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Benton MacKaye
Hunting Hill, Shirley/Lunenburg town line, June 27, 1937
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“Montachusett” is the region “under the counseling of three mountains from
which it takes its name, Monadnock, Watatic and Wachusett.”
--Benton MacKaye, in 1949 attributing origin of the term “Montachusett” to
Fitchburg Sentinel editor Samuel Hopley, c. late 1920s.



“The project is one for a
series of recreational
communities throughout the
Appalachian chain of
mountains from New
England to Georgia, these to
be connected by a walking
trail. Its purpose is to
establish a base for a more
extensive and systematic
development of community
life. It is a project in housing
and community architecture.
... ltis in essence a retreat
from profit.”

From:

Journal of the American
Institute of Architects, October,
1921



“What is
suggested is a
‘long trail’ over
the full length of
the Appalachian
skyline, from the
highest peak in the
north to the
highest peak in the
south—from Mt.
Washington to Mt.
Mitchell.”



Appalachian Trail today:

2,190 miles long
Spans 14 states
Protected corridor:
250,000 acres
Traverses 8 National
Forests, 6 units of the
National Parks System
75 public land areas

Designated first of two National
Scenic Trails under 1968 National
Trails System Act, along with
Pacific Crest Trail



MacKaye Cottage, Shirley Center, c. 1890



MacKayes in Shirley Center, July 1916



MacKaye Cottage “Sky Parlor,” 1958









August, 1897: Sturgis Pray, Benton MacKaye, Draper Maury, setting out for
two-week White Mountains hike from Albany Intervale/Passaconaway,
Swift River Valley, New Hampshire, “the time | first saw true wilderness.”




Crawford Notch, White Mountains, August, 1897:
Benton MacKaye, Sturgis Pray, Benjamin S. Pray, Draper Maury,
Robert. P. Mitchell



1900

(MacKaye graduates from Harvard College)

U.S. Motor Vehicle Registration

(Autos, Buses, Trucks)

8,000

U.S. Population

76 million



Vermont, 1900



Vermont, 1900



Grout’s Job, south of Stratton Mountain, Vermont, 1900



MacKaye on assignment for US Forest Service in
eastern Kentucky, summer 1908



Harvard Forest, Petersham, Mass., 1908
(U. S. Forest Service established in 1905)



“A system of navigable rivers would dovetail
intimately with a system of mountain chains
skirting the edges of the various watersheds.
Here would be the basis of a land-and-water
transportation system which could connect
and unify a possible national recreation
ground which would reach from ocean to
ocean.

From “Recreational Possibilities of Public Forests,”
October, 1916, Journal of the New York State Forestry

Association

(1916: National Park Service established)



1919 U.S. Department of Labor Report,
Employment and Natural Resources, with
map of six “cutting blocks” in Snoqualmie
National Forest, Washington, logged in
rotation in 50-year cycles.



1920

U.S. Motor Vehicle Registration

(Autos, Buses, Trucks)

9.24 million

U.S. Population

106.5 million




From:

“Progress Toward the
Appalachian Trail,” Appalachia,
journal of the Appalachian
Mountain Club, December,
1922



1925:

Appalachian Trail
Conference (now the
Appalachian Trail
Conservancy) founded



Arthur C, Comey,
planner, AMC
leader,
outdoorsman,
spoke at the first
meeting of the
Appalachian Trail
Conservancy,
March 1925, on
“Going Light.”



1925

“.. Mr. MacKaye
must be much
heartened by the
spread of his
idea.”

Arthur Comey,
reporting in
Appalachia on the
organizational meeting
of the Appalachian
Trail Conference, 1925.




Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr., moves to
Brookline, 1883, partly to carry out work
he had already begun on design and
construction of the “Emerald Necklace.”

CITY OF BOSTON - - - PARK DEPARTMEN™
DRICKEN, FRANCIS A WAIVTR, CHARLES F.&

PLAN OF PORTION OF

PARK SYSTEM
COMMON o FRANKLIN PARK

CHARLES RIVER BASIN, GHAR! ZSBANK, COMMONWEALTH AVENUE,

BACK BAY FENS, MUDDY RIVER IMPROVEMENT, LEVERETT FARK, —
JAMAICA PARK, ARBORWAY AND ARNOLD ARBORETUM. E [‘UL

. - SCALES v < ] ﬁ_‘:

s = = = e N ¥

!

