The Executive Office of Health and Human Services, the Department of Mental Health (DMH) and the Department of Children and Families(DCF,) together referred to as the Agencies, are committed to the development of a fully integrated behavioral health system for children and families. The Agencies have embraced family voice in all aspects of their work, from the individual case level to the highest levels of administration and governance.

The Agencies have determined to jointly procure residential services under an EOHHS Chapter 257 Implementation Plan to support the further evolution of the system. The goal of this Community-Based Residential Services initiative is to achieve better and more sustainable positive outcomes for children and families. This requires full family engagement during the course of the residential service in all aspects of a child’s care and treatment. The objective is to prepare families to manage successfully their children at home. As a part of this Community-Based Residential Services initiative families with a child entering into one of the residential models will be offered, on a voluntary basis, a Family Partner. The Family Partner will support the family during the residential experience and stay with the family during a youth’s transition back to the home\community, when requested.

Prior to the development and release of an RFR for Family Partner services, the Agencies continue to seek input on the role and responsibilities of the Family Partner service. Below are three meetings which will discuss the Family Partner service:

(1) Western Ma. Training Consortium

187 High St.

Holyoke, Ma.

Wednesday June 22, 2011

 10-12:00

(2) Walker Home and School

1968 Central Ave.

Needham, ma

Tuesday, June 28, 2011

10-12:00

(3)  PPAL Statewide Meeting

      Tatnuck Bookseller

      18 Lyman St.

      Westboro, Ma.

      August 9, 2011

      10-12:00

