Leading Causes of Death* by Age, Massachusetts 2003
	
	Age Groups (number of deaths)



	Rank*
	<1 year
	1-14 years
	15-24 years
	25-44 years
	45-64 years
	65-74 years
	75-84 years
	85+ years
	
All

	1


	Short gestation (94)
	Unintentional injuries 

(32)


	Unintentional injuries 

(165)


	Injuries of undetermined intent (426)
 
	Cancer  (3,171)
	Cancer

 (3,256)
	Heart Disease (4,537)
	Heart Disease (5,981)
	Heart Disease (14,622)

	2


	Congenital malformations (61)
	Cancer 

(23)


	Injuries of undetermined intent (89)
	Cancer 

(413)
	Heart Disease (1,802)
	Heart Disease (2,009)
	Cancer 

(4,370)
	Cancer 

(2,259)
	Cancer (13,525)

	3


	Maternal Pregnancy Comp. (33)
	Congenital malformations (14) 
	Homicide

 (47)
	Unintentional injuries 
(289)
	Chronic Lower Respiratory Disease (290)


	Chronic Lower Respiratory Disease (566) 
	Stroke 

(1,174)
	Stroke 

(1,568)
	Stroke 

(3,399)

	4


	SIDS 

 (29)
	Signs and symptoms (8)
	Suicide             (46)
	Heart Disease (268)
	Diabetes 

(248)
	Stroke 

(372)
	Chronic Lower Respiratory Disease (1,084)
	Influenza & Pneumonia (1,169)
	Chronic Lower Respiratory Disease (2,753)



	5


	Complications of placenta, cord/ membranes (13)
	Homicide 

(8)
	Cancer

(29)
	Suicide

(177)
	Unintentional injuries 
(246)
	Diabetes

(295)
	Influenza & Pneumonia (583)
	Alzheimer’s Disease (1,031)
	Influenza & Pneumonia (2,016)

	6


	Intrauterine Hypoxia (12) 
	Septicemia   (7)
	Signs and symptoms (21)
	Signs and symptoms (110)
	Chronic Liver Disease (241)
	Nephritis 

(185)
	Diabetes 

(479)
	Chronic Lower Respiratory Disease (785)


	Alzheimer’s Disease (1,608)

	7


	Neonatal Hemorrhage (11) 
	Suicide 
(5)
	Heart Disease (15)
	HIV/AIDS (108)
	Stroke 

(231)
	Septicemia (152)
	Alzheimer’s Disease (478)
	Nephritis 

(479)
	Diabetes

(1,420)

	8


	Respiratory Distress 

(10)
	Heart Disease (4)
	Congenital malformations (11)
	Chronic Liver Disease (52)
	Injuries of undetermined intent (192)
	Influenza & Pneumonia (149)
	Nephritis 

(459)
	Diabetes 

(343)
	Unintentional injuries (1,397)

	9


	Circulatory system (8)
	Perinatal conditions

(3)
	Chronic Lower Respiratory Disease (6)
	Homicide 

(52)
	Nephritis 

(136)
	Chronic Liver Disease (134)
	Septicemia (357)
	Septicemia (315)
	Nephritis (1,284)

	10
	Bacterial sepsis            (6)
	Diabetes (2)
	Influenza & Pneumonia (5)
	Diabetes 

(50)
	Suicide 

(135)
	Unintentional injuries 

(104)


	Unintentional injuries 

(258)


	Pneumonitis (298)
	Septicemia (988)

	All Causes
	384
	149
	490
	2,484
	8,476
	8,611
	16,973
	18,627
	56,194






Data Source: Registry of Vital Records and Statistics, MA Dept. of public Health; prepared by the Center for Health Information, Statistics, Research and Evaluation, Research and Epidemiology Program, MA Dept. of Public Health. Modified to highlight injury categories by the Injury Surveillance Program, MA Dept. of Public Health. July 2005





* Ranking based on number of deaths. Number of deaths in parentheses.is.