\
|

L
i
|

W




CHARLES ELIOT
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Charles W. Eliot: President of

Harvard University, 1869-1909;

President of Trustees of Public
Reservations, 1905-1926

Eliot at Jordan Pond, Mount
Desert Island, Maine; created
Hancock County Trustees of
Public Reservations, 1901; led
to establishment of Acadia
National Park, 1919



Metropolitan
Park
Commission,
established
1893; map
produced by
Charles Eliot

Sylvester Baxter,
first secretary of
the Metropolitan
Parks Commission



Conservation, planning landmarks

1875: Boston Park Act; initiation of Emerald Necklace (completed in mid-
1890s)

1876: Appalachian Mountain Club founded

1883: Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr. moves home, office to Brookline
1891: The Trustees of Public Reservations established

1893: Metropolitan Park Commission established

1896: Massachusetts Audubon Society established

1898: Massachusetts Forestry Association established (later [1933] named
Massachusetts Forest and Park Association, then [1993] Environmental
League of Massachusetts)

1905: U.S. Forest Service established

1909: Harvard landscape architecture department offers first U.S. graduate
course in city planning, taught by James Sturgis Pray

1911: Weeks Act passed, authorizing establishment of National Forests in
the East

1916: New England Trail Conference established

1916: National Park Service established; language regarding agency
purpose attributed to Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr.



The Trustees of Public
Reservations,
established 1891

Conference on the
Needs and Uses of
Open Spaces,
1925



Charles W. Eliot Il

First “Field Secretary”
of Trustees of Public
Reservations

Secretary and organizer
of 1925 Conference on
Needs and Uses of
Open Spaces



"OPEN SPACES IN MASSACHUSETTS

By CHARLES W. ELIOT, 2np
Secretary, Trustees of Pl'l._E“C Reservations
‘ ALY
HE problem of Open Spaces in Massachusetts is somewhat
different frem that in other states because of the number of
private and government organizations which are concerned, and
because of the lack of any central place or State Park organization to

handle_the probiem.
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The Trustees of Public Reservations, a private corporation or-
ganized in 1891, together with a number of other private societies,
called a “Conference.on the Needs and Uses of Open Spaces in Massa-
chusetts” on May 14, 1925, at which Mr. B. Loring Young, former
Speaker of the House of Representatives, presided and at which Presi-
dent Eliot, Commissioner Williams, and others spoke.

As a result of this meeting an executive Committee composed of
representatives of organizations concerned and certain individuals was
formed to further codperation for common ends. Mr. Charles S. Bird,
Jr., is chairman of this Committee. The aim of the Committee is
“codperation among existing organizations and government depart-
ments interested in the provision, distribution, development and main-
tenance of public open spaces in Massachusetts™ as follows:

1 To provide a central place for the record of past accomplish-
ments and future aims;

2 To speak and work together for common aims with combined
prestige and influence;

3 To prevent duplication of effort in related or overlapping fields;

4 To formulate and advocate policies for (a) securing well-
distributed open spaces, (b) safeguarding and preserving scenic
and historic sites, (c) maintenance and development of areas
for their most appropriate uses.

Reprine from “Landscape Architecture,” October, 1925.



Massachusetts Town Forests, c. 1925















1927: “Map of Existing Open Spaces in Massachusetts”
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“Existing Open

Spaces” in Bay

Circuit region,
1927



November, 1927, Governor Alvan Fuller
appoints Commission on Needs and Uses of
Open Spaces, ““a somewhat unofficial’ agency,
organized for the purpose of suggesting a
practical program and general policy to bring
about the practical realization of a State plan
for the gradual development of forestry—
economical and recreational—town and city
parks of all kinds, sanctuaries for animal, bird
and plant life, historic sites, camp grounds and
beaches.”



Governor’s Committee on Needs and Uses of Open Spaces
Appointed November, 1927

*  William A. L. Bazeley, Commissioner of Conservation

* CharlesS. Bird, Jr., Trustees of Public Reservations

e Allen Chamberlain, Appalachian Mountain Club

* Henry M. Channing, Trustees of Public Reservations

* Arthur C. Comey, Boston Society of Landscape Architects

* Richard K. Conant, Commissioner of Public Welfare

* Charles W. Eliot, 2nd, Trustees of Public Reservations

* Laurence B. Fletcher, Federation of the Bird Clubs of New England, Inc.
e Charles B. Floyd, Northeastern Bird Banding Association

* William R. Greeley, Massachusetts Federation of Planning Boards

* JohnS. Lawrence, New England Council

* Joseph Lee, Playground and Recreation Association of America

* Hon. Herbert Parker, Trustees of Public Reservations

* John C. Phillips, Massachusetts Fish and Game Association

* Harris A. Reynolds, Massachusetts Forestry Association

* John L. Saltonstall, Associated Committees for Wild Life Conservation
e Judge Robert Walcott, Massachusetts Audubon Society



“And now | come straight to
the point of the philosophy of
through trails. It is to organize a
Barbarian invasion. It is a counter
movement to the Metropolitan
Invasion. Who are these modern
Barbarians? Why, we are—the
members of the New England Trail
Conference.... The crestline should
be captured—and no time lost
about it.

