DDS STATEWIDE ADVISORY COUNCIL (SAC)
Brandeis University Waltham

November 16, 2011
M  I  N  U  T  E  S
PRESENT: Christine Shane (Chair), Maria Freccero (Vice Chair), Douglas Russell, Jr. (Secretary), Lisa Ching, Maria Damiano, Judi Rodger, Hank Paszko, Ron Asbjornson, 

GUESTS & STAFF: Sue Loring, Pat Pakos, Cathe Carpenter, Pat Campbell, Stel Gragoudas, David Biledeau, Reggie Clark, Robert Freccero, Laura Damiano, Commissioner Elin Howe, Ralph Edwards (OCL)

SAC Chair Christine Shane called the meeting to order at 9:15 a m.

The minutes were approved with revisions – including Patricia Campbell and spelling corrections

Commissioner Howe described the upcoming budget process.  She noted numerous challenges presented by the country’s economic situation.  Family Support continues as a priority. When funds are made available to families through this model, many crises can be averted.  As living dynamics modify and more individuals chose to remain at home, the Family Support model is more cost effective than residential services.
Through series of Family Support forums, families have indicated its value and the types of services needed.  A survey form is on the DDS website for added input from families.

The Department is involved in several legislative / regulatory activities.  The aversives regulations have been promulgated.  The Department received input from numerous families, disability organizations, and advocates.  The regulations will reduce the application of level three aversives.

A Positive Behavioral Support advisory committee will be formed.  In conjunction with “Real Lives” legislation, it indicates the Department’s transition to a self-determination, person centered approach.
In collaboration with Boston Public Schools and TriAngle, the Department is a recipient of a Robert Wood Johnson grant -- Impact Ability – focusing on abuse prevention.  Training is provided to individuals with intellectual disability to develop verbal and physical skills to deal with abuse at the time it occurs.

Maria Freccero reported that feedback on legislative advocacy activities diminished last year.  However, response to a recent email sent asking members to call the Governor had a great response.  Several members noted that Maria’s role play and demonstration at the reTREAT showed everyone one how important and effective calls are.  Maria Damiano stated that the legislative profiles provided were strong motivators as well.

A listserve has been started – Friends of DDS.  It is a place for families and board members to communicate and build a network.  More information will be sent on how to join.

Maria Damiano reported that an article, “Death in State Care”, on deaths of individuals with disability in New York State was catalytic in reviewing the DDS website for mortality and other reports.  Assistant Commissioner Gail Grossman informed her that Massachusetts has a robust reporting and investigation system.  At risk situations are likely to be identified early.
Christine Shane asked members to review the proposed SAC objectives for discussion at the December meeting.  The SAC/CAB Chairs’ conference call schedule was reviewed and revised:

January 10th 

Guardianship

April 10th

Legislative Advocacy

Calls are on the 2nd Tuesday, from 7 p m to 8 p m.

The meeting was adjourned at 12:47 p m.

