[image: image1.wmf]
   Community Crisis Intervention Team
Taunton, Massachusetts

A police and community initiative for southern New England
                                and beyond since 2001

                                 One Washington Street

                                 Taunton, Massachusetts 02780
                                  508. 977-8138
                                  508. 821-2519 fax

                               klalor@comcounseling.org                                 
                               kathylalor@yahoo.com
                           http:/ccittauntonma.weebly.com
Statement of Mission


A genuine police and community partnership, the mission of the Community Crisis Intervention Team is two-fold.  Principally it exists to promote communication and enhance the response of public and private agencies when summoned to intervene with individuals who are mentally ill, developmentally disabled or experiencing trauma in their lives.  Secondly, team members are specifically trained and equipped to assist other communities in their quest of identifying the components and collaboration necessary to effectuate a similar Community Crisis Intervention Team initiative of their own.

The core members of the Community Crisis Intervention Team (CCIT) are community police officers, emergency department nurses and hospital security, community mental health providers, both acute residential and day treatment, probation officers, personnel of the clerk’s office of the local court, state mental health administrators and community advocates.  Several members of the Taunton CCIT have both provided and participated in national trainings, and, with others, have developed a comprehensive classroom training curriculum consisting of lectures by members of the medical, psychiatric, police and court communities.  In addition to the lecture portion of the training, participants actively engage in critiqued role-playing and are afforded an opportunity to tour a psychiatric facility and personally interact with patients with varying diagnoses.  Each attendee is also provided resource and reading material to supplement daily class presentations.  Unique to this CCIT from its inception, is the court component that allows for multi-discipline team assessments, court diversion when appropriate, and other intervention strategies available only to the court.

Participants of CCIT training will be equipped with the skills required to assist in identifying and defusing escalating situations, and will have the knowledge base and comfort level necessary to navigate the bureaucracy of institutions that oftentimes seem counter-productive to the successful resolution of crisis situations.                                                                   