“The Appalachian Range
should be placed in public hands
and become the site for a
Barbarian Utopia.”

--Benton MacKaye, from
“Outdoor Culture,” a talk at the
1927 meeting of the New England
Trail Conference



Program for annual
meeting of the New
England Trail
Conference,
January, 1927
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1928



Massachusetts automobile

registration
1905 4,889
1915 102,633
1929 1,109,460
1930

U.S. Motor Vehicle Registration
(Autos, Buses, Trucks)

26.75 million
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“The Metropolitan Invasion’

MacKaye’s 1928 depiction of the
“Backflow” or “Metropolitan Flow”
from Boston outwards into the
suburbs, between 1910 and 1925,
as Boston and nearby communities
lost population and the outer
communities gained population.



Metropolitan
“streams,”
following roads,
and “Open Ways’
as “levees,”
following natural
features such as
mountain ridges
and river valleys.

4



Controlling the “metropolitan invasion”: “The publicly regulated wilderness belt
is deliberately established across the line of travel of the metropolitan flow: the
wilderness way is a dam across the metropolitan way.”



“Control of Metropolitan Flow in an Actual Locality:
The Fitchburg Locality, Massachusetts”
--From The New Exploration, 1928



“A wilderness
way is an open
space—itis a
wilderness area
that goes
somewhere.”

--Benton MacKaye, 1929
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“It naturally gives me much
gratification to know, not only
of your approval of the
wilderness article, but of your
understanding of the real
issues which it involves.... It
will be particularly interesting
to talk over with you the
unsolved questions involved in
giving the wilderness idea
actual expression in the form
of a program.... It is a point of
view, not a piece of land....”

--Aldo Leopold to Benton
MacKaye, February 3, 1926,
concerning Leopold’s 1925 article,
“Wilderness as a Form of Land
Use.”



Report released
May 4,
1929
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Arthur C, Comey, Chairman of the New England Trail Conference,
and his ten pound hiking and camping outfit including tent.




Herbert
Parker, TTPR
President,

Harris A. Reynolds,
Mass. Forestry
Assoc.,

Secretary

Charles S. Bird,
Jr.,, Chmn. TTPR

Standing Comm.

Laurence B.
Fletcher,
TTPR Exec.
Sec.

Henry M.
Channing, TTPR
Secretary, VP

Allen
Chamberlain,
AMC Pres.



Report of Governor’s Committee on
Needs and Uses of Open Spaces, 1929

Open space acquisition recommendations, as

depicted on 1929 map

1. The Bay Circuit

2. State Beaches:
Salisbury Beach
Duxbury Beach
Westport (Horseneck)
Beach

3. State Forests:
Nine proposed new or
expanded state forests
throughout state, “taking
only those areas...where
land is relatively cheap or
unsuited for other
purposes.” (43 in existence)

4. State Parks:
Thirteen state parks
proposed (11 “State
Reservations” in existence).

5. Wild Life Sanctuaries:
Ten enlarged or created.

6. Foot Trails:
“Appalachian (through)
Trail”

Wachusett—Watatic Trail

[Twenty-six existing “Semi-
Public Areas” listed, including
lands owned by AMC, Trustees
of Public Reservations, etc.]



