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[bookmark: _GoBack]DMH Awards $1.9 million in grants to expand mental health Crisis Intervention Training and Jail Diversion Programs

Department of Mental Health diversionary crisis intervention trainings for first responders help individuals in mental health crisis

BOSTON – DATE – The Massachusetts Department of Mental Health announced today that 13 police departments will receive grants totaling $1.9 million to implement Crisis Intervention Team training and Jail Diversion Programs.

The departments of Arlington, Bedford, Boston, Brockton, Danvers, Fitchburg, Marlborough, Somerville, Taunton, Wakefield, Waltham, Watertown and Worcester were selected to receive the funds over the next three years. The grants allow existing programs to continue as well as expand the number of law enforcement agencies developing jail diversion programs which strive to provide treatment instead of incarceration for those experiencing a behavioral health crisis.

“Intervention training for our local police departments will help individuals with mental health issues find appropriate care,” said Governor Baker. “We are proud these grants will offer the assistance, skills and resources for local law enforcement to identify those in need of mental health or substance abuse care and seek out appropriate treatment services.” 

With this new round of funding, there are more than 40 local police departments with DMH Jail Diversion Programs and specialized training efforts are underway statewide. By providing approximately $1.4 million a year, DMH continues to expand its partnerships with law enforcement and develop the internationally recognized Crisis Intervention Team (CIT) model as well as support Mental Health First Aid training, CIT training and innovative programs that create partnerships with emergency service providers and local police departments. 

 “Jail diversion programs are effective community based interventions to help individuals experiencing a psychiatric crisis receive treatment rather than incarceration,” said Secretary Marylou Sudders. “Training will provide our police officers with the skills to handle these emergencies.”


The CIT model was developed in Memphis, TN and is now used around the world to train first responders to better recognize, de-escalate and intervene with individuals who are in behavioral health crisis and divert them to treatment they need.  The models of police based diversion activities supported by DMH have involved training for law enforcement from several state agencies, including the Department of Veterans Services, Department of Youth Services, and the Department of Public Health Bureau of Substance Abuse Services.  

“Law enforcement and emergency responders understand there is no one-size-fits all approach to public safety,” said Secretary Daniel Bennett. “Too often individuals with behavioral health issues end up incarcerated rather than referred to proper treatment programming, which these grants can effectively help us to address with our partners in local law enforcement.”

About the Department of Mental Health (DMH)
Part of the Executive Office of Health and Human Services, DMH provides services to adults, children and adolescents with long-term or serious mental illness and serious emotional disturbance; provides early and ongoing treatment for mental illness; and conducts research into the causes of and treatments for mental illness. Through state-operated inpatient facilities and community mental health centers and through community services and programs provided by nearly 200 mental health providers, DMH directly serves 29,000 citizens, including about 3,500 children and adolescents, with severe and persistent mental illness and serious emotional disturbance.
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