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Energy Facilities Siting Board Regulation Review Pursuant to 
Executive Order 562 to Reduce Unnecessary Regulatory Burden 

          
NOTICE OF LISTENING SESSIONS AND REQUEST FOR COMMENTS 

 
Pursuant to Executive Order 562, Governor Baker has directed each Executive Agency, 

including the Energy Facilities Siting Board (“Siting Board”), to undertake a review of its 
regulations.  The Governor has directed agencies to rescind, revise, or retain regulations in 
accordance with the requirements of Executive Order 562, and as mandated by law or otherwise 
essential to the health, safety, or welfare of the Commonwealth’s residents and environment.  
The Siting Board has begun a thorough assessment of its regulations to determine what action is 
required under Executive Order 562.   

 
The Siting Board’s regulations are found at Title 980 of the Code of Massachusetts 

Regulations (“C.M.R.”), comprising eleven regulation chapters in total.  In its initial assessment 
of potential regulatory reforms, the staff of the Siting Board has identified six regulations for 
possible amendment; four regulations for possible rescission; and one regulation that would 
remain unchanged.1  The purpose of the Listening Sessions is to receive comments on all eleven 
Siting Board regulations before any decisions are made or potential action is taken.  The Siting 
Board’s regulations, codified at 980 C.M.R., are available on the Siting Board’s website.2   

 
Gathering feedback from the public and interested stakeholders affected by state 

regulations is essential to a meaningful evaluation process.  Accordingly, the Siting Board seeks 
input on potential regulatory changes from all interested stakeholders, including regulated 
utilities, non-utility energy facility developers, government entities, environmental and other 
organizations, businesses, and the general public.   
                                                 
1  Regulations under review for: (1) rescission include C.M.R. 980 sections 7.00, 9.00, 

10.00 and 11.00; (2) amendment include C.M.R. 980 sections 1.00, 4.00, 5.00, 6.00, 8.00 
and 12.00; and (3) retention (unchanged) C.M.R. 980 2.00.  A discussion document will 
be issued by October 21and posted on the website address shown in footnote 2, below. 

2  http://www.mass.gov/eea/energy-utilities-clean-tech/energy-facilities-siting-
board/relevant-regulations.html  
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Upcoming Siting Board Listening Sessions 
 
The Siting Board will hold two Listening Sessions to allow stakeholders and interested 

persons an opportunity to provide comment on regulations that may be rescinded, revised, or 
retained under Executive Order 562.  The Listening Sessions are as follows: 

Boston Listening Session:         

Thursday, October 29, 2015                       
3:00 – 5:00 p.m. 

Department of Public Utilities                           
5th Floor, Hearing Room A 

One South Station, Boston, MA 02110 

Worcester Listening Session: 

Thursday, November 5, 2015                    
7:00 – 9:00 p.m.  

Worcester State University                       
Student Center – Blue Lounge 

486 Chandler Street, Worcester, MA 01602 

 

In addition to in-person comments at the Listening Sessions, comments may also be 
submitted to the Siting Board in electronic format by e-mail attachment (Word or PDF) sent to 
both dpu.efiling@state.ma.us and James.A.Buckley@state.ma.us, the hearing officer.  The text 
of the e-mail must:  (1) identify the proceeding (EFSB 15-05); (2) identify the name of the 
person or company submitting the filing; and (3) provide a brief descriptive title of the 
document.  The electronic filing should also include the name, title, and telephone number of a 
person to contact in the event of questions about the filing.  Alternatively, written comments may 
also be filed in hard copy by mail to the Energy Facilities Siting Board, One South Station, 
Boston, MA 02110.  All documents submitted in electronic format will be posted on the Siting 
Board’s website http://web1.env.state.ma.us/DPU/FileRoom.  All comments must be submitted 
by November 25, 2015. 

Additionally, the Baker-Polito Administration has established an online portal to solicit 
feedback on potential regulatory changes and feedback through the evaluation process.  
Comments and observations can be submitted at http://www.mass.gov/anf/regreview.html.  

All comments and suggestions are welcome and will be considered, whether provided at 
one of the Siting Board’s Listening Sessions or submitted to the Siting Board in writing.  
Individuals interested in participating in the Siting Board’s ongoing review are encouraged to 
email the Siting Board’s administrative assistant Geneen.Bartley@state.ma.us and ask to be 
placed on the service list for this proceeding (EFSB 15-05).  Any questions should be directed to 
the Hearing Officer, James.A.Buckley@state.ma.us, or by phone at 617-305-3729. 

 
At a later date, the Siting Board will hold public hearings and provide an opportunity for 

further comment on the specific text of proposed changes to its regulations, consistent with 
G.L. c. 30A, § 2. 
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