Basic elements of

The Bay Circuit
as originally proposed in 1929

* A series of connected reservations in a semicircle about midway

between Worcester and Massachusetts Bay

* A wide parkway beginning with Duxbury Beach on the south, via Charles

River Narrows, Walden Pond, Bedford Meadows and Boxford to Plum

Island and Salisbury Beach on the north

 An Eastern Massachusetts Circuit of Parks

* A connected project under the title of “The Bay Circuit”

[No footpath or trail mentioned or included]



1929: “Map of Existing and Proposed Open Spaces in Massachusetts”













Henry M. Channing, Vice-President, Trustees of Public Reservations, recalling the
origins of the Bay Circuit concept.
-- From “The Role of the Sudbury Valley in Metropolitan Recreation,” in a Report of the
Sudbury Valley Commission, Arthur C. Comey, editor (1950)



1930 “Bay Circuit”
map, published by
The Trustees of
Public
Reservations, with
the assistance of
Frederick Law
Olmsted, Jr.
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POINTS OF GEOLOGICAL INTEREST
IN THE BAY CIRCUIT

FREEPARED BY DR, OLIVER H HOWE

G! DUXBURY BEACH AND SAQUISH NECK —Interesting Exampies of Construction by the
Sea. T\4 miles long.

G2 BLUE HILLS—Interesting Geology. Great Blue Hill (636 ft., is the Highest Elevation
near the Sea between Maine and Mexico.

G3 FOWL MEADOWS—An Alluvisl Plain, through which the Neponsat River runs in an Intri-
cate, Meandering Courss,

o4 UPPER COURSE OF CHARLES RIVER—A Study of Tributaries.
38 ROCEY NARROWS IN SHERBORN—A Youthful Pust-Glacial Channel of the Charles River.
SUDBURY AND CONCORD RIVERS—Good Studies of Stream Action and Strearm Migration.

WALDEN OCCUPIES A LARGE GLACIAL “KETTLE-HOLE." —Celebrated by
M"l Iﬂ'mll: Lﬂtmdnunruhn
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POINTS OF HISTORICAL and ANTIQUARIAN

H1

H2

H4

INTEREST IN THE BAY CIRCUIT

PREPARED BY WALTEE E. WATKINS

PLYMOUTH-—Plymouth Rock; Burial Hill; Memorial Hall; Pilgrim Monumsnt, Howland
House; Winslow House; Court House.

CONCORD—Battle Ground; North Bridge; Wright Tavern; Jones House; Slespy Hollow;
Old Manse; Merriam's Corner; Alcott's Orchard House; Hawthorne's Wayside; Emearson

House; Minot House; Thoreau House; Colonial Inn; Monument Square; Antiquarian
Society; Hillside Chapel.

NEWBURY —Noyes House; Short House; Coffin House; Spencer-Pierce House; Tappan
House; Swett-Iisley House.

NEWBURYPORT—Bartlett-Atkinson House; Court House; Cushing-Burnham Houss;
Cutler-Bartlett House; Dalton House; Timothy Dexter House; Knapp-Parry Houss;

Lowaell-Johnson House; Moulton House; Pettingell House; Tracy House; Wheelwright
House; First Church; Whitfield Church; Chain Bridge.
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1930

( Reprinted from THE NEW REPUBLIC of March 12th)

The Townless Highway

r HE design of automobiles tock years to
outgrow the fallacious notion that the
motor car was just a horscless buggy. Our

motor highways arc still in much the same predica-

ment that automobile design was in thirty years
ago. Even our most modern roads, modern in the
sense that they have solid foundations and congrete
surfaces and banks at the sharp turns, are conceived
as mere extensions and widenings of the old-fash-
toned highway designed for horse-drawn vchicles.

Actually, the motor road is & new kind of road,
as different from the old-fashioned highway as the
railroad was; and it demands, accordingly, a new
type of plan. The logical development of the
madern motor road, from the standpoint of trans-
porting people and pgoods and guiding the new
migraticn of population, is in the direction of the
townless highway. In contrast with the Utopia of
Roadtown, which Mr. Edgar Chambless published
a few decades apo, the modern regional planner ar-
rives at just the opposite solution: namely, a high-
way completely free of horses, carriages, pedes-
trians, towns, grade crossings; a highway buile for
the mutorist and kept free from every encroach-
ment, except the filllng stations and restaurants
necessary [or his convenience. Motor traffic and
pedestrian “living'" do not go together, Th insu-
late each activity is 2 prune condition for speed and
convenience o1t the one hand, and for safety and
peace of mind, io say nothing of freedom from
noise and varbon monoxide, on the other.

We shall see how necessary and inevitable the
townless highway is if we recall the main character-
istics of our earlier perinds of transportation.

