I am writing to cordially invite you to attend an informational meeting on Wednesday, June 11, 2008 to provide input to plans to restore, replace, and/or acquire the equivalent natural resources affected by the release of hazardous substances from or at the Nyanza Superfund Site.  This meeting will be held at 7:00 p.m. at the Memorial Building in Framingham. 
The Secretary of the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) is designated by the Governor as Trustee of the Commonwealth’s natural resources on behalf of the public.  Through the EEA Natural Resource Damages (NRD) Assessment and Restoration Program and the Federal natural resource Trustees, we have recovered $4 million in NRD to compensate the public for natural resources and related services lost due to the release of hazardous substances from or at the Nyanza Superfund Site in Ashland, Massachusetts.  
Over the next year, the Nyanza NRD Natural Resource Trustees – the Massachusetts EEA, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), and National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) – will be developing a Restoration Plan to determine how the $4 million in NRD will be expended to restore the injured natural resources of the Sudbury River, including associated wetlands and floodplains, as well as fish and wildlife species which inhabit or have historically inhabited the riverine ecosystem.  The Commonwealth has an additional goal to restore groundwater resources.  
The Trustee Restoration Plan will:
· document and guide future Trustee restoration actions, 
· ensure that Trustee decisions on restoration projects are made after consideration of all reasonable alternatives and public comment,
· allow the Trustees to determine whether the restoration projects can be conducted at a reasonable cost, and  
· be coordinated with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency as they prepare a Feasibility Study to evaluate different cleanup alternatives for the Sudbury River.
While EEA, USFWS and NOAA will coordinate and cooperate in the development and implementation of the Restoration Plan, EEA has been designated as the Lead Administrative Trustee and will manage the restoration process.  The Trustees are hosting this informational meeting to involve all communities and identify all opportunities for restoration at the earliest possible stage.  The June 11th meeting will provide you with information on the restoration planning process, including goals and criteria that will guide the selection of restoration projects, major milestones and opportunities for continued public involvement and input.

We hope you will join us on June 11th in Framingham to learn more about how the Nyanza NRD Natural Resource Trustees can help you in your efforts to restore the natural resources that utilize the Sudbury River and its tributaries.  Restoration projects shall be located within or adjacent to the Sudbury River mainstem, within the Sudbury River watershed, or outside the Sudbury River watershed but have a positive impact on the injured natural resources and/or their services that are located within, utilize, or historically utilized the Sudbury River watershed.    

For more general information on the EEA NRD Program, please see the program website at http://www.mass.gov/envir/nrd/nrd_home.  Note, to date the EEA NRD Program has recovered a total of $46 million in NRD and expended over $20 million on restoration projects throughout the Commonwealth.  Please feel free to contact me at 617-626-1007 or Karen.Pelto@state.ma.us with any questions.
Sincerely,

Karen I. Pelto
Nyanza NRD Trustee Restoration Coordinator 

EEA NRD Case Manager

Cc: 

Dale C. Young,   EEA Trustee representative
Molly Sperduto, USFWS Trustee representative

Ken Finkelstein, NOAA Trustee representative

Eric Hutchins, NOAA Trustee representative 

