DDS STATEWIDE ADVISORY COUNCIL

BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY – WALTHAM

AUGUST 12, 2011

M  I  N  U  T  E  S
PARTICIPANTS:  Christine Shane (Chair), Maria Freccero (Vice Chair), Judi Rodger, Ron Asbjornson, Hank Paszko, Douglas Russell, Jr., Lisa Ching, Maria Damiano (phone)
GUESTS & STAFF: Bob Freccero, Pat Campbell, Reggie Clark, Laura Clements, Anne Paszko, Commissioner Elin Howe, Ralph Edwards (OCL)

The meeting was called to order at 9:15 a m.

SAC Chair Christine Shane welcomed everyone to the meeting.  A request was made that the election be held at the end of the meeting so that members arriving later can participate.  The reTREAT will be the key focus of the meeting.

A memorial for Wolf Wolfensberger will be held October 22nd, at Worcester State. More information will be provided later.

The June minutes were reviewed and approved.

Commissioner Howe announced that Christine Griffin was appointed as EOHHS Assistant Secretary for Disability Policies and Programs.  She’s worked extensively in the public and private sectors on disability issues.  Most recently she was Deputy Director of the US Office of Personnel Management and prior to that a Commissioner on the federal Equal Employment Opportunity Commission.  From 1996 to 2005, she was Executive Director of the Disability Law Center. Ms. Griffin brings a comprehensive understanding and commitment to disability issues and the “Community First” approach.
Hearings were completed regarding the promulgation of regulations regarding Level III aversives.  Numerous local and national organizations provided testimony. Lisa Ching’s testimony on behalf of the SAC was acknowledged. A review of the more than 300 submissions is underway.
The Family Support shortfall of $5.5 million remains a concern.  Conversations continue to address the matter through a supplementary budget.  The national budget debate is a cause for concern since Medicaid reduction will affect resources available to individuals with disability.  Members should keep well informed of developments.
ACTION: SAC members will seek opportunities to educate the congressional delegation on the impact of changes in Medicaid on the DDS population.

The census of the developmental center continues to decline as individuals move to community residences.  Fernald has 14 residents; Monson 61, Templeton 89 and Glavin 40.  

In September, a Department-wide meeting will discuss new directions, including residential alternatives.  Family and self-advocate vision and goals, application of new technologies, funding opportunities and other factors warrant a review of long term strategies.  
The Autism Commission is winding down and will submit its report this Fall.  It will include recommendations to the Governor.

A group of 45 citizens and legislators are exploring alternatives to better serve children and families as part of an initiative of the Governor.  This Children’s Commission has no single agency assumption but will consider a variety of approaches to provide efficient, effective services.
Members selected the reTREAT food items from menus provided by Douglas Russll, Jr. and Laura Clement-Shaw.  Lunch will cost $11 and SAC and boards are asked to donate drinks and breakfast foods.
ACTION: Douglas and Laura will coordinate food. Registration fees will be sent to Ralph and a head count provided at least three days prior to the event.

Workshops planned are: Innovative Programs; Integrated Employment; and Legislative Advocacy 
reTREAT Teams: Food Set up – Douglas, Laura   
Registration – Hank/Anne Paszko, Cathe Carpenter
                              Greeters: Pat, Judi

 
Workshop Hosts – Pat, Judi, Maria F, 



      Clean up – ALL


Board Outreach – to be assigned



      Resource Table – to be assigned 

Advisory Board chairs will be asked to participate on reTREAT teams as well.
The revised evaluation form presented by Pat Campbell was approved.

Hank Paszko announced that the FCM Survey had been sent to Advisory Board chairs. Responses are due in September and a report presented at the reTREAT.

Douglas Russell, Jr. raised more than $5000 at the Cancer Walk.

Judi Rodger, Lisa Ching, and Reggie Clark participated in the MRC conference.  It was well attended and had workshops on pertinent disability issues.  Members are encouraged to attend next year.

The SAC election results were: Chair - Christine Shane; Vice Chair – Maria Freccero; Secretary – Douglas Russell, Jr.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:35 p m