The frst migration of the American people was
led by the coverecd wagon; the next migration was
led by the iron horse, which located the railroad
framework of the country and gave importance and
prestige to the terminal and junction towns. The
present migration of population is being conducted
by the automobile: and while a future one may re-
sult [rom the airplene, there is no reasen to think
that surface traasportation will disappear in any
early futurc, although the two may become more
closely codrdinated.  Accordingly, it is with the
present migration that we must intelligently deal.
Today's migration congists of a drift, more or less
autormatic and unplanned, from the principal cities,
out along the main highways, The modern motor
road has accordingly two distinet functions: one is

il A4 _ls Sl g S S B aam 2 - | i

graphic distribution, the physical basis for a genuine
culture which might held its own with any of its
Furopean origins: it possessed an unspoiled natural
background and a choice of enviromments in which
ta live. Before 1900, an American could live in
the city, or in the country, or in the backwoaods. He
had 2 chdice of contacts—the great world of met-
ropolitan affiliations and interests, or the great
spicit of the wilderness untouched by man, or the
contact of friend and neighbor in the smaller home
community. In short, the nineteenth-century
American, though ideologically a complete indi-
vidualist, had, as a fact of daily experience, the en-
vironment of community; he had also the environ-
ment of the open spaces—the forest en the moun-
tain, the fickd by the wayside, or easy access to the
open sea. . All these primary types of environments
are now i danger of extinction; the community
and the open wayside are hoth on the point of being
overwhelmed and obliterated by the presentday
uncontrolled migration led by the motor car.

The motor car is a deceptive creature. As a re-
sult of its origin, we still think of it as 2 homely and
companionable vehicle, hike the old buggy, when in
hard fact it is a species as distinct as the locometive.
By a similar transfer of habit, we have until very
recently looked upon the motor read as a ftting
frontage for our home lot, instead of regarding it
realistically 2s a causeway, as much to be shunned
as z railroad. Once these conventional prejudices
are-abolished, we sce that the motor road is a new
kind of cattroad; although it haz many features that
make it quite distinct from that type of transporta-
tion. For one thing, this new “locomotive” swings
into the track at any point along the line; for an-
other, it runs both ways on a onestrack road, and
safety is based on the technique of remaining stol-
idly in line or becoming an artful dodger.  Since
the gasoline locomotive can enter at any point, it
follows that continnous rows of buildings ¢an flank
the highway on either side; and thus arises that con-
tinuous haphzzard wayside development known as
the “motor slum.”  As the outcome of thus purely
automatic and unintelligent adaptation to a new
means of transport, we have today an unsafe means
of transportation and an uncivic channe! of migra-
tion, The motor shun in the open country is today
as massive a piece of defilement as the worst of the
old-fashioned urban induastrial slums; and highway
transportation that leads through the hearts of our

. 11



MacKaye’s “Townless Highway”
applied to the Bay Circuit

“So it is proposed to place the
motorway along the sides of the
parkway instead of through the
middle.... Pedestrians should have
their own ‘highway.” Not a hard
sidewalk along the whirling stream of
motors, but an earthy footpath along
the gentle stream of waters—the
Sudbury River or the Ipswich. Also
over the hills—Moose Hill in Sharon or
Prospect Hill in Rowley.

“It is proposed to have a continuous
footpath or trail through the middle
of the Bay Circuit from Plum Island to
Duxbury Beach. . . . It is proposed to
separate just as far as possible the
motor car and the pedestrian.”

--From Boston Globe, Oct. 31, 1930:
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Bernard Frank, Harvey Broome, Robert Marshall, Benton MacKaye
Four of the eight co-founders of the Wilderness Society, Great Smoky Mountains,
January, 1936



“The Woodticks,” Halfway House, Mt. Monadnock, May 23, 1937
Left to right: Harris Reynolds, Karl Woodward, Mrs. Woodward, Allen Chamberlain, Charles
Porter, ElImer Fletcher, Lawrence Rathbun, Lee Russell



Trustees of Public Reservations publish 1937/38 Bay Circuit
booklet, with text and maps produced primarily by MacKaye.



THE BAY CIRCUIT

When the Metropolitan Park System was brought info existence, by a bill
presented by The Trustees of Public Reservations to the General Court in 1893, it
seemed to many people a visionary scheme covering an area far too distant for
any practical use. Today it is an important part of the Bosten City Plan. From its
inception it has given varied opportunities to the residents of Massachusetts for
recreation, but, however important this has been it is small compared to the
splendid open docrways it provides to the City. Mo more magnificent or more
lucky gift could have been made to the City of Boston and the Commonwealth of

Massachusetts.

With the coming of the motor car residents and visitors of Massachusetts have
been saved incalculable inconvenience. The approaches to the City have been
made open, accessible, and atfractive, which otherwise would have been congested

and ugly.

