EOHHS Public Hearing – August 27th 2008

Violence and disabilities in the schools.

Violence against students with disabilities (including the threat of it or bullying), in the schools is nothing new, esp. ethnic minorities.

1) Talk about my experience, as well as peers.

2) Research – Students with disabilities are 5 times as likely to be bullied than non-disabled peers – can affect self-esteem and self image as well as psycho-social development later on in life, like job behaviors/ retention-looking behind my back.

3) Praises for anti-bullying legislation in Ma, but need to focus on students with disabilities beginning as early as 5th grade and Middle School populations – kids developed strong peer identity with peers.  Need to include kids with disability with other kids – learn from each other.

Conclusion – Kids with disabilities need to be in a safe environment to learn positively from their peers.  Hopefully my testimony will strengthen awareness about this plight that minority students with disabilities have historically endured.

Thank you for your time.

Hang Lee, Systems Advocate

Transcribed by Samantha Thomas, EOHHS

