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For each issue outlined below we will provide: 
· 3-4 paragraphs with a brief description of each issue, relevant citations and the relevance of the issue to the scope of this report; 
· the likely implications of the issue in the future on system capacity;  and finally, 
· how we might monitor or assess each issue in the future and the relative importance of doing so. 

	Issue
	Description

	Recovery and peer support
	Expansion of recovery-based and peer support services could substantially reduce need for more acute levels of care or supplement other care coordination staff. 

	Workforce issues
	Licensing data do not include data on work settings, scope of practice, estimated hours of practice, health plan involvement, and other factors needed for planning.  Some of the Boards are making more progress on this than others.  This section will identify opportunities for obtaining these data.

	Other LTSS providers
	Payers are serving an increasingly large number of people with disabilities and need to plan for a full array of long-term services and supports for people with all types of disabilities.  This section will comment on the potential for these other LTSS providers to support people with behavioral conditions.

	Special populations
	This section will discuss the special considerations related to the needs of individuals who are in the correctional system, have autism spectrum disorders, are very hard to manage or violent, or have dementia.

	Elder issues
	This section will discuss the range of access and specialized service issues that elders face in Massachusetts. 

	Veterans issues
	Discussion of services available for veterans who have behavioral health conditions.

	Primary Care Integration
	Discussion of two separate trends: enhancing primary care practices’ ability to treat MH and SA conditions; providing physical health care in a behavioral health setting. 

	Mental Health Parity & Addiction Equity Act 
	Key provisions and the potential impact on utilization and capacity.

	Need for improved data systems
	In some cases, lack of centralized information can make it hard for providers and individuals to readily access services. Lack of comprehensive system-wide access and utilization data makes it difficult for policymakers and services organizers to lead state services in new and needed directions.

	Payment reforms
	This section will address blended rates, case rates, episode based payments, capitation rates and performance incentives and how the behavioral health system is likely to be affected by them.

	Disparities
	Discussion of opportunities to reduce barriers to access for behavioral health services, including racial and ethnic disparities as well as stigma. 

	BH boarding in emergency rooms
	Over the last several years, emergency rooms have faced a growing problem in finding services for people in crisis. We will discuss the available data and potential solutions for this problem.