The Metropolitan Park System serves today not only Boston but the entire State.
The Bay Circuit, first suggested by Henry M. Channing, then Secretary of The

Trustees of Public Reservations, extends this vision to a wider arc.

It will be noted, from the plan, that this proposed circuit passes through places
of little economic value where Reservations have already been made; and that a
double-way read runs from Duxbury Beach to Plum Istand so that no added expense
for roads need be incurred.

This pamphlet is printed in the hope that it may help to mobilize forces to
action and make the Bay Circuit a reality. Forin delay SIC TRANSITUR GLORIA
MUNDI.

JEIHM 5. AMES
CHAHRLES S. 8IRD, Chairman
HENRY M, CHANNING
WILLIAM ELLERY
LAURENCE B. FLETCHER
WILLIAM ROGER GREELEY
HERBERT PARKER
JOHN C. PHILLIPS
ROBERT WALGCOTT

Standing Commitiee

{31



WHAT IS THE BAY CIRCUIT?

The Bay Circuit is a project for a belt of open spaces, encircling Greater Boston

and extending from Duxbury Beach to Plum lsland. See Map on cover.

This belt is a little more than & hundred miles long, Within it eighteen reserva-

tions, large and small, have already been established.

These include parks, water reservoirs, and State Forests, and areas held by
The Trustees of Public Reservations [a private, non-political corporation created
by the Massachusetts Legislature in 1891 'to acquire and hold for the public

enjoyment, beautiful and historical places™).

PURPOSE

The purpose of the Bay Circuit is to extend the present park system, to meet
the increasing demands for enlarged approaches to urban centres and access to
the country for business and pleasure, not only for residents but for all who visit

our Commonwealth.

Within thirty miles of the State Hause there live more than three million people.
On Sunday the highways are jammed with motors filled with families seeking

relaxation.

It is our duty, as well as good sense, to make the most of our assets. It pays
to have visitors to the State enjoy their stay and intelligently and profitably make

use of our unusual natural advantages.
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PROPOSED ADDITIONAL OPEN SPACES

To carry out the plan a series of blocks is proposed wherein to concentrate
needed additional open spaces, these to be connected by a parkway. These open
spaces should consist of four classes: {1} outing areas, (2) connecting lanes, {3) canoe
lanes, {4) outdoor stations or observation sites.

| Outing Areas. Some of these could be concentrated in nineteen blocks
in the vicinities of the following places: (See Map 2)

Duxbury Baach and Marsh, Duxbury 10 Nobscat Mill, Framingham and Sudbury

|

2 Silver Laks, Pembroke 1| Walden Pond, Concord (te be enlarged)

3 Monponselt Pond, Halifax 12 Gilsen's Hili, Billerica

4 Rattlesnake Hill, Sharon 13 Faster's Pond, Andover

5 Massapoag Pond, Sharen 14  Parker State Forest, North Andaver [fo be enlarged}
A it e b L s |5 Boxfard Wild Life Senctuary, Bexfard (to be snlarged)
7 Foxbera State Forest, Foxhoro (to be enlarged} l6 Wenham Swamp, Wenham, Hamilton, Topsfield

8 Noou Hill, Medfield i7  Bartholomew Hill, lpswich

9 Pine Hill, Sherborn 18 Ipswich Marsh, Ipswich

19 Plum lsland, Ipswich and Newbury {to be enlarged]

2 Connecting Lanes. These should be used for "long-distance activities'
such as walking, skiing, horseback riding, and bicycling. They would connect the
distantly separated cuting areas, Their widths would vary—from a few rods to a
mile. Several connecting lanes are shown on Map 2; the longest leads from Mon-
ponsett Pond in Halifax to Rattlesnake Hill in Sharon.

3 Canoe Lanes. These should include as much river bank space as prac-
ticable along selected stretches of the five rivers: the Charles, Sudbury, Concord,
Shawsheen, lpswich. See Map 2. Canoe lanes should be equipped ultimately for
public canoeing service.

4 Outdoor Stations or Observation Sites. These would be used for
outdoor study. Each site would consist usually of a small piece of ground (from &
square rod upward] commanding some critical spot or view, or embracing some
natural feature having special value for such activities.

One type of site is illustrated in the forest fire towers. These are used for
educational purposes as well as to report smoke. Several of them accur in or near
the Bay Circuit belt—in Kingston, Hanson, Halbrook, Sharon, Framingham, Chelms-
ford, Andover, Georgetown. From these we view the larger aspects of the
landscape.

