August 26, 2008

Secretary Judy Ann Bigby

EOHHS

One Ashburton Place, Room 1109

Boston, MA  02108

Dear Secretary Bigby,

I commend you for your thoughtful planning for the FY 2010 state budget by bringing public hearings to Springfield.  In areas of tobacco control, I represent the Massachusetts Health Officers Association, which as you probably know is a 550 +/- membership association made up primarily of the staff of local Boards of Health and Health Departments.

In recent months we have received numerous conclusive messages supporting the restoration of funds to the Massachusetts Tobacco Control Program.  The Department of Public Health, at a recent Statehouse press conference which you participated in, announced a significant decrease in the adult smoking rates.  In a report released last week by the National Cancer Institute, anti-tobacco advertising campaigns coupled with community based programs as part of a comprehensive tobacco control program, were stated to be a proven method to prevent youth from smoking and to encourage adult smokers to quit.  With the recent increase in the state tobacco tax, nearly 10,000 smokers have called the state Quitline for assistance in quitting smoking.

The facts are indisputable, and will continue to mount as the year progresses.  I urge you, in preparation and consideration of the 2010 state budget, to increase the budget of the Massachusetts Tobacco Control Program by $5.25 million.  With the tobacco industry spending $3.7 million to market this insidious product in Massachusetts every week, and $844 million projected to come to the state in tax revenue and settlement funds, I believe that an $18 million investment of these funds is necessary to stem the tide of the industry’s investment.
Thank you for your consideration of this issue.

Sincerely, 

Sarah McColgan

