DDS STATEWIDE ADVISORY COUNCIL

Seven Hills Foundation – Worcester

Friday, May 18, 2012

PARTICIPANTS: Christine Shane, Chair; Maria Freccero, Vice-Chair; Douglas Russell, Jr., Secretary; Maria Damiano, Lusa Lo (phone), Judi Rodger, Lisa Ching, Stel Gragoudas
GUESTS & STAFF: Cathe Carpenter, Pat Campbell, Pat Pakos, Hank Paszko, Ann Paszko, Ron Asbjornson, Reggie Clark, Jill Judson, Jim Ross, Elin Howe, Commissioner; Ralph Edwards, OCL

SAC Vice-Chair Maria Freccero, welcome everyone to the meeting.  Minutes from the last meeting, February, were approved.

Commissioner Howe prepared everyone for the upcoming Senate debate on the FY13 budget.  Key items under consideration are:  Family Support – a significant percentage of DDS families and consumers are served by FS although it is a small percentage of the DDS budget.  If funds are reduced, a large number of families are impacted negatively.  Day Habilitation - the reduction of the services from six hours per day to five hours per day is one possible rationale for reduction in funding. Its impact on residential services staffing warrants consideration. Several legislators have offered to sponsor amendments for these items and others.

Christine Shane, SAC Chair, asked Maria Freccero to report on Legislative Advocacy activities.  She indicated that key CAB Chairs were holding a conference call on Monday to coordinate approaches to senators.  SAC and CAB members are asked to provide information to senators regarding the impact of budget decisions on individuals and family.  Concurrently, Senators Murray, Brewer, and Rodger will be acknowledged for their support and leadership on disability issues.

Commissioner Howe further reported that several DDS staff are retiring; among them are Central / West Regional Director Terry O’Hare; Michelle Harris is the interim Regional Director.  Activities continue to set rates for various DDS services and supports.  This promotes increased consistency across regions and between providers on definition and integrity of services and as well as payment levels for their provision.
Jim Ross described the “Real Friends” project being conducted by Arc Mass supported by DDS funding.  Establishing relationships is central to the core of what individuals are concerned about.  They wish to make friends with individuals with and without disabilities. The project identifies both barriers and opportunities to establishing relationships; the potential roles of providers to support relationships; implications of age and living arrangement (with family, in residence, living independently); and skills building opportunities for individuals, family, and staff.
The SAC is asked to share information on programs they know of successfully addressing these issues.

Christine Shane reported on the SAC/Chairs’ conference call on Housing with Deputy Commissioner Larry Tummino.  It was a spirited conversation with participants sharing wide ranging experiences with area offices.  Considering the complexity of achieving successful housing arrangements, a DDS person with housing expertise to advise/guide families is helpful.  Pat Pakos reported that Mass Families Organizing for Change will host a housing conference, at Holy Cross, in September.  Information will be provided to the SAC and perhaps the SAC can help sponsor the event.

A DDS Housing Forum, similar to the Family Support forums is useful and the feasibility will be considered.  Educating the various Housing Authorities on the needs of individuals with disabilities is needed.  Developing strategies to assist families in cultivating a new vision of creating a home for their family member and reducing reliance on the current model should be considered by the SAC.
Maria Damiano reported on her work with Assistant Commissioner Gail Grossman and the Quality Enhancement staff to increase and enhance citizen involvement in Survey and Certification.  S&C is evidence based, detailed audit of programs funded by the Department.  Extensive information is available on the DDS website that enables families and individuals to evaluate and compare providers in the provision of services and supports. It is a thorough process with components that encourages reviewers identify problems as well as best practices.
Douglas Russell, Jr. reported on Citizen Advisory Board activities from across the state based on minutes submitted by CABs.  Two highlights are: Terry O’Hare was honored at the Central West Regional CAB meeting. Center for Hope conducted a well-attended legislative breakfast.

Judi Rodger reported that she, Reggie Clark, Jill Judson, Cathe Carpenter and Ralph Edwards attended the TASH NE conference at Holy Cross College, in Worcester.  A session on the use of restraints was very informative and raised many questions about the use of electro-shock.  Also, a presentation on “Explore, Prepare, Act” was well received.

Judi participated in the monthly MASS Legislative Advocacy event at the State House.  She spoke with legislators about eliminating the use of aversives and supporting the DDS budget.

Lisa Ching attended a presentation by Temple Grandin who noted that people with disability are not “stretched” enough.  It encourages us – as with “Explore, Prepare, Act” – to raise our expectations on what individuals can accomplish.  
In a members’ review of the SAC/DDS State House Celebration, everyone was pleased with organization of the program and with the guest host.  It is particularly satisfying to have a family member, Jack Foley, moderate the day.  Several members express their appreciation of Emily Nissenbaum’s poem.  It was noted that care must be taken in the future to minimize the amount of sugar and carbohydrates in the event snacks.

Pat Campbell, Douglas Russell, Jr., and Lisa Ching formed a committee to plan the FY13 reTREAT.  Members of other advisory boards will be encouraged to help in the planning.

A SAC/Chairs’ conference call will be held Tuesday, June 12th.   The next SAC meeting is Friday, June 15th, at Brandeis.