Another type of outdoor staticn or observation site is illustrated in the wild
fife sanctuaries. !In these we see what is going on within the landscape. There are
three now established within the Circuit belt—at Andaver, at Boxford, and at Plum
island.

In addition to these types sites should cover geologic, botanic, and historic
features (including spots from which to view such features]. Every observation site
is a little sample or specimen or picture of a particular type of country or of life—
a hill or swamp or wood or nesting place. These samples or specimens in any given
line should be established in a series, such as the several stages of a river from
torrential headwaters to tranquil meander, or the several forest types within a
region. Very often all we need for an observation site is a safe parking space upon
the highway.

No attempt is made to show proposed sites on Map 2.




THE BAY CIRCUIT MOTOR ROUTE

A facility already established. Motor roads radiate from Boston like the spokes
of a wheel. An inner rim of the wheel has been established as an official route—
No. 128, encircling the densely populated surburban towns.

A Bay Circuit Parkway has been projected to follow the outer rim. This is
part of the highway system outlined by the New England Regional Planning Com-
mission and the Massachusetts State Planning Board. It would fit in well with the
Bay Circuit project. Although the parkway and the connecting lanes above noted
serve two different functions it may, in some situations, be necessary to include them
in the same strip of land.

While awaiting a possible improved Parkway, a Bay Circuit Motor Route has
been improvised (mapped but not marked) following present roads within the Circuit
belt. This is sketched on Map 3, the details to be found en any good road map.
These roads are already built and therefore represent no immediate increased
expense. The route serves to thread together the varied elements of the Bay
Circuit project, not only as a playground and extended approaches to Boston and
vicinity, but as a panorama of the countryside.

The Bay Circuit as a playground should consist of several types of areas (outing
areas, connecting lanes, canoe lanes, outdoor stations or observation sites]. As a
panerama it would be limited to the last named. Each site {whether of hill or habitat]
would constitute a living picture. People interested might well assist in finding such
sites and "pictures,” thereby taking part in "making'' the panorama. We should
hunt for features suited to interpret and unravel nature's drama, described by Benton
MacKaye.

THE DRAMA OF NATURE

To review the acts of nature's drama we must go backwards in time, and at
different periods of earth history take a few imaginary expeditions along the route
of the Bay Circuit. What shall we find as we recede?

First we go back 400 years. We find the forest primeval of murmuring hem-
locks and pines, but no roads nor farms nor villages.

Next we go back 400 centuries [the glacial epoch). We find a sea of ice: it
covers not merely the Circuif but all northern North America; no men nor trees nor
birds nor signs of life; for life has been driven by the ice sheet away down south
toward Florida.

Lastly we go back 400 million years ({the Silurian age]. We find a desert, not of
ice but of solid barren land. It is not cold but all of life secems gone. Mo it has not
“gone," it hasn't yet appeared on the planet's upper deck. There's life within the
sea——oodles of it; but it's only now beginning to invade the land—gingerly and
foarfully along the beaches, with old Father Seaweed as Christopher Columbus.
So we get back to land and water but virtually NO LAND LIFE.
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PANORAMA OF THE BAY CIRCUIT
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1950

U.S. Motor Vehicle Registration

(Autos, Buses, Trucks)

49.2 million

U.S. Population

152.3 million




Governor Christian Herter signing Bay Circuit Act,
August 8, 1956.

(seated at left) William Roger Greeley (President, Trustees of Reservations);
(standing, I-r) State Rep. Howard Russell, Charles W. Eliot Il (Trustees Standing
Committee); State Rep. James DeNormandie.



An Act Providing for the Establishment and Development of

the Massachusetts Bay Circuit
Mass. Acts of 1956, Chapter 631

“The Massachusetts Bay Circuit is hereby established as a
system of privately and publicly owned open spaces,
including parks, forests, reservoirs, wild life preserves,
scenic and historic sites and properties or reservations,
surrounding Metropolitan Boston,” including 50 towns
and cities within Bay Circuit area.

“...said spaces, scenic and historic sites, and reservations
shall be connected by a tourist route to be known as The
Bay Circuit, to be established and designated by the
department of public works.”







From Christian Science Monitor,
May 20, 1957:

“This [Bay Circuit] is a 10-mile-
wide green belt of towns
stretching in a semicircle from
Ipswich on the north to Duxbury
on the south.... A proposed Bay
Circuit route . . . would be
established under a new plan
by linking together with signs
the secondary highways that
lead close to historical and
recreational sites that may be
of interest to the visiting
tourist. This is part of an
intensive effort by planners to
keep ahead of population
growth around Boston.”

