Chapter Two

Why Greenways? 

The Value of the Greenway Approach
The Benefits of Greenways
Creating greenways can benefit you and your community in numerous ways, both now and in the future.   Although quite diverse, these benefits may be grouped into three broad categories: environmental, social and cultural, and economic.  While each greenway has specific impacts, this chapter provides you with an idea of some of the multiple benefits that commonly result from greenway efforts.  Feel free to borrow from these ideas as you publicize the greenway concept in your community.  Although no greenway can be expected to yield all the values listed below, remember that as the range of potential uses and users of a greenway increases so too will the constituency that supports it.

Environmental Benefits
By their very nature, greenways benefit the environment by preserving the integrity of natural systems.  They help conserve and enhance our resource base, and protect the plant, wildlife, and human populations which depend on the health and well-being of our natural environment.  
In particular, greenways can:
· Protect, conserve, and link together natural resources and open areas;

· Preserve environmentally-sensitive areas;

· Help protect endangered species and their habitat;

· Revitalize threatened and degraded resource areas;

· Protect fish and wildlife habitat;

· Connect isolated habitat areas and help preserve biological diversity;

· Provide natural buffers along waterways and enhance water quality by trapping and filtering pollutants;

· Slow runoff, which helps groundwater recharge, filters non-point source pollution, and reduces flooding, erosion, and stream sedimentation; and
· Conserve wetland areas.

In more developed settings, greenways can:
· Provide shade by protecting trees, thereby helping to absorb sound and heat from buildings and streets;

· Help save energy by providing opportunities for non-motorized transportation;

· Provide usable open areas within a developed landscape; and
· Provide habitat for many species of wildlife.

Social and Cultural Benefits 
Greenways benefit society on a fundamental level by reconnecting people with the land and with one another.  Through education, recreation, and preserving local character, greenways can help to restore or enhance our interactions with the outdoors and with the landscapes that define our cultural heritage.
From a social and cultural perspective, greenways can

· Provide recreational opportunities close to people's homes;

· Provide easy access to the outdoors at little or no cost;

· Promote interaction among people of different ages and socioeconomic backgrounds;

· Promote community wellness by encouraging exercise;

· Conserve and enhance community character by protecting the natural, cultural, scenic, and open space resources that create a sense of place;

· Encourage revitalization of urban waterfronts and cultural and historic resources, often improving the image and safety of an area;

· Enhance the utility of existing facilities and natural areas by linking them together;

· Create traffic-free routes between schools, shops, and parks; and
· Act as outdoor classrooms for both school children and adults.

Close and easy access to recreational opportunities encourages participation in outdoor activities, be it for exercise, relaxation, or nature study.   This has an appeal that transcends generational or economic lines and enables people living in urban, suburban, or rural areas to experience the outdoors in their own neighborhoods.  This sort of opportunity will enable people to develop a better appreciation for the natural environment and will hopefully foster a sense of stewardship and responsibility among all members of society.  Building a diverse group of outdoor advocates throughout Massachusetts will help ensure that our natural and cultural resources flourish for generations to come.

In addition to the direct social benefits listed above, greenways can play an important role in land-use planning and growth management.  The key here is to focus on the positive aspects of creating greenways and on their compatibility with development.  In this context, greenways can:
· Provide a positive way to shape growth;

· Act as lines of demarcation and buffer incompatible land uses;

· Direct development away from sensitive areas; and
· Act as landmarks or points of reference in the land-use planning process.

Economic Benefits

The environmental and social benefits of greenways are quite compelling and have successfully stimulated interest and enthusiasm for greenway planning at all levels of government.  However, these merits are very difficult to quantify and concrete economic benefits are often necessary to translate enthusiasm into official support, funding, and action.  Many citizens, businesspeople, and local officials are concerned that greenways and greenway planning will cost their communities money in capital outlays, tax dollars, and maintenance.  Over the last decade, a number of studies have been completed which address these very concerns.  They overwhelmingly indicate that while planning for and securing greenway corridors do cost money, the economic benefits, social gains, and environmental protection derived from these activities outweigh the initial and long-term costs we will incur if we do not directly address resource protection and recreational needs.  Many communities have found that the cost of services that must be provided to new residents, especially for education, outstrip the costs of open space protection.  With proper planning, greenways have also been found to save tax dollars by helping to direct development away from sensitive areas and toward locations that are better able to accommodate construction.  This often reduces municipal infrastructure costs and saves money by protecting rather than by having to restore fragile areas such as floodplains and aquatic habitats.  Also important to consider are the intangibles, such as the real estate value derived from the enhanced community image a greenway affords.  

