Green Communities Competitive Grant Round Four, PON ENE 2014 026
Q:  To apply for the grant to partially fund an ESCO project, which of course is comprised of many efficiency measures in many municipal buildings, what is preference to address this in the application? 
For example, would you prefer I populate the grant table with all of the measures by building, or should I summarize these onto one line according to the totals found in the ESCO report? Does complete ESCO IGA need to be submitted?

A:  Specific measures within an ESCO that meet the standard of payback not to exceed measure life are acceptable measures to request for funding.  The grant table should be populated with the specific requested measures. Supporting documentation includes each section of the IGA describing specific measures, as well as the overall ESCO summary section/table showing all measures in all buildings. The narrative should address the standard of payback and mention the process for seeking utility incentives for specific measures, including who will be responsible for submitting applications


Q: Solar PV is listed as a non-qualified project. However, solar-powered mixers at wastewater facilities are listed as qualified projects. Does this allow for solar PV installations at wastewater treatment facilities or is there some other technology that was used to base this listing?

A: While standard solar PV generation, regardless of location, does not qualify for funding through this grant round, solar-powered mixers represent a distinct technology type that is eligible for funding. This technology directly powers a mixer and is not connected to any electric circuits at a water or wastewater treatment or storage facility. 

Q: Interior storm windows are listed as qualified. Would exterior storm windows also be eligible?

A: Yes, DOER will consider all storm windows (interior and exterior) as eligible projects.  

Q:  I am planning to apply to install an Fault Detection and Diagnostic (FDD) system at an elementary school in town. I would like some clarification from DOER on how to analyze the savings from the FDD software in the Green Communities application.
I am proposing that we assume a 10% savings, which is lower than the standard for retro commissioning which is often assumed to be 15% of energy consumption. 

A:  Since an FDD system on its own will not save any energy, but rather identify faults and potential savings opportunities, the grant application should include a narrative explaining the applicant’s plans regarding  processes, responsibilities and budgets necessary to resolve issues and opportunities identified by an FDD system. The application should include some explanation of typical opportunities that might be identified, the level of monitoring and points available for the system, and a preliminary indications of savings opportunities in the building(s) targeted for an FDD system.

Q:  If a community approves funding through a bond agreement to cover the full costs of a streetlight project for which it is also seeking competitive grant funding, would discussion and approval of the bond endanger the municipality's ability to obtain competitive grant funding for the project? The bond funding is a contingency in the event competitive grant funding does not come through  

A:  No, it would not affect the municipality's chances for funding.

Q:  If a municipality applies for funding to purchase an electric car and an EV charging station and also applies for a MassEVIP grant, can Competitive grant funds be used to cover the incremental cost of an electric car as well as incremental costs of an EV charging station?

A:  Yes the funds can be used for the balance not covered by another grant or grants for both an electric car and an EV charging station.

Q:  If the municipality is applying for DOER funds for an electric vehicle, will a MassEVIP application (prior to it being approved) and a proposal from the installer be sufficient documentation to be included in the Competitive application.

A:  Yes, the MassEVIP application is sufficient.

Q:  Is an energy efficiency project eligible for funding in a building not owned by the municipality?

A:  If the building in question is included in the municipality's baseline, or added to the building stock after the Green Community's baseline year, then energy conservation measures can be included in the grant application.

Q:  For eligible projects in the Operations category ( Energy Analytics software/retrocommissioning), does DOER have specific guidance on the best way to address required application materials? Would the narrative include information similar to that recommended for the FDD system (plans regarding processes, responsibilities, budgets necessary to resolve issues and opportunities identified/typical opportunities that might be identified/level of monitoring and points available for the system/preliminary indication of savings opportunities for buildings targeted)? Based on this narrative, should the Grant Table include projected savings opportunities for buildings targeted or does DOER have a preferred way to quantify savings in the Grant Table? Are there any specific additional materials needed for the Operations category of eligible projects?

A:  Yes, your characterization of what DOER is seeking in the narrative is accurate, and projected savings opportunities should be included in the Grant Table.  In terms of additional materials to include, please submit information from the provider of the analytics (similar to a spec sheet).
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