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September 6, 2002

Robert W. Varney

Regional Administrator

US Environmental Protection Agency - Region I

JFK Federal Building

Boston, Massachusetts 02203

Dear Mr. Varney:

I am pleased to submit a revision to the Massachusetts State Implementation Plan (SIP) for Ozone. This submittal, made pursuant to the requirements of Sections 110, 172 and 182 of the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990, is a supplement to the 1-hour ozone standard attainment submittal for Massachusetts submitted in July 1998.

Massachusetts has been designated non-attainment for ozone state-wide, with a classification of "serious." Massachusetts submitted an attainment demonstration for Western and Eastern Massachusetts in 1998, which was approved for Western Massachusetts.  However, the 1-hour standard was revoked for Eastern Massachusetts in 1999 following the promulgation of the 8–hour ozone standard; consequently the attainment demonstration was never approved for Eastern Massachusetts.  With the reinstatement of the 1-hour standard and violations of the 1-hour standard in Eastern Massachusetts during the 1999-2001 period, Massachusetts is now required to demonstrate attainment in Eastern Massachusetts. This SIP revision uses a “weight of evidence” approach to support attainment of the one-hour ozone standard in Eastern Massachusetts by 2007.
The submittal includes a demonstration that the revision is submitted in accordance with the administrative requirements of section 110(a) of the Clean Air Act. It is submitted under the authority granted by Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 111, sections 142A through 142M.

The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) conducted a public hearing on this revision under the provisions of Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 30A. The only comments received were from the EPA. A copy of EPA’s comments and DEP's responses are included.
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Pursuant to the procedures and deadlines established in Section 110(k) of the Clean Air Act and the EPA procedures for SIP review (56 FR 42216), I am submitting this revision to the Massachusetts SIP for your approval.  Should you or your staff have any questions regarding this submittal or wish any further information, please contact Barbara Kwetz, Director of the Bureau of Waste Prevention’s Division of Planning & Evaluation, at 617-292-5593.

Sincerely,

Lauren A. Liss









Commissioner

Enclosures

cc:
David Conroy, US EPA, Region I

w/o enclosures:


Bob Durand, Secretary, Executive Office of Environmental Affairs


Ed Kunce, Deputy Commissioner, DEP


James Colman, Assistant Commissioner, DEP


Barbara A. Kwetz, Division of Planning & Evaluation/ BWP, DEP


Steven DeGabriele, Division of Business Compliance/BWP, DEP


Nancy Seidman, Division of Consumer & Transportation Programs/BWP, DEP

This information is available in alternate format by calling our ADA Coordinator at (617) 574-6872.
	DEP on the World Wide Web:  http://www.state.ma.us/dep
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