
Rank* <1 year 1-14 years 15-24 years 25-44 years 45-64 years 65-74 years 75-84 years 85+ years All

1 Short gestation 
(80)

Unintentional 
Injuries (20)

Unintentional 
Injuries (234)

Unintentional 
Injuries (587) Cancer (3,149) Cancer (2,961) Cancer (4,039) Heart Disease 

(5,693) Cancer (12,961)

2
Congenital 

malformations 
(63)

Cancer (18) Homicide (73) Cancer (317) Heart Disease 
(1,655)

Heart Disease 
(1,551)

Heart Disease 
(3,554) Cancer (2,439) Heart Disease 

(12,735)

3 SIDS (31) Homicide (16) Suicide (50) Heart Disease 
(246)

Unintentional 
Injuries (565)

Chronic Lower 
Respiratory 

Disease (476)

Chronic Lower 
Respiratory 

Disease (854)
Stroke (1,345)

TOTAL 
INJURIES 

(2,967)

4
Pregnancy 

Complications 
(26)

Congenital 
malformations 

(12)
Cancer (35) Suicide (193) Chronic liver 

disease (337) Stroke (285) Stroke (845) Alzheimer's 
Disease (1,109) Stroke (2,710)

5 Complications of 
placenta (20)

Ill-defined 
conditions (9)

Heart Disease 
(23) Homicide (64) Diabetes (249) Diabetes (236) Alzheimer's 

Disease (480)

Influenza & 
Pneumonia 

(870)

Chronic Lower 
Respiratory 

Disease (2,325)

6 Neonatal 
hemorrhage (15)

Heart Disease 
(6)

Ill-defined 
conditions (10)

Chronic liver 
disease (52) 

Chronic Lower 
Respiratory 

Disease (241)
Nephritis (188) Nephritis (453)

Chronic Lower 
Respiratory 

Disease (743)

Alzheimer's 
Disease (1,695)

7 Bacterial sepsis 
of newborn (9) Septicemia (4)

Injuries of 
undetermined 

intent (7)

Ill-defined 
conditions (41) Stroke (206) Unintentional 

Injuries (143)

Influenza & 
Pneumonia 

(419)
Nephritis (571)

Influenza & 
Pneumonia 

(1,528)

8 Circulatory 
System (8) Stroke (3)

Congenital 
malformations 

(6)
HIV/AIDS (39) Suicide (189)

Influenza & 
Pneumonia 

(131)
Diabetes (378) Ill-defined 

conditions (325) Nephritis (1,356)

9 Necrotizing 
entercolitis (8)

In situ 
neoplasms (2)

Other infections 
(4) Diabetes (34) Septicemia 

(124)
Septicemia 

(130)
Septicemia 

(299)
Unintentional 
Injuries (325) Diabetes (1,216)

10 Respiratory 
distress (7) Meningitis (2)

Chronic Lower 
Respiratory 
Disease (4)

Injuries of 
undetermined 

intent (34)
Nephritis (122) Chronic liver 

disease (83)
Unintentional 
Injuries (236) Diabetes (317) Septicemia (879)

All Causes 380 124 505 2,023 8,560 7,494 14,781 18,816 52,690

Data Source: Registry of Vital Records and Statistics, MDPH
* This table is based on data from the Massachusetts Deaths, 2007  report. Ranking is based on number of deaths (in parenthesis).
The overall injury ranking presented here for all ages is based on all injury intents combined (unintentional, suicide, homicide, and injuries of undetermined intent).

Age Groups (number of deaths)

Leading Causes of Death* by Age Group, MA Residents, 2007