(Route 128 depicted.)



Bay Cliarcuit szlgn ti;atdsgood until recen;tly
on Route 20 in Sudbury, just west o . .
Concord St. Probably installed in late Picture of same sign probably

1950s. taken in 1980s.



Bay Circuit Program
revived by Mass.
Department of
Environmental
Management in mid-
1980s, including $3.25-
million from open space
bonds.



Bay Circuit Alliance
created in 1990,
with assistance from
National Parks
Service Rivers, Trails
& Conservation
Assistance Program,
initiates
construction of Bay
Circuit Trail




Charles Eliot I,
June 27, 1992

letter to the Boston
Globe
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AMC BCT maps
by Larry Garland



Enjoy your trek on
the Bay Circuit Trail!

Gentle terrain mad a diversity of | natural wned eultural sices
‘make the Bay Cireuit Trail a fun outng for people af all

‘abilities. Thanks o the cooperation of many omanhaﬂnﬂr and
‘volunteers, the 200-mile trall is quickly taking shape.

Linking Communities n
The Bay Circuir was the dream of landscape architect

Charfes Ellot Il, who in 1929 proposed 4 greenway linking

the parks. rivers, apen spaces, and historic areas surrcunding
metropolitan Bostan, Cemmunity by commuriity, Elipt’s

dream of anate of green space surrounding Baston i
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Massachusetts Walking Tour on Bay Circuit Trail, 2014: Silver Lake, Pembroke/Kingston
Mark, Raianne, Mark, Amy



Kristen Sykes, AMC Coordinator for the BCT; Alan French, long-time chair of the
Bay Circuit Alliance, 2014, on BCT, Cranberry Watershed Preserve, Kingston



The Bay Circuit Revealed

An Oral History

Based on interview Transcripts

By Marlies Henderson

Intern with Appalachian Mountain Club

Final Draft Version August 2013



What is the Bay Circuit?
From 1929 Governor’s Committee report:
“a series of connected reservations”
“a wide parkway”
“an Eastern Massachusetts Circuit of Parks”
Benton MacKaye, 1930:
“an earthy footpath,” “a continuous footpath or trail through the middle of the Bay
Circuit”
1937 Trustees of Public Reservations report:
“extension of the Metropolitan Park System”
“a belt of open spaces”
“Bay Circuit Parkway,” “a state parkway”
“Bay Circuit Motor Route”
Mass. State Planning Board, 1940:
“a desirable link in a state-wide recreational system”
1956 law:
“a system of privately and publicly owned open spaces’
“a tourist route”
Charles W. Elliot 1l, 1992:
Bay Circuit Greenbelt . .. A continuous open space”
Bay Circuit Alliance (?), c. 1990:
“outer Emerald Necklace”
AMC/Trustees today:
Bay Circuit Trail and Greenway

)




Wilderness Society Council, June 1946, Shenandoah National Park:
Benton MacKaye (President), second from left, next to Aldo Leopold (Vice President)



“The Trails can help
the Areas, and the
Areas can help the
Trails.”

From 1966 MacKaye proposal :
“Of Wilderness Trails and
Areas: Steps to Preserve the
Original America”

* 1964: Wilderness Act

* 1968: National Trails Systems
Act



“The mission of the International
Appalachian Trail is to establish a long-
distance walking trail that extends beyond
borders to all geographic regions once
connected by the Appalachian-Caledonian
orogen, formed more than 250 million years
ago on the super-continent Pangea.”
(International Appalachian Trail website)




“Emerald Network”: Livable Streets Alliance:






From : Expedition Nine: A Return to a Region (1969)



Comey
10 |b pack picture
Waterman quote



Montachusett Region
Trail Guide }
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Benton MacKaye in 1975 at
age 96.

He died in Shirley,
December 11, 1975.

“Benton MacKaye’s Theory of How

to Build Big by Starting Small”
-- David Brower, 1995

“In almost every locality along the
Appalachian ranges a greater or less
amount of trail-making is going on
anyhow from year to year. Various local
projects are being organized, and in one
way or other financed, by local outing
groups. The bright idea, then, is to
combine these local projects—to do one
big job instead of forty small ones.

From: “Progress Toward the Appalachian
Trail,” Appalachia, 1922
--Benton MacKaye



