I am writing to implore you not to cut spending for the state facilities that serve the most vulnerable members of the DMR community.

My family no longer needs these services, but we once depended on them for my brother, Danny Healey and know from firsthand experience how important they are.  We will be forever grateful that Danny was able to live at Fernald, at Cottage 13, until he passed away., 

Danny died on January 15, 2001.  He had lived happily at Fernald, thanks to Judge Tauro, for 28 years.  The care he received from the professional and direct care staff was truly extraordinary and he, a very limited person on most measures, had a life worthy of his innate human dignity and value.

I realize that there are many competing demands for state funds.  But I also know that the measure of a nation's moral core is how it treats its most needy and vulnerable  citizens.  On behalf of the residents of state facilities, I respectfully request that you maintain the standard of care which they desperately need.  For them, life in a community residence or nursing facility would be difficult since neither setting is capable of serving them adequately.

If one of the residents were your child, your sibling, your aunt or uncle, what would you want for them?   Obviously, you would choose a venue where he or she could be most safe, secure, loved, stimulated and protected.  That is what we should wish for all of the current residents of state facilities and why funding should be maintained at the current level.

Thank you for considering my request.

Margaret Chisholm 

