BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN DENTISTRY

ADVISORY ON CHANGE IN REQUIREMENT FOR EXPIRATION DATES FOR COMPRESSED MEDICAL GASES--OXYGEN AND NITROUS OXIDE
The purpose of this Advisory is to inform all individuals licensed to practice dentistry in the Commonwealth of a recent change in the enforcement of the requirement for expiration dates on cylinders of compressed medical gas. 

After careful deliberation, the Board determined that as the United States Food and Drug Administration (USFDA) is not enforcing the requirement for expiration dating of compressed medical gases (21 CFR 211.137) at this time, the Board will cease requiring this information as well. The Board, however, remains concerned that compressed medical gas tanks are maintained and stored properly. As such, the Board will require licensees to comply with manufacturers’ directions regarding servicing and maintenance of compressed gas tanks and to properly document said maintenance in the maintenance log required by Board regulations at 234 CMR 6.04 through 6.08 paragraph(s) (1) (c).
Dated: March 13, 2013

