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759 Chestnut Street, Springfield, MA  01199
December 17, 2014

Email to: Reg.Testimony@state.ma.us  
Subject: HCW Immunization

Baystate Health fully supports and has already implemented many of the Department of Public Health’s proposed amendments to require health care workers be vaccinated against the influenza virus.  

Baystate Health has been, and remains, strongly committed to ensuring that our health care workers are vaccinated against the influenza virus which affects thousands of people and causes thousands of deaths each year. Last year we implemented a policy of mandatory vaccinations for employees and required anyone not vaccinated to wear a mask in patient care areas throughout flu season. We have done so again this year and are dedicated to protecting our patients and educating employees about the importance of being vaccinated or wearing a mask. In addition to protecting our patients and caregivers, increased vaccination rates also benefit local communities by limiting the spread of illness and protecting individuals most vulnerable to the virus.  

We strongly support the regulatory amendments contained in these provisions. They provide a clear verification of the ability of hospitals, nursing homes and clinics in Massachusetts to require influenza vaccinations for all personnel.  

Thank you,
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Nancy Shendell-Falik, RN, MA
John Schreiber, MD, MPH

SVP/COO & CNO
President, Baystate Medical Practices

Baystate Medical Center
Chief Physician Executive, Baystate Health

