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The 2000 Progress Report includes the following sections:

· 2000 Solid Waste Data and Waste Management Capacity Projections 

· An update on waste reduction accomplishments in 2001

· FY 2002 Master Plan Implementation Plan

Waste Reduction Milestones

In 2000 

By 2010: 


· 54% total waste reduction

· 70% total waste reduction

· 77% C&D reduction

· 88% C&D reduction

· 41% MSW reduction

· 60% MSW reduction

Waste Reduction Highlights

In 2000, Massachusetts recorded:

· An overall waste reduction rate of 54%, an increase of 3 percentage points over the previous year

· An overall recycling rate of 49%, an increase of 1 percentage point

· A decrease in the overall volume of waste disposed – the first time since 1995

Environmental and Economic Benefits

Through a combination of source reduction and recycling, Massachusetts prevented the disposal of 7.6 million tons of waste through source reduction and recycling in 2000 – the equivalent of 16 new 1,500 ton per day disposal facilities.  

By recycling or composting 2.7 million tons of municipal solid waste in 2000, it is estimated that

· Reduced greenhouse gas emissions by 800,000 tons of carbon equivalent per year, equal to 14% of the state’s industrial carbon dioxide emissions; 

· Conserved the equivalent of 350,000 tons of iron ore, 200,000 tons of coal and 17,000 tons of limestone, reducing the need to mine these raw materials;

· Saved 22 trillion BTUs of energy  – enough to power nearly 120,000 homes for a year; and

· Reduced water pollution by 9,000 tons, and reduced smog-causing and acid-rain forming air pollution by more than 88,000 tons over and above the greenhouse gas reductions mentioned previously.

Total direct and indirect economic activity from recycling businesses is estimated to generate more than $142 million annually in revenues for Massachusetts.

Capacity Projections

The Beyond 2000 Solid Waste Master Plan established a goal of no net import or export of solid waste by 2006.  To reach this goal, DEP allowed 2 million tons of additional landfill disposal capacity over 5 years, or approximately 412,000 each year.  However, only 185,200 tons of additional capacity was permitted in 2001, and the revised projections indicate the need for 544,000 tons per year in order to meet the goal in 2006.  Additional capacity is dependent on proposals from the private sector or municipalities.

Waste Reduction Program Accomplishments
Program accomplishments over the past year include:

· Product Stewardship:  Funded the Product Stewardship Institute, signed national carpet agreement, and participated in national electronics dialogue. 

· Source Reduction:  Provided grants to eight new municipal Pay As You Throw (PAYT) programs, developed extensive commercial and municipal source reduction initiatives.

· Residential Recycling Assistance:  Provided nearly $4 million in municipal grants, developed multi-family recycling legislation, provided $1 million in redemption center grants.

· Recycling Education:  Mailed 3 million customized brochures, conducted Metro Boston Recycling Participation Campaign, provided recycling education in public schools.

· Recycling Market Development:  Awarded $500,000 of Recycling Industry Reimbursement Credit Grants, issued $1.2 million in Recycling Loan Fund loans, established a business Recycled Product Purchasing Collaborative, helped state agencies to purchase $60 million of recycled products.

· Household Hazardous Products:  Increased the number of municipal mercury collection programs to 232 through overseeing combustion facility material separation plans and municipal grants, increased other municipal HHP collection programs through grant programs.

· Solid Waste Regulations:  Hired four waste ban inspectors to conduct 300 additional inspections, issued revised site assignment regulations, issued interim risk assessment guidance.

FY 2002 Master Plan Implementation
DEP has developed a FY02 Implementation Plan that identifies key activities the agency will undertake to meet its waste reduction goals.  These include:

· Product Stewardship Initiative: Continue participation in national product stewardship negotiations for carpet and electronics and support a pilot paint take back program with Benjamin Moore Co.
· Source Reduction: Distribute junk mail reduction kits, expand support of materials exchanges and reuse organizations, promote Resource Management Contracting to provide mutual incentives for businesses and haulers to reduce waste and increase recycling.
· Recycling Education Campaign: Conduct promotional campaign targeting local communities to encourage increased recycling participation.
· Construction and Demolition (C&D) Waste Reduction: Work to develop a stronger collection, processing and end-market infrastructure through pilot projects and a disposal ban on unprocessed C&D in 2003.
· Food and Soiled Paper Composting: Conduct food waste density mapping study to increase awareness of composting opportunities and support collection and processing infrastructure development.
· Household Hazardous Products: Expand municipal HHP collection programs, provide municipal grants to establish school chemical management programs, conduct mercury thermometer exchange program.
· Revise Solid Waste Facility Permitting Regulations: Revise regulations to include requirements for double liners in new landfill cells and for transfer stations and disposal facilities to increase their waste reduction programs.
The 2000 Progress Report is available on DEP’s Web Site at: http://www.state.ma.us/dep/bwp/dswm/dswmpubs.htm or by calling the DEP Infoline (telephone (617) 338-2255 from the 617 area code and outside Massachusetts, or 1-800-462-0444 from area codes 413, 508, 781, and 978). Copies are also available at each of DEP’s Regional Service Centers and at the DEP Boston Office. For more information and comments, email: amy.roth@state.ma.us, or call Amy Roth at (617) 292-5634. 
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