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Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation
Trail Proposal and Evaluation Form
1. Requester's Information and Contact:
2. DCR Facility (Park or Forest) and DCR Field Team Leader and District Manager Contact:
3. Description of Proposed Trail:
Is this an: Upgrade of existing (  )   Relocation of existing (  )   New trail (  )
Change in Use (  )

Length: ____________________________

What is the primary Designed Use for the trail? (i.e. pedestrian, equestrian, OHV, xc-skiing, etc.)
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What is the Proposed Trail Class (1-5)? 

(See DCR Trail Guidelines Manual, Section III, Trail Classification, page 36, and Appendix F.)

What are the Design and Maintenance Standards for the Proposed Trail? (tread width, clearing width, obstacles, target grades, max grades, etc.). You can label the diagram.
4. Location of Proposed Trail: 
Attach a detailed map of the proposed trail location. Map should show contours, wetland resources, vernal pool, priority habitat for rare species, etc. (see http://maps.massgis.state.ma.us/map_ol/oliver.php for on-line mapping)
5. Wetland and Stream Crossings:
Will there be any new wetland or stream crossings on this trail?
Please describe in details (type, length, material) and include drawing of the design.

6. Signage and Marking:
What blazing, marking and signage is proposed?  Please include sample sign designs.

7. Support and Success of Trail Project

Who supports this initiative?
What is the evidence for the demand or need for this project?
Who will construct / complete these improvements? (If Volunteers, then a Volunteer Stewardship Agreement will need to be developed)
What materials or other costs are associated with this project and how will these be funded?
Who will maintain this trail project for future use?
8. Closures:

What trails or trail segments are proposed to be closed in conjunction with this project? (DCR desires to reduce mileage of less sustainable trail when any new trails are considered for a no net gain.)

DCR Review of Proposed Trail Project 

(To be filled out by DCR staff.  It can be most helpful for key staff to meet jointly at the site to complete.)

1. Is this project supported by existing DCR plans? Is it embodied in an RMP or Trail Plan?  If not, is it supported by operations and planning staff?  Should it be pursued? (DCR reserves the right to reject any trail proposal.)
2. What are the potential short and long term management issues associated with this project?

Design, construction and maintenance issues:
Management issues (abutter concerns, user conflicts, safety, resource impacts):


3. Would this trail need to meet FS Accessibility Standards? Yes/No? Why? 

 (e.g. 5% grades (up to 12.5% for 10 feet), 36” clear opening, firm and stable tread, < 2” obstacles - See Trails Guidelines Manual, Section II, Page 28. )
4. Site Evaluation

Discuss issues with the location topography, steepness and trail alignment, and possible alternatives:

Discuss Historic, Cultural or Archeological resources, impacts or issues:
Discuss Forestry Management impacts or issues:
Rare, Species or Natural Communities: Is it in NHESP Priority Habitat? Or identified Natural Community? If so, what are the potential species and management issues.
Wetland and Stream Crossings: Discuss wetland issues, vernal pools, stream crossings.
Discuss other potential impacts or conflicts:
5. Permitting:  
Massachusetts Regulatory Review Checklist

( Yes  ( No  Will any of the work require digging, pulling or scaring of ground surfaces?
 If yes, DCR shall have project reviewed by DCR Archeologist. Proponent shall file permits with MHC is such as required after initial archeological review. All permits shall be reviewed by DCR prior to submittal. 

( Yes  ( No
Will any work occur within 200 feet of a stream or river or within 100 feet of a wetland resource?
If yes, contact your local conservation commission for help preparing an RDA or NOI.  All permits shall be reviewed by DCR prior to submittal. 

( Yes  ( No   Does the project area intersect with any Priority Habitat Area? 

If yes, DCR shall send a project review request to NHESP. Proponent shall file permits if such are required by NHESP. All permits shall be reviewed by DCR prior to submittal. 

*For additional information on permitting, please see DCR Trail Guidelines Manual, Page 29.
Approval:
Facility Supervisor / Team Leader

Approve (  )
Disapprove  (  )

Comments / Recommendations:
Signature:______________________________________
Date:______________________

Management Forester


Approve (  )
Disapprove  (  )

Comments / Recommendations:
Signature:______________________________________
Date:______________________

Trail Coordinator


Approve (  )
Disapprove  (  )

Comments / Recommendations:
Signature:______________________________________
Date:______________________

District Manager



Approve (  )
Disapprove  (  )

Comments / Recommendations:
Signature:______________________________________
Date:______________________

Scan and submit a copy of completed forms the DCR Bureau of Planning and Resource Protection, Greenways and Trails Program, Paul Jahnige, paul.jahnige@state.ma.us for tracking purposes.
Conditions: DCR places the following conditions on this project.  


Failure to comply, may result in…


- immediate suspension of the project


- fines for violations of CMR 302 12.12(11)
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