MASSACHUSETTS FORESTRY COMMITTEE MEETING

HARVARD FOREST - PETERSHAM, MA

January 30, 2006
1:00 PM TO 5:30 PM



Minutes
Attendees
Committee Members: Paul Barten (Water Supply), Jim DiMaio (DCR Ex-Officio), John Conkey (Licensed Timber Harvester), David Foster (Public at Large), Loring Schwarz (Environmental Organization), Richard DeGraaf ( Fisheries & Wildlife), Roger Plourde (Consulting Forester), Harry Webb (Landowner)
Others: Dolores Boogdanian (DCR Legal Counsel), Jim Soper (DCR), Mike Fleming (DCR), Ed Fuller (DCR), Bob O’Connor (EOEA), Tom Anderson, Sue Benoit, Bernie Bergeron, Bob Perschel, Mike Mauri, Mike Leonard
*  *  *  *  *  *
Meeting called to order at 1:15 PM.

Introductions / Agenda / Minutes
Paul Barton - Those present were asked to introduce themselves.
Paul Barton - The agenda was reviewed.

Paul Barton - The minutes of the last committee meeting (December 14, 2005) were reviewed and a vote to accept passed unanimously. One correction was noted (page one, Item 1, Motion, change “an” to “and” in the 2nd line of the motion.
Jim DiMaio – Two letters (Glenn Freden and Bruce Spencer) and comments from Howard Mason were included with the minutes of Dec. 14th.

Introductory Comments (Paul Barton)
Item 1: Chief Forester’s report on earlier MFC recommendations (Jim DiMaio)
· Reviewed “Letter” from DCR Commissioner re: adoption of MFC recommendations (handout)
· Nominations for the “Primary Wood Using Industry Representative” on the Committee: Paul Jones withdrew his nomination. Bernie Bergeron’s nomination was forwarded to the Commissioner for his review and signature.
Discussion:
· Concern expressed re: workload and timing of MFC.  Focus needed.
· Jim DiMaio and staff could develop a list of items the MFC could address. The MFC could then prioritize the list through August 2006 to facilitate meeting Commissioner’s deadline on regulatory input.
Item 2: Brief recap of the review process at December 14, 2005 MFC mtg. (Jim DiMaio)
· Reviewed pages 3 & 4 of Agenda / Handout (Forest Cutting Plan Form Options 1, 2, 3, & 4write-in) 
· Reviewed “Option 4- LS” handout presented by Loring Schwarz (developed using Dick DeGraaf model - Option 1 above)
Discussion:  Issue - “What is the purpose of the Forest Cutting Plan (FCP)?”
· What does the MFC want the check-offs to be?

· What else does the MFC want the form changes to accomplish?
· Should there be upfront educational awareness information presented to the landowner?

· Suggestion to place landowner’s goals/objectives on the “Agent Form” (2 sided Agent Form?).

· 3 step process: 1.) Declaration/Disclosure, 2.) Agent Form, 3.) Objectives/Goals?

·  Suggestion to require a handout (educational - Goals/Objectives?) be presented to the landowner at the same time as the “Declaration/Disclosure” statement is presented.
Break 2:40 PM – 3:05 PM

Item 3: Developing recommendation(s) to the DCR Staff, Director, and Commissioner (Paul Barton)
· see pages 3 & 4 of Agenda / Handout (options 1, 2, 3, & 4write-in) and “Option 4- LS” handout
Discussion:
Option2
· Suggested changes:
· Landowner Objective: (Strive to?) or (Emphasize?) maximizing the log-term ecological and financial value of the forest.

· Landowner Objective: (Strive to?) or (Emphasize?) maximize the immediate financial return of the timber sale.  While this will meet the requirements of the Forest Cutting Practices Act, it may reduce the long-term ecological and financial value of the forest.

· Suggestion was made to add a third check-off.
Option1
· Can we ask the landowner for both the “objectives/goals” of the current cut (what’s presented on the FCP Form) and their long-term “objectives/goals”?
· Layout of Option 1 with other purpose of obtaining statistical data from plans.  Alter layout to create list with other options.

· Provide a “Range” for each option (1 -5?). If the “Lo” has a range of options (1-8), the DCR/Service Forester can apply its own standards to evaluate and separate these into short-term or long-term for the purpose of data analysis.
· Suggestion to look at the “Stewardship Plan” matrix model of objectives.

· Suggestion to seek expertise on taking Stewardship objectives matrix model and converting them to a usable form on the FCP form.

· Issue is what has happened to the Forest vs. long-term / short-term objectives.

· Suggestion to get rid old baggage (short-term / long-term names) and replace with acceptable – preferred.  List 2 or 3 silvicultural categories to choose from.
· Concern expressed over terminology (silvicultural vs. silvicultural principles / silvicultural systems).
· Option 1 - 2 or 3 categories or original objectives.
· Focus (regulatory) is on short-term income producing option.

· Current FCP already has Options 1, 2, and 3 on it.
· Education option / Long-term possibilities.

· DCR/Service Forester work on Option 1 (both Dick DeGraf and Loring Schwarz handouts) and create check-off boxes into categories.

· The design of the FCP form should ensure the landowner is able to find a place where they fit in.
Item 4: Call for a Motion - recommendation(s) to the DCR Staff, Director, and Commissioner (Paul Barton)
Discussion: 

· Can Dick DeGraaf’s staff help with visualization of Option 1 write-ups?
· Should develop 2 Options [Option 2 and Option 1(from a combination of pages 3 & 4 of handout and “Option 4-LS” handout)].

· Suggestion was made to throw out #1 from Option 1.
Motion: MFC request DCR/BOFFC&F Staff further develop “Option 1”, drop# I from Option 1, and include landowner objectives (utilizing page 3 of handout and “Option 4-LS” handout language), while maintaining the descriptive characteristics of the landowner objectives for the next MFC meeting.  Motion passed unanimously.

Item 5: Approach and Timeline for MFC and DCR BOFFC&F review of M.G.L. Ch. 132 regulations (Paul Barton / Jim DiMaio)
· Tabled until next MFC Meeting
Action: Jim DiMaio, BOFFC&F Staff, Roger Plourde, and Paul Barton will develop a package on approach and timeline information and send to MFC for further discussion at the next MFC meeting.

Item 6: Set date, time, and location of next MFC meeting…and possible field trip... (Paul Barten)
· Suggested site visits (field trip) when weather is better.

· Suggested seeing full spectrum of FCPs on field trip (good, bad, etc.)

· Suggested field trip be held in western Mass. (Berkshires). 

· Next Meeting: Harvard Forest on April 10, 2006 from 1 – 5 PM.

Adjourn
· Meeting adjourned at 5:05 PM
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