In terms of economic benefits, greenways can

· Increase the value of adjacent properties, which enhances the tax base and helps to offset the lower tax revenues generated by open land;

· Attract recreation- and tourism-based businesses, such as cross-country ski touring or bicycle and canoe rentals and trips;

· Generate local revenues through tourist and local spending at greenway events;

· Save money by conserving stream corridors, wetlands, and floodplains, thereby minimizing the amount of money a community spends on repairing flood damage;

· Reduce the amount of money spent on cleaning up and seeking new drinking water supplies by helping to protect water quality; and
· Save communities money on infrastructure and service costs often required as land is developed.

The Advantages of the Greenway Approach 
In addition to the positive impacts of greenways themselves, the greenway approach to resource management offers a number of advantages.

Greenway Planning is Practical
Dollar for dollar, greenways often provide more protection and a greater degree of access than some of the more traditional land protection efforts which focus on setting aside large tracts of land.  Because of their linear nature, greenways do not require an extensive amount of land, offering an efficient and effective means of protecting a diverse resource base and increasing public access to recreational opportunities.  

Greenways provide a logical means of managing a variety of resource areas which are often dispersed throughout the landscape.  They emphasize existing landscape features and use them as the framework for planning.  Because these natural areas rarely coincide with municipal boundaries, greenway planning often leads to a more environmentally-based, regional view of land and resource management.  Greenways also offer an unusual opportunity to take a holistic approach to resource protection by explicitly planning for the joint use and protection of natural, cultural, and recreational resources. 

Greenways are sensitive to current recreational needs and demands.  In 1987 the President's Commission on Americans Outdoors found that not only are the recreational demands of the American people growing, they are also changing.  Based on their research, the Commission found that people want convenient and continuous access to recreational opportunities close to their homes.  Greenways are structured to meet these demands.

By linking together various resources, greenways are an efficient means of resource and recreation planning.  Connecting existing resources, patches of open space, and linear strips of land and water creates meaningful open space networks.  While some of the resources included in greenway systems are valuable in and of themselves, individual fragments may not be appealing or inviting to potential users, may not be adequate to support wildlife, or may not effectively protect the environment.  Weaving them together, however, greatly increases their ability to meet both environmental and recreational demands.  The whole greenway becomes a great deal more than the sum of its parts. 

Because greenway corridors are linear in nature, they are ideal for providing multiple access points.  This encourages use by a broader range of people, whether they are out for an afternoon stroll or bike ride, a long-distance hike, or a day-long canoe trip. 

Greenway Planning is Flexible and Adaptable
Every greenway is unique and reflects particular interactions between people and the land.  Greenways can be established in urban, suburban, and rural areas, and they can address a variety of goals and objectives.  In addition, the goals and priorities of greenways themselves often change over the length of the corridor and can be implemented accordingly across a region.  This enables a community to achieve specific local goals while complementing and becoming part of a regional system.

Greenway Planning Addresses the Needs of Several User Groups

Greenways are appealing to many different types of individuals and organizations.  By involving citizens and public officials who may not normally work together, greenway planning efforts are able to build extremely diverse constituencies.  These interactions and a broad base of support can help counter, or even eliminate, opposing points of view.  In addition, cooperating on a project often fosters a sense of trust and develops a basis for future planning efforts.

These same benefits can be realized beyond the boundaries of a single neighborhood or town.  Many greenway efforts bring together people from different towns as partners.  Success in planning a regional greenway may encourage a more regional approach to other planning initiatives in the future.

Greenway Planning is a Citizen Based Effort
Most greenways are born out of the hard work, enthusiasm, and perseverance of ordinary citizens as they strive to transform their ideas into realities.  Playing an active role in establishing a greenway is empowering.  It enables us to create something positive and tangible for ourselves and for our communities.  Involvement in greenway planning fosters civic and personal pride, and helps to create or restore a feeling of community which is fast becoming a rarity. 
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