill VanDoren, Sue Benoit, Glen Freden, Mike Leonard, Mike Mauri
*  *  *  *  *  *
Meeting called to order at 1:05 PM with eight committee members present.

Introductions / Agenda / Minutes
Paul Barton - Those present were asked to introduce themselves.
Jim DiMaio - Nominations for the “Primary Wood Using Industry Representative” on the Committee have closed.  Paul Jones and Bernie Bergeron have bee been nominated. The selection process has been initiated. Both candidates have been informed about today’s meeting.
Paul Barton - The agenda was reviewed.

Paul Barton - The minutes of the last committee meeting (November 2, 2005) were reviewed and a vote to accept passed unanimously.
Item 1: Declaration for Agents and Licensed Foresters (Paul Barton) 
Discussion
Motion: “To adopt Option 2” (Appointment of Agent Form and Acknowledgement of Standards Form and make the Appointment of Agent Form is required), made by Roger Plourde, seconded by Dick DeGraaf, passed unanimously.
Action: After review and approval be the Director and Commissioner the Bureau will prepare draft forms for review by the MFC at the next Committee meeting.

Item 2: Overview and Summary (Jim Soper)

Discussion
Motion: “Remove reference to both High Grading and Diameter Limit Cut on the Cutting Plan form and the “Other” (OT) category will be retained with modifications which offer “Other” based upon silvicultural principals”, made by Dick DeGraaf, seconded by Loring Schwarz, passed unanimously.
Break 2:47 PM – 3:06 PM

Item 3: Proposed process for developing recommendations to the Director and Commissioner (Paul Barton)
Discussion: Referred to “Table 1 – Options for the Forest Cutting Practices Act (M.G.L c. 132) cutting plan form for consideration by the Massachusetts Forestry Committee” (see handout).
Item 4: Review of options for Cutting Plan Form (Paul Barton)
Recap: 

· Option #2 - strike it.
· Option #3 - like intent, but not far enough.
· Option #4 - some communication problems with it.

· Option #5 - has promise, if add “OT” option and explain terms in plain language.

Action: Jim DiMaio, Jim Soper, and Paul Barton will develop a package of information based on gathered information to-date and send to Committee for further discussion at the January Committee meeting.

Motion: “Check-off “Other” should include the following language on page 4 of 5 (“Codes” section): All “OT” practices shall require satisfactory narrative justification or the proposed treatment based upon silvicultural principals” made by Roger Plourde, seconded by David Foster, passed unanimously.
Item 5: Call for Motion – recommending options to Director and Commissioner (Paul Barton)

Tabled until January 2006 Committee Meeting
Item 6: New Business – MFC and DCR Bureau of Forestry review of M.G.L. c. regulations leading to proposed improvements (Jim DiMaio)

Briefly reviewed and explained the bullets on item #6 in the agenda.

Confirm January meeting date and Adjourn (Paul Barten)
Next Meeting: Harvard Forest on January 30, 2006 from 1 – 4 PM.

Open Discussion
Mike Leonard - Suggested to the committee that all Forest Cutting Plans should be filed only by “Licensed Foresters”.
Jim DiMaio – There is a need to review the intent of the language in our laws when making regulatory changes so such changes comply with the intent of the Law.
Meeting adjourned at 5:30 PM
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