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Financing Energy Management Enhancements with the State Revolving Fund

The Massachusetts State Revolving Fund (SRF) loan programs for both drinking water and clean water incorporate the goals of energy efficiency, energy conservation and renewable energy generation into its financing decisions.

Financing: SRF borrowers proposing energy efficiency (EE) or renewable energy (RE) project components are pleased to learn that the energy components are eligible for SRF financing. A number of these projects were funded in 2008. Beginning in the financing year for 2009 - 2010, proponents of new proposals that include EE or RE elements will earn additional points under SRF criteria ranking, making those proposals more competitive in the selection process.

Coordination with DOER: MassDEP has a solid working relationship with the Department of Energy Resources (DOER) to stimulate the incorporation of EE and RE in SRF-financed projects. Beginning with the 2008 solicitation, DOER staff has worked with SRF borrowers to maximize the potential for energy and cost savings identified by energy audits and make those savings achievable with SRF financial assistance. DOER and MassDEP staff provided the SRF community with information regarding available funding and financing options for energy components. MassDEP also refers SRF clients to DOER's Energy Audit Program and the Green Communities program.

The Energy Management Pilot: The SRF programs have been central to fully implementing the MassDEP-DOER Energy Pilot as the primary conduit of financing for implementing energy audit findings. Massachusetts has chosen the Energy Pilot findings at the participating drinking water and waste water treatment facilities for meeting its "Green Infrastructure" reserve obligations for allocating federal stimulus funds available through the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). This will mean funding approximately $50M of efficiency and renewable energy enhancements at the fourteen pilot facilities. 

SRF programs continue to be involved in overall Departmental efforts to encourage wastewater and drinking water treatment facility owners and operators to consider their energy use, and its environmental consequences by: 

· Encouraging analysis of types, amounts and cost of energy used for treatment operation and maintenance; 


· Encouraging projects that will reduce air pollution from electric power generation; 

· Encouraging projects that will reduce carbon dioxide emissions from power generation;

· Encouraging completion of energy audits / surveys to assess efficient energy use; 

· Encouraging water conservation measures and sustainable water use to contribute towards our energy conservation goal;
· Referring borrowers to other available sources of funding for efficiency and renewable projects and energy auditing services; and
· Providing financial support for implementing appropriate energy audit findings and recommendations for increasing efficiency, conservation and renewable generation.

	This information is available in alternate format. Call Michelle Waters-Ekanem, Diversity Director, at 617-292-5751. TDD# 1-866-539-7622 or 1-617-574-6868

MassDEP Website: www.mass.gov/dep
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