Commonwealth of Massachusetts
COMMITTEE ON ACUPUNCTURE

200 Harvard Mill Square, Suite 330, Wakefield, MA 01880

Telephone: (781) 876-8210    Fax: (781) 876-8383 

www.mass.gov/massmedboard

License Application DeadlineS

Applications for a full or temporary acupuncture license are accepted on a continuing basis and are processed in the date order received.  The amount of time required to process an application varies, depending on when all complete and correct documentation and fees are received.  Please note that your application may not be deemed complete upon submission, if information and documentation is missing.  As such, your application must be submitted well in advance of your preferred meeting date (2 months for U.S. graduates and 6 months for foreign graduates).  Your application must be deemed complete by the Licensing and Legal Divisions of the Committee on Acupuncture several weeks in advance of the preferred meeting date in order to be added to that meeting agenda (3 weeks for U.S. graduates and 4 weeks for foreign graduates).  
If you received your Undergraduate and Acupuncture Education in the United States, your application must be:

·  received at least two (2) months prior to your preferred COA meeting date, and/or 

·  complete and ready for review by the Committee on Acupuncture (COA) or Licensing  Subcommittee at least three weeks in advance of the meeting date at which you wish your application to be considered.

If you received your Undergraduate and/or Acupuncture Education outside of the United States, your application must be:

·  received at least six (6) months prior to your preferred COA meeting date, and/or
·  complete and ready for review by the COA or Licensing Subcommittee at least four weeks  in advance of the meeting date at which you wish your application to be considered.

Applicants who received their Undergraduate and/or Acupuncture education at institutions located outside of the United States are required to have their education verified by the Licensing Division of the COA.  The Licensing Division corresponds directly with the educational institution(s) to verify such information, a process that may take several months (six (6) months or longer is not unusual).  While this may delay licensure in some cases, it is a necessary step in the licensure process.  Please consider this time factor in deciding when to submit your application for licensure.

Questions Regarding Equivalency:  Equivalency determinations are made by the COA (or its Licensing Subcommittee) on a case-by-case basis and are based on the requirements set forth in the Acupuncture regulations.  If you have received your acupuncture education outside of the United States, you must request that the institution send an official diploma/certificate and official transcript directly to the Licensing Division of the COA.  Applicants for licensure who have attended acupuncture institutions outside of the United States shall submit a Foreign Education Review Application directly to the American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions Officers (AACRAO), along with all educational documents requested by AACRAO.  Applicants must receive a credentials review report from AACRAO, indicating that the school is recognized by a foreign governmental agency and that the courses taken by this applicant were equivalent to the ACAOM curricular requirements.  The applicant shall submit the complete AACRAO credentials review report to the COA.  The COA will determine whether to approve the acupuncture school on the basis of such report and any other additional information it may deem necessary.  
DEADLINE DATES

SUBMISSIONS OF APPLICATION FOR A FULL ACUPUNCTURE LICENSE 

NOTE:
The Acupuncture Unit must receive all portions of your application and the application fee no later than the application deadline date listed below (United States graduates).
Committee on Acupuncture Meeting

March 26, 2015

June 11, 2015

September 17, 2015

December 10, 2015

Deadline Date

January 26, 2015

April 11, 2015

July 17, 2015

October 10, 2015

Please Note: 
·   If you received your Undergraduate and/or Acupuncture Education outside of the United States, the Board must receive your application at least six (6) months prior to your preferred meeting date. 

·   The Licensing and Legal Divisions of the COA may determine that additional documentation is necessary to complete an application for licensure.  Until all documentation has been received, an application is not deemed complete.
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