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RE: Routine syphilis screening for all inmates is no longer required

Effective October 8, 2008, routine syphilis screening of correctional facility inmates by serologic
testing will no longer be required by Massachusetts public health regulations. Specifically, this
requirement has been eliminated from 105 CMR 205.200 because routine syphilis screening of
inmates is costly and no longer contributes to discase control. Case finding can be more
effectively accomplished through targeted testing of individuals at heightened risk for disease, as
identified through medical history and clinical evaluation.

Accordingly, routine screening of inmates of correctional facilities wiil no longer be performed

at the Massachusetts Department of Public Health William A. Hinton State Laboratory Institute.
The laboratory will continue to provide syphilis testing as requested for inmates of correctional

facilities, but only when ordered for clinical reasons by a health care provider.




