



Community based preventive measures play a critical role in keeping Massachusetts healthy.  Water fluoridation is the single most effective measure that a community can take to improve the oral health of its residents. Community water fluoridation reduces dental decay by up to 40%.  At present, only 60% of Massachusetts residents, who are served by public water supplies receive the health benefits of fluoridated water.  School and community dental sealant programs are another important tool to keep children healthy.  Sealant programs prevent dental disease and incorporate oral health care into the daily lives of school children.  
In Massachusetts, we are fortunate to be the home of a nationally recognized statewide program that treats persons with special needs. The program is funded through a contract with the Tufts University School of Dental Medicine and is a result of the Ricci v. Okin lawsuit.  Individuals with developmental disabilities such as autism, mental retardation, cerebral palsy, epilepsy, cystic fibrosis, muscular dystrophy, closed head trauma, spinal cord injury, spina bifida, multiple sclerosis, congenital blindness, and congenital deafness receive access to care at eight clinical sites through this program.  Without this program, thousands of special needs individuals would not have access to appropriate dental care.  This program has been consistently under funded, however, placing the program and the individuals that it serves at risk.          

After many years of improvement nationally, the oral health status of young children has recently begun to decline.  In Massachusetts, significant racial and socio-economic disparities in oral health status of school children were documented, earlier this year, in a report released by the Catalyst Institute.  Multi-pronged solutions, such as the BEST oral health program, are critical to address those trends.  This innovative pilot project reaches children under the age of five.  Children enrolled in the program receive oral health education, screenings, preventive measures, and on-site treatment in center and family based early childhood programs.  We look forward to working with EOHHS and the Department of Public Health to replicate this successful model in other underserved communities across the Commonwealth.
Most elders do not have access to dental benefits and face financial barriers to oral health care.  The Boston Public Health Commission recently released data demonstrating the great need for oral health care and dental insurance among elders living in assisted and public housing facilities.  BPHC administered oral health screenings to a sample of residents over the age of sixty and found that over 70% needed referrals for further care.  Additionally, only 7% of elders screened were insured.  Moving forward we hope to work with EOHHS to improve access to dental insurance and oral health care for Massachusetts elders.
There has been a great deal of progress made in oral health in Massachusetts over the last several years, but we still have a long way to go.  Thank you again for your support of the oral health omnibus bill and oral health in the FY09 budget. We look forward to continuing to work with EOHHS and the Department of Public Health to support programs that prevent dental disease and improve the oral health of the residents of the Commonwealth.       
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August 28, 2008





Secretary JudyAnn Bigby


EOHHS


One Ashburton Place


Room 1109


Boston, MA 02108





Dear Secretary Bigby: 						





On behalf of the Steering Committee of the Oral Health Advocacy Taskforce, thank you for the opportunity to submit written testimony about the importance of oral health and the ways that EOHHS can support proven methods to promote optimal oral health for all residents of the Commonwealth.  The Oral Health Advocacy Taskforce is a statewide coalition of consumers, advocates, health professionals, academics, and insurers.  Our goal is to improve the oral health of all residents of Massachusetts by expanding access to oral health care information, and oral disease prevention and treatment services. 





Thank you for your commitment to oral health, as demonstrated by your support of oral health in the FY09 budget and your leadership on the oral health omnibus bill, Senate 2819.  The Taskforce is committed to working with all stakeholders to ensure the passage of this bill, and to develop effective workforce regulations that will increase access to effective, efficient oral health care.





Massachusetts is on the path to becoming a national leader in oral health, especially in the prevention of dental disease.  We look forward to working closely with the Department of Public Health and other key stakeholders to develop a statewide oral health plan that builds on the many oral health resources that we have in the Commonwealth.  An effective plan will help to ensure that barriers to optimal oral health for populations in Massachusetts with unmet oral health needs are addressed.  An effective plan will also help to reduce health disparities, noted in recent reports,that EOHHS have taken the lead to address.   





As you know, oral health is an essential part of overall health.  Dental decay is a disease of consequence and is five times more common in children than asthma.  In adults, dental disease has been linked to a multitude of complex health problems, including heart disease, stroke, diabetes, and low-birth weight and premature infant births.  Fortunately, dental disease is almost entirely preventable when all members of a community have regular access to oral health care and community based prevention.










































































