Appendix M. NHESP Priority Natural Communities by Ecosystem Type

Coastal Ecosystem Priority Natural Communities.

Community Number of polygons Acres
Coastal interdunal marsh/swale 4 652
Estuarine intertidal: brackish tidal marsh 7 877
Estuarine intertidal: coastal salt pond marsh 2 66
Estuarine intertidal: fresh/brackish tidal swamp 1 88
Estuarine intertidal: freshwater tidal marsh 5 811
Estuarine intertidal: saline/brackish flats 2 556
Estuarine intertidal: salt marsh 6 21,611
Estuarine subtidal: coastal salt pond 11 3,195
Marine subtidal: flats 3 2,129
Maritime beach strand community 4 1,112
Maritime dune community 8 7,459
Maritime juniper woodland/shrubland 4 458
Maritime pitch pine on dunes 1 428
Maritime rock cliff community 1 0
Maritime shrubland community 5 58
Marine intertidal: flats 2 2,133
Marine intertidal: rocky shore 2 26
TOTAL 41,661
Forest Priority Natural Communities.

Community Number of polygons Acres
Black oak - scarlet oak forest/woodland 2 145
Calcareous forest seep community 1 4
Coastal forest/woodland 11 427
Dry, rich acidic oak forest 2 49
Forest seep community 12 38
Hemlock ravine community 96
Hickory - hop hornbeam forest/woodland 16 163
High elevation spruce - fir forest/woodland 268
Mixed oak forest 1,357
Northern hardwoods - hemlock - white pine forest 11 4,512
Oak - hemlock - white pine forest 1 83
Oak - hickory forest 5 528
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Community Number of polygons Acres
Oak - Holly Forest / Woodland 4 227
Red oak - sugar maple transition forest 2 71
Rich, mesic forest community 37 1,063
Spruce - fir - northern hardwoods forest 649
Yellow oak dry calcareous forest 20
Oak - Tulip Tree Forest 21
TOTAL 9,720
Riverine Priority Natural Communities.
Community Number of polygons Acres
Cobble bar forest 2 16
Dry riverside bluff 1 2
High-energy riverbank 15 78
High-terrace floodplain forest 16 134
Low-energy riverbank 4 20
Major-river floodplain forest 21 682
Riverine pointbar and beach 2 7
Riverside rock outcrop community 4 13
Riverside seep 3 15
Transitional floodplain forest 8 206
Small-river floodplain forest 11 351
TOTAL 1,523
Shrublands/Grasslands/Barrens Priority Natural Communities.
Community Number of polygons Acres
Pitch pine - scrub oak community 6 18,665
Sandplain grassland 6 629
Sandplain heathland 6 745
Scrub oak shrubland 2 14
TOTAL 20,053
Talus/Ridge-top/CIliff Priority Natural Communities.
Community Number of polygons Acres
Acidic rocky summit/rock outcrop community 14 103
Acidic talus forest/woodland 5 50
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Community Number of polygons Acres
Calcareous rock cliff community 7 22
Calcareous rocky summit/rock outcrop community 5 29
Calcareous talus forest/woodland 8 120
Circumneutral rock cliff community 3 19
Circumneutral rocky summit/rock outcrop
community 7 85
Circumneutral talus forest/woodland 24 326
Ridgetop chestnut oak forest/woodland 3 108
Ridgetop pitch pine - scrub oak community 13 163
Acidic rock cliff community 3 33
TOTAL 1,058
Wetlands Priority Natural Communities.
Community Number of polygons Acres
Acidic graminoid fen 22 256
Acidic shrub fen 21 664
Alluvial atlantic white cedar swamp 7 162
Alluvial Hardwood Flat 21
Alluvial red maple swamp 17 1,153
Atlantic white cedar bog 10 189
Black ash swamp 4 10
Black ash-red maple-tamarack calcareous seepage
swamp 17 637
Black gum swamp 7 65
Black gum-pin oak-swamp white oak "perched"
swamp 7 2,098
Calcareous basin fen 3 74
Calcareous pondshore/lakeshore 1 6
Calcareous seepage marsh 3 34
Calcareous sloping fen 9 23
Coastal atlantic white cedar swamp 13 4,298
Coastal plain pondshore 95 423
Deep emergent marsh 5 754
Hemlock-hardwood swamp 10 400
Highbush blueberry thicket 2 56
Inland acidic pondshore/lakeshore 1 3
Inland atlantic white cedar swamp 16 1,455
Kettlehole level bog 25 91
Kettlehole wet meadow 5 12
Level bog 37 847
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Community Number of polygons Acres
Northern atlantic white cedar swamp 1 118
Red maple swamp 3 1,521
Sea-Level Fen 3 8
Shallow emergent marsh 4 98
Shrub swamp 6 263
Spruce-fir swamp 19 405
Spruce-tamarack bog 10 321
Wet meadow 3 49
Red Maple - Black Ash - Bur Oak Swamp 1 7
TOTAL 16,519
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