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[bookmark: _GoBack]Commissioner Cheryl Bartlett
Massachusetts Department of Public Health
250 Washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02108

September 9, 2014

Dear Commissioner Bartlett: 
The Alliance of Massachusetts YMCAs has reviewed the Department of Public Health’s proposed amendments to 105 CMR 225.000 “Nutrition Standards for Competitive Foods and Beverages in Public Schools”. The Alliance of Massachusetts YMCAs agrees with DPH’s “Proposed Alignment of MA Competitive Foods Standards with USDA Interim Final Ruling” with the following exceptions. 
We request that DPH not allow an increase in allowable sugar in school food/snacks. By changing the allowable sugar from 35% of calories to 35% of total weight there will be an increase in sugar in school snacks, opening the door for more unhealthy snacks to be fed to Massachusetts’ students. We request that DPH continue with the current standard of 35% of calories not weight. 
Secondly, we urge DPH to maintain the sugar standard for flavored milk. The proposed changes would eliminate the existing limit on sugar in flavored milk, leaving no standard in place. 
Finally, we request that DPH maintain their standard on a la carte snack items and not align with the USDA standards. We urge DPH to continue with the standard that all al la carte snack items meets nutritional standards and not exempt them. 
Thank you in advance for your consideration of these comments. If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to reach out to our office. 

Sincerely, 

Peter R. Doliber
Executive Director
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